
Heseltine steps out of line 
on anti-inflation strategy 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Michael Heseltine yesterday 
defied a key element of the Gov- 
ernment's anti-inflation policy 
- heralding a new boom in 
house prices as a signal of eco- 
nomic success. 

John Major, who was a Trea- 
sury minis ter at the time of the 
last house-price boom, in the 
late 1980s, has repeatedly said 
that be will not allow a re-run 
tepf that boom and bust cyde. 

House prices have been built 
into the official counter-inflation 
strategy, and the Deputy Prime 
Minister’s words could now be 
used as ammunition byEddie 
George, Governor of the iBank 
of England, who is pressing for 
a further rise in interest rates to 
damp down the current con- 
sumer spending spree. • 

Talking up the pre-election 
feelgood factor, Mr Heseltine 
told BBC radio: “The British 
people know they’ve had a 
tough time, that the world has 
hada tough time, in this recent 
recession. And they’ve seen a 
guy, John Major, straight as a 
dye, gutsy, determined to keep 
his nerve, and what's hap- 
pened? Well, don’t ask the 
Conservative Party ... just look 
at the newspapers today and in 
the last couple of days: record 
sales in the shops, boosing 
boom to come. 

“We have got the most ex- 
i traordinaiy economic circum- 
stances because John Major 
and his government presided 
over the conditions which have 
helped the British people to 
achieve this remarkable series 
of events.” 

Alan Mflbum, a Labour 
Treasury spokesman, said last 
night: “Here we go again. Hard- 
pressed home-owners will not 
forget the pain caused by Tory 
boom and bust policies. 

“The last time ministers 
talked of a bousing boom inside 
an economic miracle, it was fol- 
lowed by an almighty crash and 
the deepest recession this cen- 
tury. In the headlong rush to- 
wards the next election, the 
Deputy Prime Minister seems 
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Paris on alert 

Security in and around Paris was 
stepped up over the Christmas 
holiday following a threat horn 
Algerian Islamic fundamental- 
ists to launch new terrorist at- 
tacks in France. Page 9 

Shoppers in the dark 

As the annual hysteria of the 
New Year sales mounts, most 
shoppers are ignorant of what 
shops are or are not allowed to 
do, according to research by a 
management school Page 3 


to have forgotten bis Prime 
Minister’s warning.” 

Mr Major said only last year 
that the 1988 boom in house 
prices had helped to create the 
last recession with a “ccuy" spi- 
ral that had eventually de- 
stroyed economic confidence 
with the negative equity trap. * 

While Mr Major and Ken- 
neth Clarke, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, insist that they 
will stop any return to the days 
of boom and bust, the political 
pressures for interest-rate re- 
straint are fierce in the run-up 
to the election, which could 
come at any time from the end 
of February. 

' But in an interview with Le 
Figaro Ob Tbeisday, Mr George 
warned: “For the fifth consec- 
utive year, we are seeing solid 
growth of the economy. In or- 
der to contain this growth,!! will 
be necessary, sooner or later, to 
increase interest rates.” 

Mr George, who has been 

t^th^Govem^ra^foflaticm 
target, has been pressing for an 
increase in interesr rates for 
some time and has clearly not 
been satisfied by the pre-Bud- 
get, 0.25 point increase, to 6 per 
cent, at the end of October. 

According to the minutes of 
the 30 October meeting be- 
tween Mr George and the 
Chancellor, published on Mon- 
day, Mr Clarke felt “activity 
was picking up in the housing 
market, but sales of houses in 
London were distorting the 
overall picture which remained 
patchy” . However, the minutes 
added: “Demand was hi gh and 
supply was restricted as home- 
owners were still keeping their 
houses off the market in ex- 
pectation of further price in- 
creases. He certainly did not 
want the recovery in the hous- 
ing market to get out of hand 
and would watch it closely.” 

The latest forecast on house 
prices, from Swiss bank UBS, is 
for a 10 per cent rise next year, 
“the first time the UK has ex- 
perienced double-digit house- 
price gains since 1989" - though 
Abbey National is more cau- 
tious, going for 7 per cent. 
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rwri onnriitinnc Members of the Blackmon and Sparkford Vale Hunt had to to vary their traditional Boxing Day sport at Castle 
VsUlU VAJI iUlUUMO caty Somerset, yesterday when a heavy frost made the grotmd too hard for the horses Photographs: Rob Stratton 



Boxing Day 
heralds 
hard times 
for the hunt 


ti i m o finlri 1*° hunt’s master, Rupert Nuttafl, used four wheels to help 
LUII I d 1 ICIU the huntsman, Chris Bowld (right), marshal hounds 



rio\/ intn O Hunt members accustomed to being carried over obstacles 
Uay 1 1 HU a made the best of their way on foot 





James CitsicJc and 
Nicholas Schoon 

This year the cold weather 
did what next year the House 
of Commons may try to do. 
Traditional Boxing Day fox- 
hunts throughout the English 
countryside were yesterday 
forced to- bow to the natural 
pressure of freezing 
temperatures and hard 
ground, and only 
occasionally the attempted 
disruption of hunt protesters. 

As a few hunt masters* 
horns blew yesterday 
morning, temporarily setting 
off hounds, and as red- 
coated riders quickly finished 
their warming snort of 
alcohol, most would have 
been well aware that.their 
attempted festive gallop . 
would very likely be the last. 

Despite reports that 
Labour is hesitating about 
previous promises, hunt 
protest groups remain 
confident that a Tony Blair 
government intends to hold a 
free vote on fox-hunt ing and 
to ban it on government land. 
Hunters, though, will not go 
down without a fight. They 
wiB, if necessary, they say, 
bring central London to a 
standstill with horseboxes, 
tractors and tens of thousands 


lr\r>rf \kta\ic hnmo And the cold had done as much to ruin a day in the 
long wail\ I IUI 1 1C fieW 3 S ^ bert organised band of saboteurs 


easily identifiable green 
Barbour, jackets). 

“This issue could be 
Labour’spoII tax," said a 
senior officer in the British 
Field Sports Society, which is 
leading the pro-hunting 
campaign. , 

Yesterday’s bitter weather 
was on the side of the foxes, 


though. All but one of 21 
hunts targeted by the League 
Against Quel Sports were 
forced to cancel their chases 
because freezing 
temperatures made the 
ground too dangerous for 
serious riding. The group's- 
spokesman. Kevin Saunders, 
said only the Royal Artillery 
Hunt was aide to ride out on 
Salisbury Plain, although it 
was forced to give up at 2pm 
after only one fox. 

Mr Saunders said: “This is 
very good news. The weather 
just got the better of them. In 
most cases they did meet, but 
all they could do was trot 
around the village before 
packing up and going home.” 
An estimated 1.200 
protesters had tried to halt 
hunts around the country. 

Janet George, from the 
British Field Sports Society, 
said bad weather had made 
the going too hard for almost 
all of the 280 bunts 
scheduled for yesterday. 

However, some were 
determined that tradition 
would out. In Somerset, 
riders forced to abandon 
their mounts continued on 
foot or on form transport 
such as mini-tractors, still 
resplendent in red coat, 
jodhpurs and crash cap. 

Mis George said it all 
showed true hunting spirit. 
“Even if Labour did win, 
parliamentary procedure 
makes it unlikely any Bill 
would become law before 
next Christmas,” she added. 
“But we believe it will not 
come to that. We wfll lobby 
to ensure no one bans 
fox-hunting.” 


So. Today listeners rate John 
Major more highly than five 
moral women. Or do they? 

As the Prime Minister yes- 
terday celebrated his victory as 
the Radio 4 programme’s Per- 
sonality of the Year, the BBC 
admitted that not only had it dis- 
counted 4,1)00 of Mr Major’s 
votes because of the possibili- 
ty of multiple voting, but that it 
had no way of preventing tele- 
phone voters rigging polls. 

Following “some evidence 
of multiple voting”, organisers 
had removed the “maximum 
number of votes posable" from 
the poll, already controversial 
after Labour apparatchiks were 
caught out trying to fix Tony 
Blair’s nomination. 

“We wanted to give the 
biggest benefit of the doubt to 
the possibility of multiple 
votes,” a BBC spokesman said 
yesterday. He refused to dis- 
close how organisers had de- 
tected the attempt to rig the 
poll, but he admitted there was 
nothing the BBC could do to 
foil the use of the prefix 141, 
which shields callers' numbers, 
allowing over-enthusiastic sup- 
porters to vote repeatedly. 

• The Prime Minister ultimately 
took 23 per cent of the votes in 
the annual poll of listeners, fin- 
ishing ahead of the nursery 
nurse Lisa Potts, who defended 
her charges from a man armed 
with a m a ch ete. She came sec- 
ond with 21 per cent, with Aung 
San Suu Kyi, the Burmese op- 
position leader, third. 

Brian Wilson, Labour’s cam- 
paigns spokesman, was among 
the first to pour chilly water on 
the outcome. “This is the least 
credible result since father Tfed 
was given the golden priest 
award on Christmas Eve,” he 
said, referring to the Channel 4 
sitcom about Irish clerics. 

Doubts about telephone 
polls were heightened last week 
with the revelation in The 
Independent that pro-shooting 
campaigners had attempted to 
sway two polls through organ- 
ised voting. Members of the gun 
lobby admitted to a campaign 
to rig polls on Radio Five and 
Sky News, advising members to 
dial 141 before calling so that 
thw could make multiple voles. 

Professor Bob Worcester of 
MORI told The World at One 
yesterday: "The Tory Party 
clearly has been rigging, ac- 
cording to the BBC, otherwise 
they would not have disallowed 
4,000 votes. 

A total of 140,000 votes were 
cast in the final round of the 
Today telephone poll - twice as 
many as last year. 


Crossword & weather 

The Cryptic Crossword is on 
page 13 today, because TV is 
on the back. You will find the 
Concise Crossword on page 2, 
along with the weather. 
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Eight hundred people sprinting into 
(and out of) a freezing North Sea 
yesterday at Seabum, Sunderland. 
Thousands cheered them on, a 
brass band played and fire fighters 
hosed down anyone not wet 
enough. 

Undaunted by the frost, they 
converged for the annual dip 


organised by the Sunderland Lions 
Club, which is the biggest event of His 
kind in the country. The bathers, 
many going in as teams and in fancy 
dress raised another £800 for the 
local nfeboat station through a 
collection on the beach. 

Stuart Kotin, who was master of 
ceremonies, said: “it may be 


extremely cold but the warm-hearted 
people of Wearside keep- making this 
bigger and better every year. 

Everyone has a great time and 
although we had survival bags on 
hand in case anyone went down with 
hypothermia, not a single one was 
needed.” 

A group from St Wilfrid’s Church in 


Moorskle went as monks - with lots 
of warm clothing under their habits. 
“It still felt very cold,” said the Rev 
Paul Walker, who led the five-strong 
group. “But I dkl it last year, 
wouldn't have missed It for anything 
tins year and we’D be back next 
time." 

Photograph: Raoul Dixon 


The brother of Lucille 
aucfalan , one of two British 
muses faring execution in Sau- 
di Arabia for the murder of a 

m lteapic, demedyesterday that 
his sister had been sacked from 
a previous job for gross mis- 
conduct 

His denial came as the broth- 
er of tbe murder victim, Yvonne 
Gilford, said he would not 
plead for clemency if the nurs- 
es were convicted. 

“If you do something wrong 
m a foreign cormtiy you have to 

abide by the rule . and 
p im&hmejifs of that nation,” 
saidfrank G2ford- 

He claimed in a newspaper 
mtervjew that Saudi sources nad 
fold him that security video film 
showed two people using his sb- 
lei's credit cards. 

Lucille McLauchlan, 31, and 
colleague Deborah Parry, 41, 
are accused of murdering the 
Australian nurse at the mifitaiy 
hospital where they all worked. 
The 55-year-old senior theatre 


nurse oaa uceu suiuucu iuu 
times, battered with a hammer 
and smothered. 

Bat John McLauchlan, 28, 
. said yesterday that reports that 
his sister, a former Student 
Nurse of the Year, had been 
sacked from a teaching job in 
Scotland for stealing credit 
cards from patients were “un- 
true”. 

A statement from Dundee 
Teaching Hospitals read: “Lu- 


dBe McLauchlan was dismissed 
in May 1996 — for gross mis- 
conduct following a policem- 
vestigation. Dundee 
Hospitals know of no link be- 
tween this person and any 
events in Saudi Arabia.” ; 

Bat Mr McLauchlan said his 
sister left of her own accord. 
“The ward she was working on 


ing was her life." 

John McLauchlan said that 
his parents were having prob- 
lems comprehending the pugbt 
of their daughter. Like the par- 
ents of Ms Pany, they were yes- 
terday liaising with Foreign . 
Office officials and planned to 
go to Dhabran once they were 
assured they would be able to 
see their daughter.. . 
Mean while the victim sram- 

Qysakl they would not intervene 

to save the two nurses, who face 
• If bwinfl miillv 1 Tn- 




IO save the two nurses, wuu«« 
beheading if found guilty. Un- 
der Saudi law, a condemned 


person can be saved if the vic- 
tim's family pleads for clemen- 


a *? : ^ 




LucOe McLauchlan: Facing 

murder charge 


was closing. She was offered a 


IA/MUUU UK OUUUIV. rr — — 

die did not want it She went to 
a different hospital and got the 
opportunity to go to Saudi. If 
she had been dismissed she 
would not have gone to Saudi 
Arabia in the first place. She 
would not have been able to. 

“She has never been dis- 
missed from a nursing job. She 
started nursng when she was 17. 
She was student nurse of the 
year when she passed out Nure- 


X •‘Whoever did this did not 
give clemency to nay aster and 
I don’t think I would offer 
clemency, bearing in mind the^ 
way my sister was murdered,”^ 
Prank Gilford said in a separate . 
interview j yesterday. 

said later'Siat the trowomen 
were being treated well and had 
telephoned their relatives in 
Britain. 

The case has caused coacem 


- — mrrrmTn a ■ 


who say the Saudi justice record 
is one of the worst in the workL 

Almost 70 people - none of 
them European - have been be- 
headed this year alone. 

“Defendants are denied the 
most basic rights,” said Susan 
Kobrin of Amnesty Interna- 
tional. “Torture is frequently 
used to extract confessions and 
these women could face months 
in prison awaiting triaL” 
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Weather forecast 


NOJ3180 Friday 27 December 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 


I Getting hitched (S) 

5 Poet (4) 

9 Brown pigment (5) 

10 Cyclonic storm ( /) 

II Pieces of frozen precipi- 
tation (10) 


Outburst of strong lan- 
Srastnicts anew (8) 


forecast for 


again nationwide, 
in souftan couties will torn to snow fora lima 
before dying out, and there will also be some snow in 
parts of the south Midlands aid East Anglia. East aid 
nofli-eaa England and eastern Scotland wiH have 
brigttt spells and scattered wirtiy showers with a keen 
noffowind: Western Britain and N. Ireland should stay 
mosiJy dry and bright wffli motoric winds. 


outlook for tbs rat few 


generally fine. 
Eastern and southern counties of England, however, 
will have scattered snow showere, locally heavy, with 
brief sumy spells bdween them. AH other pals of the 
UKshould have well-broten cloud anti lengthy sunny 
periods. There will beasharp east to norih-eastwind 
blowing across most of the countiy, aid Friday night 
will bring another widespread frost. 
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significant shorts 


14 Aircraft wheels (13) 
16 Leading articles (10) 

20 French countiy house 

21 doorkeeper (5) 

22 Pantomime character 

23 kngravings (8) 


3 Thles (5) 

4 Conservation body (8^5) 

6 By unknown author (4) 

7 Accomplished (4) 

8 Seem (o) 

12 Running battle? (8) 

13 Reproves (8) 

15 Steering device (6) 

17 Approximate (5) 

18 Corrosive chemical (4) 

19 Unruffled (4) 


Accomplished (4) 
Seem (o) 


British fades weather u*wr Hdsar. Iiloa; hdam, B. Irtstufla: si, stet iutows; sunw. Wih*1b. 


Bgbtiefl-up tees 


London 

Bristol ... 

BtoDinglBm 

Manchester 

Newcastle 

Glasgow 

Belts! 


15.58 to 8.06 

16.08 to 8.16 

16j 01 to 8.1 B 

15.56 to 825 

-.15.45 to i- 8.32 

-15J0 to 8.48 

16.05 to 8.46 


Sixth woman 
dies in 
Scottish jail 

Labour last night demanded 
a government statement on 
the sixth death at Scotland's 
only women's prison in 15 
months. The body of 22-year- 
old Yvonne Gflntour, of 
Glasgow, was found in her 
cell at Comton We Prison, 
near Stifling, on Christmas 
Eve. She was believed to 
have committed studde. 

Labour's home affairs 
spokesman John McFhll 
accused the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, Michael 
Forsyth, of “dragging bis 
feet” over the. spate of deaths 
atthejaiL ’. 


Toddler on 
danger list 
after fetal fire 


A toddler was fi ghting for his 
life in hospital yesterday after 
a Christmas Day fire which 
killed his mother, Michelle 
Bone-Knell, 34. Damian 
Perrins, 18 months, was being 
treated for the effects of 
smoke inhalation following 
the fire at his home in 
Wolverhampton. His sister. ^ 
CbanteL, three, and their : 
father; Graham Perrins, 33^ 
were recovering in hospital/ 

A man and woman in ' 
mid thirties were being 
questioned by police in 
connection with the blaze;; 


BBC! heads 
holiday league 


Save thee 


Salotka to ye s ter da y ' s Concise Crossword: 

ACROSS: 1 Wince, 4 Hum (Winsome). 7 Zinc. 8 Chaplain, 9 
Steeplechase, 10 Chisel, 13 Lavish, 15 Long-drawn-out. 19 Ob- 
solete, 20 Safe. 21 Tic, 22 Tenet. DOWN: 1 Whist, 2 Nucleus, 3 
Excel, 4 Halma, 5 Maidens. 6 Cancel, 11 Halibut, 12 Ledger, 14 
Vbnlson, 16 Noose, 17 Adept, 18 Unfit. 


BBC1 won the top three slots 
on Christmas Day. Only Fools 
and Horses had 18.7 million 
viewers, EastEnders drew . 
15.9 million, and Jurassic 
Fork 145 million. ITVs best 
figure was 9.4 million for 
Coronation Street. The Queen 
was watched by 9.1 million on 
BBC and L9 million on ITV. 


A nationwide Christ 
recycling scheme has _ 
launched by the Post OfSct, 
and the Countryside 
Co mmissi on. Cuds esp ' 
deposited at Post Offices 
throughout January. Mr 
raised will go towards 
Community Forests, 
Scotland’s Woodland ' 
and the British Conseivaifi 
Trust for Volunteers in 
and Northern Ireland. : 


Notes 
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The John Lewis Clearance. 


It’s like a sale, only better. 


STARTS SATURDAY AT PETER JONES - Sloano Squaia JOHN LEWIS: OXFORD STREET. BRENT CROSS, ABERDEEN. CHEADLE. 


EDINBURGH HIGH WYCOMBE. STARTS TUESDAY AT JOHN LEWIS: BRISTOL. KINGSTON. MILTON KEYNES. PETERBOROUGH. WELWYN. 


BAINBRIDGE - Nswoitle. BONDS - Norwich. CALEYS -Windsor. COLE BROTHERS -Sholliald. HEELAS- Rtadmg. JESSOP & SON-Nattingban. . 


KNIGHT a LEE- SoulhsB*. GEORGE HENRY LEE -Liverpool, TREWINS -Watford. ROBERT GAYLE- Cm drldgo, TYRRELL A GREEN- Southampton. 


At John Lewis Department Stores, even means that if we find a local retailer free across a wide areal And what 

during a clearance, it's business as usual. offering tile same goods at a lower price, you buy, you can return it if ‘j 

For instance our pricing policy, summed we will reduce ours accordingly, even if are not completely satisfied. He )i 

up by -Never Knowingly Undersold', thdr goods are in a sale. We still deliver Lewis Clearance. It’s better than a* ' 


JOHN LEWIS 

Department Stores 
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news 


Shoppers go gullibly into sales frenzy 


-i Yesterday shops 
threw their doors 
open to millions of 
bargain hunters. 
But should we 
believe those 
‘once only’ offers? 

Glenda Cooper 

Your eyes are focused on the 
lurid pink fake fur coat. You 
knock several old ladies to the 
ground in your rush and bear it 
off triumphantly to the till 
clutching the sale labeL 
But as the annual hysteria of 
the January sales begins this 
week, be warned. Your bargain 
may not be quite whar it seems. 

And while it is the 
consumers responsibility to 
point out to Trading Standards 
any infringement of sales laws 
by shops, most of us display 
woeful ignorance as to what 
stores are allowed or not al- 
"f lowed to do, according to 
' research by the Manchester 
School of Management 
Over half of the people it 
talked to did not realise that re- 
tailers can raise prices just be- 
fore a “sale" and then reduce 
them to make them look like 
bargains, and just under three 
quarters of those surveyed did 
not know that it is perfectly le- 
gal for retailers to have a 
continuous sale all year round. 

The findings are part of a 
study carried out as part of Eu- 
rope's largest investigation into 
consumer knowledge, attitudes 
and behaviour in seasonal sales. 

The Manchester researchers 
looked at four major retailers, 
tracking their sales discounts 
over three years, and surveyed 
2^*00 sale shoppers. The 
research looked at both the 
summer sales of 1995 and the 
winter sales of 1995/6. 

Under the UK Code of Prac- 
tice on Price Indications 19SS, 
Hence comparisons must always 
'Ttate both the higher price as 
well as the new lower price - 
therefore it is not acceptable to 
display in isolation “Reduced to 

If a previous ; liiigfrdr price is 
quoted, it should have applied 




Boxing match: Shoppers cramming their way into the Brent Park branch of Scandinavian furniture chain IKEA yesterday as the January sales begin P h ot o gr a ph: Andrew Buurman 


days in the preceding six 
months; .and general sales no^ 
tices such as “Up to 50 per cent 
offT should not be used unless 
the maximum reduction quot- 
ed applies to at least 10 per cent 


of the goods on offer. But most 
customers were unaware that 
these restrictions were in place 
and if they spotted discrepan- 
cies usually failed to take action 
“The problem is a) they don’t 
know if it is wrong, b) they are 
too embarrassed or lary to do 

not^^Y^iat !ui' do’ aboufiL" 
said Professor Peter 
McGoldrick, one of the 
authors of the report. 

” tVfien asked what they would 
do if they saw jumpers in a half 
price sale at £20 when they knew 
the original price was £30, more 
than a third said they would do 


absolutely nothing, and only 4 
per cent would* report it to 
their Trading Standards Au- 
thority. 

Describing sales as a “weD or- 
chestrated farce”. Professor 
McGoldrick said that the 
marked -down goods tended to 
be ones bought in error by the 
shops. • 

“In the good days before the 
recession; itf the lateT9S0s, re- 
tailers found it easy if they 
made mistakes£they coold ger r - 
away with ft,™ he said. 

“But when times got bad 
and stockrooms were bulging 
with unsold stock they had to get 


rid of stuff - if only to get the 
next lot in.” The result was hys- 
terical “everything must go" 
mark-downs. 

But these days are on the way 
out, the researchers found. 
Pricing strategies have.changed 
from the late 1980s with a 
number of retailers turning 
against the sharp practice of set- 
ting high initial prices in order 
to give the impression of good 
bargains -known as “high-low 
pricing™ - inJavour of more 
credible all-year-round good 
value. 

“Consumers ... became in- 
creasingly sceptical ofhigh-low 


prices, resented the huge mar- 
gins stores must have been 
adding and were fed up at al- 
ways having to shop around and 
wait untO the sales,” said the 
professor. 

“The recession highlighted 
just how inefficient and unfo- 
cused some retailers had 
become,™ he added. “Deep 
recession sparked off panic- 
stricken discounting ... and 
mark-downs reached unprece- 
dented, levels as stores tried to 
stimulate demand.™ 

Professor McGoldrick said 
that most stores had taken cor- 
rective action and had become 


wary of excessive discounting. 
For example the Burton Group 
had managed to trade at full 
price for 73 percent of the time 
by 1995 when in the previous 
year ft had been just 24 percent. 

He added that sales could in 
future diminish in importance 
but they were unlikely to ever 
disappear because of the British 
public's love of a “bargain", 

A Haxrods shopper was 
reported as being thrilled with 
a designer skin reduced from 
£184 to £9. “Even if you give it 
away it is still worth £9," she 
said. According to the MSM this 
woman was prey to “transaction 


utility". “It is a curious psy- 
chology,” said Professor Mc- 
Goldrick. “You buy something 
you don't want, give it away and 
still feel as if you Ye saved mon- 
ey. It would appear that some 
people can get more enjoy- 
ment from the price reduction 
than the product they cany 
home. 

“I suppose retailers would 
like to have no sales but they 
would never get rid of them al- 
together because they are tra- 
ditional and work up such 
excitement," be added. “You 
can't imagine Knighlsbridge 
without the Harrods sale." 


Charge 

account 

errors 

costing 

thousands 

Mathew Horsman 


Over-charging, unauthorised 
cash withdrawals and incorrect 
debits from charge accounts can 
cost consumers thousands of 
pounds - yet only one in five 
card holders checks his or her 
bank statements each month. 

The figure, published yes- 
terday by the National Associ- 
ation of Bank Consumers, came 
on the eve of the traditional 
post-Christ mas trending spree. 

The association, which is 
campaigning to convince hanks 
to introduce photo identification 
credit and debit cards, yester- 
day advised consumers to retain 
all receipts and check bilk 
carefully against monthly 
statements. 

Stuart Cliffe, its chairman, 
said: “If you find an error on 
your statement weeks or 
months after the event, it can 
be much loo late to do anything 
about it. and your money may 
be gone forever." 

The association yesterday 
published tips to ensure against 
fraud and over-chaiging. Above 
all, consumers ore advised to 
keep their cards with them at aD 
limes, but never m the same 
place as the Pin number. Emer- 
gency telephone numbers and 
a record of all credit and deb- 
it card numbers should be kepi 
in a safe place at borne. 

AH receipts should be 
retained and checked against 
bank statements each month. If 
any discrepancies are found, 
consumers should immediate- 
ly contact their bank, both by 
telephone and by a letter sent 
the same day. Finally, cards 
should never be lent to anyone, 
not even to family members. 

“You might expect the Janu- 
ary sales wul be the next drain 
on your hard-earned cash," Mr 
Cliffe said. "But with so many 
credit card transactions at this 
time of year, thieves and cred- 
it card criminals could also be 
making meny with your money." 



Low, Low, Low ! 

Pj r5 t Telecom's customers enjoy savings of up to 60 0 -b on their national 
and international calls throughout the year. 

Now, for the holiday period only, our prices are even lower. 

So make sure you spread the festive spirit to absent family and friends. 
You can phone any of the selected destinations listed below, between 
23rd December and 2nd January, by simply calling our Freephone number. 


FIRST TELECOM 
USA - 7p 
Canada - 1 2p 
France - 1 6p 
Germany - 1 6p 
Australia - 1 8p 
Japan - 25p 
Hong Kong - 27p 
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From Aberdeen 
to Adelaide. . . ^ 


...Wherever your holiday takes you, Saga takes care of all the 
details, so you can have the time of your life. 

Service, quality and unbeatable value are just some of the 
hallmarks. So, whether itfs a hotel stay, coach tour or cruise, our friendly 
staff, carefully chosen accommodation and well-planned 
itineraries ensure you enjoy a well-earned break. 

45 years of listening to comments and suggestions has taught us just what 
our holidaymakers expect. 

Thatfs why so many people book with us again and again! 

Jf you are aged 50 or over, call our A A l| 

24-hour brochure request line now. \ / \( — ■/ \ m3 


i\ 


FREE 


0800 300 456 b, 1491 


For the Time oe your Life 



Please return to: Saga Holidays Ltd, FREEPOST (NT2710), Pcterke X, Co. Durham 5R8 2 HU. You do aot need a stamp. 
Please send me the following brochures: Name (Mr/Mrs/.Ms) 


Please send me the following brochures: 

United Kingdom Worldwide 

Hotel Stays □ USA/Canada □ 

University & College Centres □ Faraway Places: 

Coach Holidays: [Africa, Asia, Australasia. 

Tours □ Single Centre □ fcjr East) □ 

Europe &i the Medi te r ran ean Cruises Ocean □ River □ 


Address 

Town 

Postcode — 

Date of Birth (Mr) 


.County , 


Europe the Medi t er ran ean Cruises Ocean □ River □ 1 — ' — 

Hotel Seays □ Coach Tours D Exclusively to Saga □ Date of Birth (Mrs/Ms) i 1 19 

Hnhdjyi Lid wnald hie to and yraj mJnrnunuo jhmr Enrurs prrnidcd In other Squ Qjcjpjjim ind nut juv, mAKTTUIUO in Owv lotojuibo io cmUr them 10 ib ». 



FRIDAY 27 


„ mr.EMBER 


news 


Charles Arthur 

Sdence Editor 

The introduction of genetically 
engineered maize to Europe is 
being opposed by Austria, which will 
mount a legal challenge to the crop’s 
use, and has banned it from import. 

The decision was described as "a 
hugely significant step in the fight to 
keep genetically engineered products 
out of Europe' 7 by the environmen- 
tal pressure-group Greenpeace. It 
came the day after the head of the 


frozen food company Iceland 
described as “unacceptable and 
frightening” the introduction of such 
products without dear consumer 
labelling. 

The new maize, developed by 
Ciba-Geigy, has an added gene 
which makes it resistant to antibi- 
otics. It is intended to be fled to 
livestock, though British govern- 
ment scientists have expressed wor- 
ries that its use in animal feed could 
lead to “supeitmgs”- bacteria winch 
cannot be killed by standard antih i- 


o lies. Although the UK opposed the 
EU approval of the maize, which was 
finally granted on 18 December, it 


now Austria, winch had ako opposed 
it, has challenged the decision under 
Article 16 of the EU rules - that it 


or the enviro nm ent. Under EU law, 
the Commission must now recon- 
sider its decision, within three, 
months. 

Meanwhile, the US Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency chose the 


pre-Christmas rush to slip out the' 
news that it has approved the new 
maize, which could now be planted 
in the US from next spring. Ciba- 
Geigy has fought hard to have the 
maize approved after spending 
millions or pounds developing it 
Earlier this year, genetically mod- 
ified soya beans developed by foe US 
company Monsanto made up 2 per 
cent of the US crop -but were not 
separated from the rest- of the 
harvest Soya is used in thousands of 
foods, from chocolate to bread to 


baby food. 

Malcolm Whiter, chairman and 
chief executive of Iceland, said: 

“Mfllfonsofoidmarypeopteareveiy 
worried about genetically modified 
foods and I am one of them." 

Genetically modified tomato paste 
and some cheeses have been on sale 
in shops for almost a year, but are 


a choice. However, the genetically 


labelled, with ordinary soya in the 
Americas and put into woddwUe 


distribution. 

"The American public seem at 

ease with this- most Europeans and 

certainly the British are not. And ^ 
for one find it frightening,” said Mr 
WhDcrffjhimsdf a member of Green- 
peace far some years. 

“It is totally unacceptable that 
American companies should dic- 
tate to us m this way. We must de- 
mand total traceability for all food 
and clear labelling.” He said that at 
Iceland, mace and soya were from 
totally traceable sources. He crih- 


icrop 

sssaa? 

^Sonstohbcllitigrequimmrats. 

^-SoVryT totally unacceptable - 
cmSs have a right to toow 
about every genetically engineered 
product,” Whiter said. "Gov- 
action is needed on two 
- we must know the source 
^ products and labelling must be 

nXtoiy- ll doesn’t seemmuch to 

ask -yet to date neither isin forte. 
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Jazz star Ronnie Scott 
dropped suicide hints 


lames Cuslck 

A personal fear that he could 
no longer perform to his own 
enormously hi gh standards may 
have driven Ronnie Scon, the 
jazz musician and dub owner, 
to kill himself. 

As dose friends and relatives 
yesterday continued to mourn, 
Scott's army of admirers await- 
ed the inevitable commemora- 
tive night at his Soho jazz club 
in Frith Street One dose friend 
said: "Those expecting a wake 
should know better.” 

An early biography of Scott's 
life by the critic John Fbrdham 
was initially called “Let's Join 
Hands and Contact the Ljvmg”. 
Another dose friend said: “The 
tide was apt We will be cele- 
brating someone who knew 
how to live.” 

Scott's body was discovered 
by one of his daughters in his 
London flat on Monday. A 
glass containing alcohol and a 
empty bottle of pills were found 
near the body. 

In recent months, those who 
knew the 69-year-old Scott were 
aware that he was depressed. 
Some friends also believed he 
had tried to drop gentle hints 
that it was unlikely he would be 
around for his 70th birthday. 

Scott had been quietly sched- 
uled to play at his dub on 
Christmas Eve. It had been 
neafiy twtf years siifce had 
played tnsb^gyed tenor saxo- 
phone. in frpnt of audiences. 
Haring developed a serious 
•gum- disease, hfewas forced to 
undergo extensive specialist 
dental surgery in the United 
States. Tooth extraction and 
implants were part of the 
surgery. Crucially for a specialist 


musician this had altered the 
shape of his mouth and affect- 
ed his ability to play. 

Those around Scott knew 
he was baring problems with 
what musicians call "em- 
bouchure”, the position and 
use of the lips involved in play- 
ing a wind instrument like the 
saxophone. 

He had been struggling to 
play precise notes and create his 
own distinctive timbre. 

Although Scott always talked 
modestly about his own talents 
compared to the jazz greats who 
over 30 years had performed in 



Scott: Upset by lost ability 

hischib, he was neverdidess, ac- 
cording to friends, an “intuitive, 
competitive performer’' who 
maintained “enormously high 
standards”. 

Although professional critics 
and musicians have lined up to 
praise Scott's achievements, 
both as a player and as the man 
who rejuvenated British jazz and 


eis into bdievmg jazz excellence 
was not just the preserve of 
Americans, dose maids were 
reluctant to speculate about 
the precise reasons that made 
him decide to commit suicide. 

One respected critic who 
knew Scott wen said jazz musi- 
cians like him led a lifestyle that 
few understood. 

Their work, in the small 
hours of the night, moving into 
day, also involved the intensity 
of having to improvise. 

In addition, their pressurised 
reputation, night after night, 
meant they were “only as good 
as their last solo”. 

One of Scott’s tenor-sax he- 
roes, the American Coleman 
Hawkins, is listed in the histo- 
ry books as having efied naturally 
from pneumonia in 1969. But 
this was not before he had 
practically lived for years on a 
diet of Remy Martin brandy, 
and was prone to regular bouts 
of clinical depression. 

Although the world of jazz is 
littered with self-destructive 
temperaments — such as the 
alto-saxophone player Charlie 
Parker, Who spent a large part 
of his professional life addict- 
ed to heroin, or the trumpeter 
Chet Baker, who died in 1988 
after falling or more likely 
jumping from a hotel window in 
Amsterdam - Scott will be re- 
membered for a constructive 
contribution to h$ craft 
. The musician: And. writer, 
George Meliy,who had been 
booked toang with Scoft at the 
Frith Street dub said musi- 
cians would remember him as 
a wonderful player and a won- 
derful person. 

Obituary, page 13 
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KENYAN S' BED £379 £299 

Mattress sold separately 


WITH MERCURY 
EVERY PAY IS 
CHRISTMAS PAY 





habitat sale 

NOW ON 

For store details call 0645 334433 (local call) anytime 


At Mercury, when we give away free minutes, we don’t 
just limit them to Christmas. Instead, with Mercury 
SmartCall or UK-Call. you can enjoy free minutes 
365 days a year. Which could mean up- to 2 hours of 

free national weekend minutes every month. It’s all 
part of our commitment to provide you with better ' 
prices. Call us now on FreeCaH 0500 500 366 to see . 
what you can save. It’ll feel just like Christmas again. 

A CABLE & WIRELESS COMPANY 
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Major Tom 
floats on stock 


market high 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Tk. T- , ■ ° " - /wiciuflj aura "oiiuhb i f uiii nipwi vamearai TOUT miles 

communion. The pilgrims to the National Trust property follow part of the route first taken by 13 monks from St Mary's Abbey, York, In 1132 


Photograph: Tim Smith/Guzelian 


David Bowie is planning io 
mark his 50th birthday in 
Jantuov by allowing members of 
the public to invest in him. 

The scheme involves raising 
around £50m on Wall Street 
through the first issue of bonds 
linked to the artist's royalties. 

Though members ’of the 
public have for many years 
invested in shows in London 
and on Broadway, it would be 
a radical departure to allow 
investnxxu in the earnings of an 
individual rock singer. 

In the case of Bowie, the plan 
is that investors will lake a 
share of the royalties from the 
artist's catalogue. Bowie's recent 
vent ores have been experi- 
mental, with his passion for the 
Internet a key aspect. And his 
sales in the Nineties have been 
unpredictable. 

However the bond scheme 
would also give investors a cut 


of future earnings from the 
singer's back catalogue, which 
still sells around a million 
records a year, ll includes 
classic albums from the Seven- 
ties such as “Ziggj Stardust", 
“Hunky Dory" and “Aladdin 
Sane", the Eighties chart- 
topper “Let’s Dance" and var- 
ious “greatest hits" packages. 

Bowie's business manage- 
ment firm, the Ra scoff Zysblai 
Organisation in New York. has 
retained a New York investment 
bank, Grunial and Co. to look 
into the idea. 

Gruntal's managing direc- 
tor. David Pulman. told the 
music industry journal Music 
Merit that such an offer would 
be an ai tractive low-risk 
investment because of the 
potential value of the back 
catalogue, which has not been 
actively marketed since 1W3. 
Music \Yevk confirmed that 
raising investment on an artist's 
future earnings would he a first 
for the music basin r ss. 


says noise 
curbs are 


too costly 



Anthony Bevins 

*|l Political Editor 


A Brussels plan to curb noise 
pollution from road, rail and in- 
dustry could cost billions of 
pounds, the ppvemmenl has 
warned MPs. . 


ptop$%lhel 
ister James C 
the Common 


consultative 


has told 
sriljeg- 


•' • icaii- 


islatiOn Committee: ‘Action on 
noise exposure . is an issue of 
strictly local concern.” 

The commission has sug- 
gested “noise-mapping' 5 of the 


European Union, pin-pointing 
problem areas, and setting tar- 


IRt 


[5 


vH 


problem areas, and setting tar- 
gets for reducing the nuisance 
through the noise-testing of ve- 
hicles; curbs on tyre-road noise; 
the possibility of deterrent rail 
track charges; and punitive air- 
port taxes for noisy aircraft. 

In reply, Mr Qappison said 
that target noise proposals con- 
tained in a 1994 report from the 
Royal Commission on Envi- 
ronmental Pollution would have 
cost up to £5bn, and the cost of 
additional measures for indus- 
try “could also ran into bfltions”. 

He told the Commons com- 
mittee: “The Government ac- 
knowledges that problems of 
excessive noise from domestic, 
industrial and commercial 
premises and from most modes 
of transport exist in varying de- 
grees in most member states. 

“However, significant cul- 
tural. political aim lifestyle dif- 
ferences amongst member 
states underline the need to deal 
with these problems at nation- 
al or local level, as appropriate." 

The minister also warned 
that the proposal for noise- 
mapping, and Europe-wide har- 
monisation of the exposure to 
noise, along with target curbs, 
opened up “a new field of com- 


munity activity which tradi- 
tionally and rightly has been the 
exclusive concern of national, 
regional andlocal authorities”. 

Addressing each of the pro- 
posals in turn, Mr Qappison said 
wholesale noise-mapping was 
- < $i&eiy to be very costly and, by 
itself seems unlikely to produce 
environmental benefits and 
most likely to raise expectations 
which cannot be fulfilled'’. 

As for noise targets and stan- 
dards, he said: “Some exist al- 
ready in the UK, including 
thresholds for compensation 
for increased noise resulting 
from new roads and railways, 
noise limits and night restric- 
tions at airports and recom- 
mended levels of noise 
exposure for new residential de- 
velopment near the major 
sources of noise.” 

The Government was con- 
cerned that variable rail trade 
charges could make the rail- 
ways less attractive than road 
transport, and it said there was 
“considerable concern” that the 
cost of curbs on noisy industrial 
machinery had to be justified by 
environmental benefit. “The spe- 
cific proposals on transport noise 
will have significant cost impli- 
cations for vehicle manufactur- 
ers and railways companies,” 
the minister said. 

Under present British law, 
complaints about excessive 
noise can be investigated and 
abatement action can be taken 
by local authorities in England 
and Wales, and by the police in 
Scotland, who also have powers 
to seize noisy equipment. 

Results of the consultation on 
the Brussels package are to be 
considered by ministers next 
June. Because eventual deci- 
sions will be taken by qualified 
majority vote, one government 
cannot use a blocking veto. 



5,000 schools hit 
by books crisis 




Shortages of books and equip- 
ment are hampering children's 
education in more than 5,000 
schools, according to a Labour 
estimate. But parents said they 
thought it only “scratched the 
surface” of educational neglect. 

The National Confederation 
of Parent Tfcacher Associations 
believes parents now spend 
more than £100m in direct con- 
tributions to schools, many for 
“essentials”. . 

The latest estimate on the im- 
pact of book shortages was cal- 
culated by Labour from figures 
supplied by the Governments 
chief schools inspector, Chris 
Woodhead. He confirmed that 
two years ago in a sample sur- 
vey, his inspectors found book 
shortages “adversely affected 
lessons" in 13 per cent of pri- 
mary schools and 23 per cent of 
secondary schools. 

The Labour education 
spokeswoman, Estelle Morris, 


resentative, 5.567 schools would 
be affected across Britain. 

She said: “These figures from 
the Government's inspectors 
show that thousands of schools 


across tbe country bave been left 
with shortages of books and 
equipment which, in Mr Wood- 
head’s words, are adversely 
affecting the standard of 
lesson.-. Parents are having to 
subs* ^ is = the cost of books.” 

Margaret Morrissey, spokes- 
woman for the NCPTA, said: 
“I am surprised the figure of 
schools is so low. Our associa- 
tions know the problem is far 
worse. They could tell Mr 
Woodhead about pupils 
whose famili es live miles apart 
being expected to share books, 
and about others who have 
□ever seen a book - just end- 
less photocopied pages." 
■Groups representing all 

faiths are to hole a series of con- 
ferences a fresh bid to resolve , 
the row over religious assem- 
blies in schools, The law re- 
quiring a daily act of “broadly 
Christian" worship in schools is 
widely flouted. But the Gov- 
ernment refuses to relax it, de- 
spite evidence that at least 4 out 
of 10 secondary schools ignore 
it and 8 Out of 10 primary 
schools cannot .guarantee that 
it will be upheld. 
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how. 



No smoking here. No smoking there. 

For crying out loud, does anybody realise how hard it 
is? How much you’d love to quit but don’t know how? 
Nicotinell do; and our nicotine patches can help. 


You see, many smokers who consisting of large, medium and 
try quitting on willpower alone small patches. 


find it difficult because they’re 


They feed your body's craving 


from a cigarette, but higher than the point where physical cravings 
are too much to bear. Furthermore, unlike some patches, ours 


addicted to nicotine. And the ' for nicotine, gradually reducing the 
moment you deny yourself nicotine, amounts until you no longer need it 


last a full 24 hours. 


your body physically craves rt 


Don’t worry, tar in cigarettes 


Our solution? Wean yourself off is a main cause of lung cancer, 
nicotine with the Nicotinell patch not nicotine. 


programme. 


ft’s a 3 month programme 
•' (could be 2 if you smoke 
h less than 20 a day) 


Every day you wear a patch on 
your arm or body. 

It's designed to deliver a lower 
dose of nicotine than you’d get 


So they help beat that desperate 
desire for the first smoke of the day. 

Once you've finished the small 
patches you've finished the course. 
Just think, you could now be a 


non-smoker. 


Perhaps it only needed someone 
to tell you how. 



it needn’t be hell with nicotinell. 
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Fat cat’s workers on 81p an hour 


Barrie Ctement 

Labour Editor 

One of the most prominent “fat 
cats” in the privatised utilities 
is presiding over a company that 
paid workers Sip an hour lor 
digging trenches - among the 
lowest rates ever recorded in 
modem Britain. 

Henry Casley, who retired as 
chief executive of Southern 
Electric with a package esti- 
mated to be worth anywhere be- 
tween £250,000 and £570,000, 
stiD retains responsibility for 
subsidiaries, one of which paid 
contract workers £33.04 net for 


a 50-hour week. Mr Casley is 
now understood to earn about 
£100,000 a year for a non- 
executive seat on the board at 
Southern Electric where his 
posts include the chairmanship 
of the cable layers MB Burke. 

Workers taken on to dig 
trenches for MB Burke re- 
ceived £122 each for three 
weeks' work. The Barnsley- 
based company deducted from 
their pay £200 for the use of a. 
mini mechanical digger. 

John Whddle, 27, one of the 
trench diggers, said he and his 
two colleagues were not 
warned that such an amount 


would be taken from their 
wages to pay for the rent of the 
equipment He said they 
worked from sevea m the morn- 
ing until nearly eight at night*! 
thought I would be earning a bit 
of money for- Christmas and 
now I’ve nothing,” he said. 

Ken Thylor, finance director 
at MB Burke, said the men were 
not paid by die hour, they had 
opted for piecework: An the 
conditions of employment and 
pay deductions were made dear 
in their contracts, he said. “Un- 
fortunately they didn’t produce 
the quality or the quantity of 
work required 14 ’ . 


He said the men dug around 
100 mazes of trench a week, 
whereas thcnonnalrate ofpro- 
dxictioiiis between 200 and 50(>" 


We wouldn’t have been able to 
recruit so marry people if we 
were paying low wages,” he 


of effort andtbe oonditioa < 
ground- The. average pa 
such work was around £ 
week, Mr Thylor insisted. 


. The Southern Electric di- 
rectors ultimately responsible 
fertile firm came underfire ear-- 


cieanon record Our business 
operates mainlym the Midlands, 
Yorkshire, arid .the North East 
where people have been hit 
hard by die closure of mines and 
steelworks. ,We now employ 
1,750 people, a workforce which 
has increased by 250 this year. 


increases of between 14 and 1 b 
per cent. Mr Casley enjoyed a 
- a 14 pCF-cent rise mdudiiig-’a- 
£5&0t)O bonus. John Deane, 
gKamfraance director received 
a rinmar percentage increase in- 
cludmg_a £35,000 bonus. 

One industry source calcu- 
lated that before privatisation 
the eight directors at Southern 


Electric earned a total of 
£185,000, now they were on^ 
£l,lm plus share options, 

: . iMinnmn iwvuYimenriatioiSi 


by the Greenbury repprt mto 

boardroom remuneration, last 
year Southern Electric reduced 

df p^riw ' emplnyintgifcontracts 

from three years to one. How- 
ever the change was to bem- 
troduoed over a twcHyear period. 
. A spokesman for Southern 
Electnc refused to divulge the 
precise extent of Mr Casley" s re- 
tirement package or his present 
salary. “That is not in the pub- 
• lie domain yet. You will have to 
wait for the annual report." 
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WINTER SALE 

STARTS TODAY 
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Alan Murdoch 

A treasure-trove of pho- 
tographs documenting a wave 
of Irish migrants who from the 
Forties onwards turned parts of 
the capital into a home-from- 
home has been saved by a north 
London museum. 

The work of WfcterfonJ-bora 
Faddy Fahey, who died in 1994, 
spanned all aspects of life of the 
tens of thousands who, like 
him. left Ireland during eco- 
nomic stagnation seeking work 
and a new start in Britain. 

Fahey trained in Ireland dur- 
ing the Thirties and moved to 
London in 1941 where he 
worked first as a labourer before 
establishing himself in his cho- 
sen profession in the Fifties. 
Over the next three decades he 
worked freelance mainly for The 
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The lens of 
an Irishman 
reveals the 
face of exile 
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Irish Post, the weekly newspaper 
for the Irish .community in 
Britain, and the Cork Weekly Ex- 
aminer. He also supplied Irish nar 
donate with Briddi material 

An exhibition of Fahey's 
work mounted by the Grange 
Museum in Neasden is now on 
display in City Museum, 
Fitzgerald Park, in Cork until 
the New Year and thereafter in 
Wexford. Tipperary, Whterford 
and west-coast venues. 

Six thousand of his pho- 
tographs were purchased last 
year from his widow, Peggy, by 
the Grange Museum, with help 
from the Ireland Fund of Great 
Britain. They are now held at 
the Brent Archive in Crickle- 
wood, north-west London. 

Fahey's clear, uncontrived 
style caught- vivid images. His 
subjects span gaelic sports, re- 
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Images from an Irish album: Dancers resting at a ceilidh 
son, Patrick, on a visit to Ireland in the early Sixties 


in Maidstone, Kent, in 1059. Above left, Fahey holds his 
Photographs; Paddy Fahey Collection, Grange Museum 


ligious events, celebrities such 
as Eamonn Andrews and \tel 
Doonican, dances and visiting 
Irish musical stars. 

He also covered political ten- 
sions, from small London 
protests by old ERA men against 
Irish and British governments’ 
policies. Pictures captured then 
of assertive nationalism disap- 
peared in the Seventies as ra- 
hey became disillusioned with 
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Star turn: Big Tom signing autographs at the Galtymore dance hali in 1970 
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the Republican cause in the 
wake of the lRA!s Birmmgbain 
and Guildford pub bombings. 

“After the bombings he got 
sickened by the public side of 
liishness and was upset by the 
reaction against the Irish com- 
munity," said Finbarr Whooley, 
senior curator at The Grange, 
who knew the photographer to- 
wards the end of his career. *Tt 
was bis generation that- was 
thrown sideways by the reaction, 
andjby] the Hcwbies in Ireland” 

Hjs political photos captured 
unique events^uch as the troop- 1 
ing of IRA colours in Rtdiament 
Square in 1951. But it was in 
dance haUs and churches that he j 
caught a special human quality. 
His photos of twisting nurses and | 
the exuberanLshowband era of 
the Sixties and Severnies radiate 
excitement. Venues such as 
Banba and Galtymore dance - 
haUs in north London became 
familiar Fahey destinations, 
where packed audiences flocked j 
to see the Irish Brendan Bowyer, I 
Joe Lynch and later Big Trim. 

Earlier pictures of temper- 
ance outings and huge atten- 
dances at motions and Catholic 
churches suggested a more un- 
certain period as a new com- 
munity found its way in a 
foreign country. 

Long afterwards some of the 
faces featured acquired greater 
notoriety. In a photo of cheery 
clerics at the 1969 dinner dance 
of the Galway Association in 
London, is one Father Eamonn 


Casey, then a London priest and 
housing organiser, afterwards 
Bishop of Kerry and later Gal- 
way. m 1992 he went into exile 
in South America after the 
scandal surrounding his secret 
fathering of a son by an Amer- 
ican woman, Annie Murphy. 

Also caught at the micro- 
phone in 1966 was the Singing 
Priest. Father Michael Cleary, ex- 
posed after his death two years 


ago as a cynical seducer of 
women in his care, who yet pub- 
licly preached from pulpit, radio, 
and newspaper columns a hard- 
line narrow-minded morality. 

Fahey, who never made a for- 
tune from his work, was still 
working in his late seventies as 
a portrait photographer in 
Goldstone, London when he 
died. A book of his photography 
is to be published next year. 
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Police want judges and MPs 
to also reveal Masonic links 






James Cusick 

Organisations representing po- 
lice officers will demand that 
other groups linked to the jus- 
tice system be included if they 
arc id be legally pressurised into 
disclosing membership of secret 
societies such as the Freema- 
sons. Such groups would in- 
clude judges, lawyers and MPs. 

The pressure on police offi- 
cers has increased with a new 
demand from the Police Com- 
plaints Authority that police of- 
ficers be compelled to disclose 
Masonic membership in a reg- 
ister open to public scrutiny. In 
its submission to the House of 
Commons Select Committee 
on Home Affairs, which is con- 
sidering the issue of Masons and 
the legal system and whether re- 


strictions are needed, the PCA 
says that although there is no 
firm evidence of abuse, the sus- 
picions that there are misuses 
linked to membership ore not 
uncommon and need to be ad- 
dressed. 

A compulsory public register 
of officers “on ihe square" (as 
Masonic membership is some- 
times referred to) would “start 
to dismantle the present culture 
of secrecy”. 

The position taken by the 
PCA follows a recent state- 
ment by the Association of 
Chief Officers (ACPO) which 
urged the Government to leg- 
islate for open registration. 

The PCA chairman, John 
Cartright, said on BBC Radio's 
Today programme that a prob- 
lem existed because it was un- 


clear which officers were 
Freemasons. “We have 1 the sit- 
uation sometimes in quite seri- 
ous investigations where we 
discover senior police officers or 
middle-ranking police officers 
are members of the same Ma- 
sonic lodge as people who are 
suspected of quite serious crim- 
inal offences," he said. "There 
may be nothing wrong going on 
but certainly the public and crit- 
ics put two and two together and 
jump to the wrong conclusion." 

There are thought to be 
about 475,000 Freemasons in 
the UK and nearly 9,000 lodges . 
Initiation ceremonies, dating 
back to the early 18th century, 
still include blood oaths and 
vows of loyalty to feDow mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood. 

Should the Home Secretary, 


Michael Howard, bow to the 
PGA and ACPO demands, 
rank-and-file police officers are 
likely demand the net is spread 
wider.' The president of the 
Superintendents Association, 
Brian McKenzie, said that if the 
register was to apply to police 
it should apply to everyone 
within the criminal justice sys- 
tem. “We would have no ob- 
jection at all to compulsoiy 
registration of interest in such 
thing; as Masonic lodges if in- 
deed other components of the 
criminal justice system such as 
judges, Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice lawyers and members of the 
PCA also declared an interest,” 
he said. “They wield just as 
much power as police officers. 
Police officers feel there is an 
attack on their integrity." 
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OUR TEST DRIVERS HAVE HAD THEIR FUN. NOW IT’S YOUR TURN. 

And you waat action, action, the whee.. T*rn on the 

ffe&dve alnminimn engine. ■ . • , . .. .. ignition. Depress the dntch. Select first And go. 

™*8oiJ<m1 just sit there, Make your way post haste to yonr nearest Just one thing. Bring ft back. THE HEW S40. UNDERNEATH IT'S I VOIKO. 
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THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 

BRITAIN'S BIGGEST 
EVER COMPUTER 


mgZziM • ■■■■ 

£650 

WORTH OF 

SOFTWARE 


1 rT 


24 TOP 
TITLES 



i(S§§?^RIP 


*«?> •?;:- 





■mxanjor 
■ UNGDMZUB- 


■ XDCMHDDKHfl 

■ SatMBMKMIVB 


AceR ACROS 

120MHz Pentium* Processor. 

■ 8 Mb RAM. 

■ 810 Mb hard disk. 

■ 14 " monitor. _ 

■ 8 speed multimedia. g 

u Stereo soundcard and speakers. X 

MODEL: Acer Acros P120 Multimedia A 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

PRINTER SALE- SAVE Vo p £100 


SAVE Vo £200 


PACKARD 


• I I 



OVER 

£1000 

WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE 1 


NOTHING 


120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 8Mb EDO RAM. 

■ 1 Gb -hard disk. 

■ Six speed multimedia. 

Over £1000 worth of software? , MIP m f pr M »« 
£200 worth of Microsoft 

discount voucher*. |S£^S^L»>. 

Was El 399 : 

Model: Packard Bell 9001s 


APRICOT 

120MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 8 Mb RAM. 

■ 1 . 2 Gb hard disk. 

■ Eight speed multimedia. 

■ 2 Mb 3 D Graphics card. 

m 28 . 8 K.bps data/fax modem 

Was £1499. • ■ ti 

+ £550 worth of software* 1 

MODEL: Apricot MS540 8Mb P120 Multimedia | 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS^ 

SALE SPECIALS - HURRY LIMITED STOCKS 

~ ■* gs 


NOTHING TO PAT FOR 9 MONTHS 


•y..X4 ■ 


PACKARD BELL PC save. 

■ i - i. - — £200 


8M- EDO RAM. 13Gb hard dtf» 

Six speed mutontdi* 2B®Lbps 
Daa/to Modem, Horiae cortwDed 
oomrunaBonscaid Rado Csd. 
Media SefcaftneLOwrCiMaaf 


NOTHING TO PAY TOR 9 IViONTHS. 


e 24 


■14 


9 MONTHS 


8Mb MM. IGbhwddd. Quid speed 
nlanik Omt nW of Mhwr 
KeEIM 
MxttMMM3230 


STAR 


PACKARD BELL SAVE 

c50 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 

ADVENT PC save 

=9H£H 

y 


ACER-PORTABLE save 

i - . i £50 


tMb RWLflUMB hwd (Ml 104* TFT 

(riu'fc^WmfaM'95 

WB£f6M. 

ItattteJtaanhPnOSSCKX 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR N MONTHS 



NOTHINC TO PAY FOF 0 MONTHS 


I^ I SSM Sfio 

!■ i. r.T.i Mi' i .. vi i ’ ii ji lamaai 
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Colour Dot Matrix Printer. 

24 Pm. 192 charaoere per 
second pm speed (draft), 
50 pa^e sheel feedet 

v'tewesr. 699. 

1‘jH iv.'*JC 


SAVE 

t 40 


SOFTWARE SALE - SAVE Vo p £290 


OLIVETTI 


Colour Inkjet Printer. 

• 00 } 50P DPI resotuUon (cnluur). 
L'3 ’j 3 fags pe» rmnuffi oulpul 
10 readeni ttmap loots. Was £169. 


CANON 
fri wTr 


TTOoE* DPI resolution 
monochrome. 360 PH colour 
pnr.VS- Up To i 4 pa5« pa 
rronule ibJickl. 5 hrit-m toms 


Laser Pnatac. 

l200n50QDPIiesdunon.H>lD 12 
jugs per rrwule, 2#i> memoy voh 
■ertwrad monoy am* 75 scattfe 
fenR.Was £1049. 

Voirf HL \XQe 


SAVE 

clOO 


PERIPHERALS SALE 


SAVE f! £200 ON PACKARD BEIL AND APRICOT PCs 


ACER 


COREL DRAW V6 


The ultimate 32 bit graphics package. 
Includes Draw, Photopaint, Dream 3D 
Motion 3D, Presents OCR trace as 
well as 25,000 dip art images. 

Was £389. Full Product 


SAVE 1 

t290 


NOTHING 70 PAY TOP 5 MOUTHS 


NOTHINC TO PAY FOR 9 MONTHS 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR A MONTHS 


HARD OKL'i. S* 


^^^NOTHINU^Am^jiOSiTHS^ —pACKARP BELLj ^ve B PACKARD BELL [ q^vE ■ APRICOr^^ S AVE 

; - SAVE to £ 1 20 


ACCOUNTS 

TI 


touts 
tnjyiaiineifia finance 
art indudes ftiden 5, i 

££SCT m If 

busires iraxe. was £59. 1 — 


SAVE 

£10 


CAD 


SAVE 
» j f120 

TAPE BACKUP — ^ I SCANNER J caVE 1 . 

PRICE ^ ^^a a 0 

II 


SAVE Vo £400 ON PORTABLES 


ColondQ OX-3S. 

invmil JUO.VU'it'.- top*-' 

ip 'Il'.o. 1 . Inclij-ii. ' oiSr 


MODEM 


SAVE, 

£10 


|e129 


DIGITAL CAMERAi SAVE i 

£100 


locMKhPaf«scaa Cskmv Pm. 

•UW dots per inch resduhon 
lufl cflbut page scanner vwb 
lull suiro or imag? marug^menr 
sothvjie. Includes advanced 
■iaamwnt Icedct. 

Was £299. 



OLIVETTI 


1 QOM Hz PsoHm Processor 

8Mb RAM. 510Mb hard disk. 10.4" dual scan 
colour efisplay. MS DOS &2Z 
Windows for Wtod Groups or W%rdows 95. 
(dual instaSatior). . . 

Was £1599 £1349 £1249. 
um Fdot PIOUO Wufcmail 


lZOMifc Pnfl» Prncwor. 

16Mb RAM, l^Gbhardcfek. 

1 1.3' dual scan colour display. 
Six speed Miitimecfia. 

Windows 95. Was £1999. 
Mooa: Acer 570c PI 2KD 


SAVE 

dOO 


Haywi Aeon Mmagt Modoo. 

2S' S lObir- data. fo. modem 
;v:h •-■ome .jfijhliiiu^ indud?.- 
•uiK 'ofr.van? :o handle all 
conir.unicaTW. 

Wr.f i?o. 


► 


MEMORY 


Kodak DC20. 

r .:l ctlcFjr -iisAit cjmerj. 

Cjrr-Jic imap/s in tud cdoui 


d'21'iTiliJOd 10 tOUt fC !PT 


•fJSn®. pnr.rinj or cc-mg 


16 MBYTE 
PRICE CRASH 


isaveI 

£ 30 


SAVE 

£400 


NOTHING TO PAY FOR 3 NTONTHS 


• T • T • 


TOSHIBA 


16 Mbyte 72 PIN. 

ImroeduTefv ctaeases the speed 
that tour PC rurcr at Fits m 
se^nds and seB Cirtfgjnns 
Vin £129 


1e99'1 


1 OOMttz PmUbh Procesiob 

9Vb S2C RAfAfliOWb hard dak. 

1 1 3" D-j! scan erfour oispLsy. MS 
OOSe^.ttiricfajRfarWbri 
CMuas 5.T l cr UVsriaw 95. (Dual 
irdateionl War £ 1599. 

MOML ToJiiJ Sa-Sue 1I0CS 


NOTHING TO PAY FOP 9 MONTHS 


NAVI. I TEXAS 

E 100* 1 


16AA> EDO RAM, 810Mb hard 
(fck. 12.1“ Dual scan colour 
tfepfay. Windows 95. 


mmm 


e1799 


OLIVETTI 

SAVE 


e 



ffl 

| NOTHING TO PAY FOR 12 '.TUNIHb ■■feMfifl 

TEXAS 

SAVE 


ie 200 



dopfta^i pa las and autorafic 
iSrnetjj ang.' Wk £79. • 


ANTI-VIRUS 


NBcroaolt WtMtewi 95 

Urtock the pcaential of the 
PC the opoatmg system 
that wJ aa nrtatm everytbng 
(hat you do on your PC 


MATHCAO V 6 


SAVE 

£30 


SAVE 

£20 




[SAVE] 

£30 


FHSE 

MICROSOFT 
_S V'.'ORTH 

£3-5.99 


11791 


^AVE 

£130 


□there to tetion 
Was €2459. 


Mdop^tooff 

S tl a ni 

An insetaoive 
eupterawm of the 
SOBVES. was £34.99. 


GOrUCMbniT 

A unique arriwe at 
ovs 100 amazing 
yeais. - 
Was £39.99. 


tafopedla 

Aiawrinne 
encydopeda cm your PC 
\tesE293a- 


mvW Pnmtft 

Indudes overs 
thousand quesnons 
and anwien. 

Was £34 J99; 


l HALF 
PRICE 1 


SAVEJ 

£ 1 Q_ 


SAVE) 
£10 



NOTHING TO PAY FOB * WO^M 


NOTHING TO PAY FOP ;i MONTHS 


'NOTHING 

TO PAY FOR 
UP TO 
12 MONTHS 


Aa or Mtty offbeat 

Muppm humout 
Was £3939. 


ton Snba and Uens 
m a series d far games. 
WbE 3 » 9 &-' 


i HALF 
pRICEl 


rSA-VEl 

£ 1 ° I 

IE2I 



APR 

29.5% 


_a 


THE BEST SERVICE AROUND 

WIDEST RANGE 

■ immediate availability on over 5000 products 

■ Hands on demonstrations 

EXPERT ADVICE 

■ Expert staff on hand seven days a week 

■ Dedicated business sales staff 

■ Technical Centre specialists for upgrades, 
configurations, installations. 

AFTER SALES SUPPORT 

■ PC and Software helpline 

■ Up to five years comprehensive 
insurance 

■ Next day on-site service 
ASK IN STORE FOR DETAILS 



rut ccmnmm jurntfroni 1 ^ 

■ X at 


5000 

codeerr* 




' r ^ 1 • 








-*r 






PC WORLD 


| THE COMPUTER SUPERSTORE 

— -r— ’ ^g^.jgerrsasagat" 





- - . j -.j 


We won't be beaten 

we t»on«se tfiat * w« find the sane eftr writfcte a * tow pee n any o4w 
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FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE CALL 0990 464 464 



LONDON AREA 
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No crumb of Christmas comfort for ousted leader’s husband 



Terror alert in 


France after 


Islamic threat 


Mary Dofevsky 

Paris 


Season of 
in custody 


ill wfll: Asif AH 
on corruption 


Zadari, husband of ousted Pakistani premier Benazir Bhutto, being taken to jail in Karachi yesterday after being remanded 
charges. He complained that he had not been allowed to take Christmas cake with his wife and children Photograph: Reuters 


Security in and around Paris was 
stepped up over the Christinas 
holiday, following a threat from 
Algerian Islamic fundamental- 
ists to launch new terrorist at- 
tacks unless the government 
meets a let of demands. They 
included the release of a con- 
victed terrorist sentenced to 
death in Algeria and an end to 
French - and European - aid to 
the Algerian government. 

The threat was contained in 
an open letter to President 
Jacques Chirac and couched in 
exceptionally strong language. 
After referring to past terrorist 
attacks and threatening to “de- 
stroy France", the letter said: 
“We are capable of doing much 
more than this, because we be- 
lieve that when we cut off your 
heads, dissect your bodies’ and 
scatter you. we are performing 
an act of devotion that brings 
us nearer to' God. “ The letter 
also spoke of “murders and 
massacres" and said: "You 
know that we do what we say: 
recent events prove it.” 

Witten in Arabic over two 
pages, the letter purported to 
come from the Armed Islamic 
Groups (G1A) - the organisa- 


tion held responsible for the 
1995 bomb attacks in France 
and believed also ;o he behind 
the bomb at Foil Royal station 
in Paris on 3 December. Al- 
though it contained no specif- 
k: admission of responsMitv lor 
that bomb, it referred to the hi- 
jack of the Air France airbus 
two years ago, and to terrorist 
attacks "that cost the lives of 
dozens or your compatriots". 

It was signed with the name 
of An tar Zouabri. "emir of the 
G1A*. Zouabri 'was recently 
named m a newsletter regard- 
ed as close to the GIA as the or- 
ganisation's new leader. 

The letter apparently arrived 
at the El \ see Palace last week- 
end, but first details were re- 
leased by the authorities, 
perhaps deliberately, only on 
Christmas Eve when people 
were preoccupied with domes- 
tic preparations and the media 
were in good-news mode. 

Reports were low key and 
were accompanied hv an inte- 
rior ministry statement insisting 
that "all measures of vigilance 
and security have been renewed 
and strengthened" and that the 
government would “not to give 
m to blackmail, fear or vio- 
lence". There were also sug- 
gestions that the letter was a 


forgery or a trick. There arc 
many signs, however, that it is 
regarded by the authorities as 
genuine. 

It now appears, lor instance, 
that although the French gov- 
ernment frequently professes ig- 
norance of the GlA's motives for 
any attacks, h has received sim- 
ilar letters and demands in the 
past, including before the Air 
France hijack two years ago and 
after the abduction of seven 
French monks from their 
mrmastciy m Algeria last April. 

In the firs] case, the French 
authorities refused to negotiate, 
stormed the plane and kukil tin* 
hijackers, leaving the GIA 


threatening vengeance. In the 
ie authorities apnar- 


second, the authorities . _ 
enthr tried to deal with the 1 
nappe rs (though they denied it 
at the tune I, and the subsequent 
murder of the monks seems to 
lutve resulted Irom the deal go- 
ing wrong. 

Both times, the attackers de- 
manded the freedom or Ab- 
delhaq Layada. who headed 
the GIA until June 1993 when 
he was arrested in Morocco and 
extradited to his nnt h e Algeria 
where he faces the death penal- 
ly. The blest letter also de- 
mands freedom for an us yet 
unnamed group of “brethren". 


Serb riot police clear 
streets of protesters 


Kurt Scbork 

Belgrade (Reuter) 


Riot police forced opposition. 

" Belgrade’s 


demonstrators off 
sCrectsyestexdayas the Serbian 
government cracked down on 
more thanfive weeks of protests 
against President Slobodan 
Milosevic. A spokeswoman for 
tbe-Zajedno (Together) oppo-. 
ation parties said the coalition 
feared its three main leaders 
were about to be arrested as Mr 
Milosevic appeared to lose pa- 
tience with me disruption erf the 


capital for several hours a day. 
Thoi 


jusands of police in riot 
gear swamped central Belgrade 
to enforce an interior ministry 
ban on marches by Zajedno and 
students against alleged election 
fraud perpetrated by the ruling 
Socialist Party (SPS). 

The police ignored a march 
through snowy streets by 5,000 
students but were firm with 
around 30,000 Zajedno activists 


blocking a main street under 
the windows of the opposition 
headquarters in the city centre. 

They forced the demonstra- 
tors into a pedestrian area at the 
-nearby , Republic Square, 
blitting those who resisted with, 
'their shields and hitting them 
with batons. . 

The three Zajedno leaders 
said to be threatened with ar- 
rest, Zoran Djindjic, Vuk 
Draskovic and Vesna Pesic, ad- 
dressed the demonstrators from 
a platform in the square. Mr 
Djindjic told the whistling 
crowd: "Can you imagine a 
country in which, after losing lo- 
cal elections, its president tries 
to provoke a civil war?" He 
added: “We will always manage 
to last one daylaq#ar than Milo- 
sevic. They simply cannot keep 
20,000 police in Belgrade every 
day, but we can hold out for six 
months if necessary." .. 

The Zajedno spokeswoman 
said 20,000 police equipped 


with water cannon were de- 
ployed in the capital to prevent 
a 37th day of opposition 
protests.' 

The United States and oth- 
er Western governments have 
warned Mr Milosevic he risks 
economic reprisals and contin* 
ued international isolation if he 
uses violence to restore order.' 
He rejected a request for an 
emergency meeting from a US 
diplomat, Richard Miles, who 
saw the Foreign Minister Milan. 
MOutinovic instead. 

The Yugoslav Deputy Prime 
Minister, Nikola Samovic, told 
journalists the authorities would 
not use violence hut said “any- 
one who violates or questions 
the authority of the law will not 
be tolerated”. 

At least 58 people were in- 
jured in fighting between police, 
opposition and SPS supporters 
on Tuesday when Mr Milosevic 
held a counter-rally outside the 
Zajedno offices which flopped. 


Evil spirit exorcised 
from ‘Swan Lake’ 


A new production of Swan 
Lake has opened at Moscow’s 
Bolshoi Theatre, where the 
stagnant repertoire is at last be- 
ing refreshed after the depar- 
ture of the so-called “dictator 
ofbaflet", the former artistic di- 
rector Yuri Grigorovich- 
But his replacement, 
VJadunir'V&sOyev, has yet to win 
the hearts of Muscovites with his 
new version of the popular 
classic, in which be has taken the 
controversial decision to drop 
the evil black swan. 

Vasilyev, who promised to 

a a belated dose of pen- 
to the Bolshoi after he 
ended Grigorovich 's 30-year 
grip on the toilet in 1995, knows 
thathe may disappoint those in 
the audience who love to hate 
the baddy- But he justifies drop- 
ping the black swan on the 
grounds that she was not origi- 
nally, envisaged by Tfchaikovsky. 

The composer’s first ballet, 
daring back to 1S77, was not 
much of a success when it was 
initially staged, and Tfctuutovsky 
was so disappointed that he 
waited 14 years before ventur- 
ing to write another. He died 


The Bolshoi’s new 
ballet is causing 
controversy, writes 

Helen Womack in 

Moscow 


never knowing that Swan Lake 
would come to be appreciated. 

The St Petersburg choreog- 
rapher Marius Petipa brought 
in the blade swan when he re- 
vived the ballet one year after 
Tchaikovsky’s death. The story, 
is that Prince Siegfried falls in 
love with a maiden turned info 
a white swan by a magician. Bat 
by mistake, he swears eternal 
love to an evil black look-alike. 

Grigorovich, who first staged 
his version of the bafiet in 1969, 
wanted the romantic prince to 
die tragically as a result of his 
failure to reconcile the pure 
/deals of die white swan and the 
dark fantasies of his subcon- 
scious, represented by the black 

swan. But he was working in the 

darkest days of the Brezhnev 
era. Soviet cultural watchdogs 
insisted on a happy ending and. 


rather than ruin his career, 
Grigorovich bowed to pressure. 

Dancers who went on strike 
in support of Grigsroyicb before 
he was forced fo retire said he 
was a victim of his rime and no 
more of a dictator than any oth- 
er ballet master, \fesflyev is 
more co-operative with the me- 
dia than his predecessor. And 
he keeps his dancers on then- 
toes by insisting that they have 
renewable contracts, a shocking 
change for artists brought up in 
iheSoviet jobs-for-life system. 
His artistic achievements have 
yet to be judged, however. 

Many Russians are cynical 
about Swan Lake, since the 
Communist hardliners who 
tried to oust Mikhail Gorbachev 
in August 1991 kept repeating 

the ballet on television in the 
hope of distracting popular at- 
tention from the coup. 

Nevertheless, tickets were 
sold out fox the first night, co- 
inciding with Western Christ- 
mas, which some New Russians 
think it chic to celebrate before 
the traditional New Year holi- 
day and the Russian Orthodox 
Church Christmas in January. 


Hebron deal ‘by new year’ 



Jerusalem (Reuter) — The 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
expects a long-overdue deal 
for handing over the town of 
Hebron to PLO self-rule to be 
signed with Israel at the end of 
the month, Palestinian legisla- 
tors said yesterday. 

ZSyad Abu Ziyad, of Bast 
Jerusalem, said Mr Arafat an- 
nounced the dates during a 
briefing on talks he had held 
with Israel on the Hebron deaL 

“If the Israelis go ahead with 
their promises and the plans 


which were planned, maybe it 
will be possible to conclude an 
agreement on the 30th and the 
31st [of December},” beraid 
The remarks supported tto 
forecast of a senior Israeli offi- 
cial on Tuesday that there would 

be a deal by the end of the year. 

A summit that day between Mr 
Arafat and Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. Israeli Prime Minister, 
ended weeks of deadlock uj 
talks on Israel’s hand-wer of 80 
percent of Hebron ip the Pales- 
tinians in the Israeli-occupied 


West Bank. Tensions remain 
high in Hebron. A petrol bomb 
was thrown near the town’s 
Jewish eadave but caused no in- 
juries or damage. 

‘ Most of Mr Netanyahu’s cab- 
inet are expected to back the 
deal though some say it speQs 
danger for Jews in Hebron. 

. The US Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross headed home to 
brief President Bill Clinton on 
the talks. He said he would be 
back on Monday to seal the 
agreement. 
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EVERY STORE. 


At Peoples Phone there's a wide range of leading brand name 
anal ogue phones, all with 25% off. There’s also 25% off 
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free connection. 
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JANUARY 


Cricket England v 

Zimbabwe, second ooe-day 
international Harare; 
England Undcr-19v 
Combined XI. one-day 
game, Lahore 


SDoohor Liverpool Victoria 
Charity Oiaflenge ' 

(to 5 Jan) 


Cricket England v Zimbab- 
we. third one-day interna- 
tional, Harare; England 
Undcr-19v Pakistan Under- 
19. first one-day interna- 
tional, GujranwaJa 
SMtag Women's Alpine 
World Cup (slalom, giant 
slalom), Maribor, Slovenia 
(to 4) 

Speed Skating British Short 
Tbck Championships, 
Guildford (to 4) 


I FA Cup third round 
Rugby union Ireland v Italy, 
Dublin: European Cup 
semi-final: Leicester v 
Toulouse. France 
Athletics Belfast cross- 
country, Mallusk 
Golf World Championship 
of Golf, Scottsdale, Arizona 
(to 5) 


IbRby onion European Cup 
semi-final: Brive, France v 
Cardiff 

Cricket England Under- 19v 
Pakistan Under- 19, second 
one-day international. Sialkot 
fiMfiqg Men's Alpine Vfarid 
Cup (slalom, giant slalom), 
KranjskaGora, Sloven ( 106 ) 


i Sydney Internation- 
al. Men: BellSouth Open, 
Auckland. Women: Tasman- 
ian Inlenalional, 

Hobart (all events to 11) 


8 


Footbafl Coca-Cola Cup 
fifth round 

Cricket England Under-19 
v Pakistan Under-19, third 
one-day international, 
Karachi 


10 


Cricks! England v NZ Acad- 
emy XL one-day game. 
New Plymouth 


11 


HotM rackig Victor Cban- 
der Chase, Ascot 
Shlng Alpine World Cup: 
Men (downhill, slalom, 
combined), Chamonix, 
France: Wimen (downhill. 


super-g), Bad 
Kleinlmdihei] 


sim, Austria 

(to 12) 

Speed SkMtagWxld Junior 
Short Hack Championships. 
Michigan (to 12) 


12 


13 


14 

17 


18 


Cydocroos British Cham- 
pionships, Sutton Park. Binn- 
mghani (to 9) 

AtkMics Amorbicta cross- 
country meetmg, Spain 


Tennis Australian Open, 
Melboume (to 26) 

Cricket England v NZC Se- 
lection XI, Palmerston North 
(to 16) 


Skflng Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (giant slalom), Adelbo 
den. Switzerland 

AtMoHca IAAF Indoor per- 
mit meeting. Montreal 
Snead skating 
ShortTrackC- 
Malroo (to IS) 

Itagbyenkm Five Nations' 
Championship. Scotland v 
Wales, Murrayficld; Ireland 
v France, Dublin 
Cricket England v Northern 
Districts, Hamilton (to 21) 
RsB yl at Monte Carlo Ral- 
ly (to 23) 

String Alpine World Cup: 
Men (downhill, slalom). Wen- 
gen. Switzerland: Women 
(slalom, pant slalom), 
Zwicsd, Germany (to 191 


19 


Figure skating European 
Championships, fttris (to 27) 
SaRof UK Admiral's Cup 
team ui Key West (to 26) 
Athletics Seville cross- 
country 


20 


Fifa World Player 
the Year IW announced. 
Lisbon 


23 


GoV Johnnie Walker Classic. 
Hope Island. Queensland. 
Australia (to 26) 

Athletics Si Petersburg 
indoor meeting 


24 


Cricket England v New 
Zealand, Tim Test. Auckland 
tto2S) 

Skit Alpine World Cup: 
Men (two downhills, slalom, 
combined], KitzhUhd, Aus- 
tria; Women (downhill, giant 

slalom, super-g), Cortina 
d'Ampezzo, Italy (to 26) 


OC Footbafl PA Cup fourth 
£«) round 

Rugby mk B Hcioekcn Eu- 
ropean Cup Final, venue tba 
AtUcrHc* AAA Indoor 
Championships, 

B mnmgbam 


26 


Super 
Bowl XXXL Louisiana 
Superdome, New Orleans 


27 


Men: Croatian In- 
door tournament, Zagreb; 
Shanghai Open. Women: 
Pan-Pacific Open, "Ibkyo (all 
events 
to £ Feb) 


OQsu« 

kV Cup (S 


_ Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (super-giant slalom), 
Laax, Switzerland 


30 


1 


Crtehat England v New Zea- 
(aod A, Whngamn (to 2 Feb) 
Ooff Hdndcen Classic, The 
Vines, ftrtfa. Australia (to 2 feb) 
SUhg Men's Alpine World 
Cup (night slalom). Schlad- 
ming. Austria 


FEBRUARY 


Ragby onion Five Nations' 

v Ireland, Cardiff 
Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting, Budapest Tourco- 
ing cross-country, France 
Cydocross World Cham- 
pionships, Munich (to 2) 
Skiing Women’s Alpine 
World Cup (downhill, slalom, 
combined). Laax, Switzerland 

(to 2 ) 

Sdhe; Alpine World Cham- 
pionships, Sestriere (to 16) 
Twli Ufomen: LTA satel- 
lite. Sunderland (to 8 ) 
Snooker Benson & Hedges 
Masters, Wembley (to 9 Feb) 
AtHetlcs Indoor meeting, 
Stuttgart 


Women: Austrian 
Open. Linz- Men: LEA in- 
door satellite, Bramhall, Gtr 
Manchester (both to 9) 
SaMng Australia Gup, Perth 
(to 9) 


Speed skating Interna- 
tional short track competition, 
Guildford (to 5) 


IAAF indoor 
meeting, Madrid 


Cricks* England v New 
Zealand, Second Test, 
Wellington (to 10) 

GoV South African Open, 
tba (to 9) 


7 Inals Davis Cup, 
Group, first round (t 


World 
(to 9) 

Hockey Men’s indoor dub 
finals. Crystal Palace 
RaByfeog Swedish Interna- 
tional Rally. Kadstad (to 10) 
AtMobcs IAAF indoor 
meeting. New York 


8 


Athletics IAAF indoor 
meeting, Maebashi, Japan; 
indoor meeting, Moscow 


Inals Women: LTA 
satellite, BOlesley, 
Birmingham (to 15) 
At M u l Iia Almond Blossom 
cross-courtiy, Albufeira, Por- 
tugal; Dieriorch cross- 
country, Luxembourg 


10 


12 


Tennis Mem Dubai open; 
Marseilles Open; LTA in- 
door satellite, Chigwell Es- 
sex. ftbraetu Open Gaz de 
Ranee, Paris (aD events to 1 6) 
SnMngVfendfeGIobedueto 
finish, Les Sables d'OIonne, 
France 

Footbafl England v Italy, 
Wirid Cup qualifying Group 
TWo, Wbmbfcy 
Athletics Indoor meeting, 
Ghent 


13 


14 


15 


16 


Golf Dimension Data, Sun 
City, South Africa (to 16) 
Saoo Ka r International 
Open, Aberdeen (to 23 Feb) 

Cricket England v New 
Zealand. Third Test, 
Christchurch (to 18) 
A thleti c s IAAF indoor 
meeting, Karlsruhe 


FA Cup fifth round 
Rugby union Five Nations' 
Championship. France v 
Wiles, ftiris; Ireland v Eng- 
land, Dublin 

Athletic ■ Indoor meeting. 
Vienna 

Tennis Women: LTA satel- 
lite, Redbridge (to 22) 
A t M s Ucs IAAF indoor 
meeting, Lievin 


W Tennis Men: European 
Community Championships, 
Antwerp; Kroger St Jude 
tournament, Memphis; LTA 
satellite, Eastbourne. 
Women: Faber Grand Prix, 
Hanover; IGA Classic. Ok- 
lahoma Chy (aO events to 23) 

JO AiMsties IAAF indoor 
XO meeting, Moscow 



20 


22 


Cricket England v New 
Zealand, Erst one-day inter- 
national, Christchurch 
Golf Alfred D unhiH South 
African PGA championship, 
Houghton, Johannesburg 
(to 23) 

Athlstlcs IAAF indoor 
meeting, Stockholm; IAAF 
Grand Prix IWo event. 
Melbourne 

Horse racing Grcenalls 
Gold Cup. Haydock 
Skting Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (downhill, super-g). 


Germany (to 23) 
Rhythmic Gymnastics 

British Championships. M0- 
tou Keynes (to23) 
Itlklki IAAF indoor 
meeting, Athens 


23 


Cricks* England v New 

Zealand, second one-day in- 
ternational. Auckland 
Footbafl Coca-Cola Cup 
semi-final, first leg 



Ts loncEncdrihBSI be 
irifeakalcpfayiril 


tIAAF/Rioofa indoor 
rmir fmol K minglain 


i Mem Advanta Qiam- 
Philadelphia; Ital- 
1 Championships, 
Milan (both to 2 Mar); UA 
indoor satellite mastos, Croy- 
don (to 28). Women: Fed 
Cup, first round 


26 


Cricks* England v New 
Zealand third one-day in- 
ternational, Napier 
SaHag SORC, Cmacs and 
Mumm 36s, Miami 


27 


Dubai Desert Classic, 
Emirates Qub, Dubai 
(to 2 Mar) 


28 


IbalylngSiifiri Rally, Nairo- 
bi (to 3 Mar) 

Siding Women's Alpine 
World Cup (two downhills), 
Nagano, Japan (to 1 March) 
A t hle tics US indoor cham- 


First European Msterans 


1 


MARCH 


Cricks* England v New 
Zealand, fourth one-day in- 
ternational, Auckland 
ntgby nnhm Five Nations’ 

Scotland v 


Murrayficld; Eng- 

land v France, wickcnbam 
SkGag Men's Alpine World 

Cup (downhill, super-g), Kvit- 
(jeU, Norway (to 2) 
A t hletics Great Britain v 
Russia, indoor meeting, Qas- 
v; indoor meeting, 


Cyd* speedway World 
Cup, Fmdon, Australia 


4 


i Mem ABN/AMRO 
World Tennis Tournament. 
Rotterdam; Franklin Tem- 
pleton Classic, Scottsdale. 
Ariz (both to 9 Mar). 
Women: Evert Cup, Indian 
Wells. Cal (to IS) 

Hockey Men’s World Cup 

ipalit yr j Ctnb 1 iimpa ir 

(to 15) 

Cricket England v New 
Zealand, fifth one-day 
international. Wellington 

Football European dub 
competitions, quarter-finals, 
first leg 

Hockey Women's School 
Championship, Milton 
Keynes (to 6 ) 

SMtag Men’s Alpine World 
Cup (slalom, giant slalom). 


7 


8 


Golf Moroccan Open (to 9) 
Skiing Women’s Alpine 
llforid Cup (slaten. stiper^). 
Mammoth Mountain, 
California (to 7) 

Athletics World Indoor 
Onmpion ships, Paris Berry 
(to 9); High Jump meeting, 
Wuppertal; NCAA Indoor 
Champkmdups, Indianapolis 
(to 8) 

Foofeal KACup. ssth round 
Homo racing Imperial Cnp, 
San down 

Honing Women's Head of 
the river 

Motor racing Australian 
Grand Prix, Melbourne 
AttMleo San -Vittore cross- 
country 

Cyrio epoodno y World In- 
dividual Champaonslnps, 
Salisbury, Australia 


10 


Toonls Men: Newsweek 
Champions Cup, Indian 
Wells, Cal; Copenhagen 
Open (both to 16) 

ScMfcg Congressional Cup, 
Long Beach (to 17) 
Snootar Thailand Open (to 
16 Mar) 

U Hc t o o Wfhg Cheltenham 
Gold Cup meeting (to 13) 

1 Footb a fl Coca-Cola Cup, 
semi-final, second leg 
Sktog Alpine Wxkl Cup Fi- 
nals (downhill, slalom, giant 
slalom, super-g), Vhfl. 
Colorado (to 16) 

■i Golf Portuguese Open 

XO (to 16) - 


M Ralytag Welsh Ralty, Mobil 

DTbp Gear British Cham- 


pkxisfaip (to 15) 


15 


16 


Five Nations' 
Championship, Wiles v Eng- 
land, Cardiff; Francev Scot- 
land, Ptois 

Itogiylaague Stones Super 
League starts 

Motor roclng Global 
Endurance GT race, Monza 
(to 16) 

Footbafl Coca-Cola Cup, 
semi-final, second leg 

Figaro skating World 
Championships, Lausanne 
(to 23) 

Hockoy Men’s Golden Ju- 
bilee She Nations Tourna- 
ment, Karachi (to 23) 


17 


18 


T bsDU n u i n|« m i diij m 

Key Biscayne (to 29). Men: St 
Petersburg Open (to 23) 
A thle ti cs IAAF Grand Prix 
TWo event, Johannesburg 

S nooker Benson & Hedges 
Irish Masters. Goffe (to 23) 


19 

20 


F o o tb afl European dub 
competitions, quarter-finals, 
second leg 

Golf Threspafia Masters 
(to 23) 


21 

22 


Ragby onion World Cup 

Sevens, Hong Kong (to 23) 

Hono racing Lincoln Hand- 
icap Doncaster 
Bu w btg Head of the River 
Raflying Portuguese Rally, 
Figuera da Foe (to 27) 
CfrcflagWodd Cup. Milan to 
San Remo 


23 


24 


British Rxmula 
3 Championship, Donington 
MMoHcn Warid cross-coun- 
try championships, Thrin 
— ota— yta tgSupertrikc 
event, Phillip Island, Australia 


Mem Grand Prix 
Hassan H, Casablanca (to 30) 


27 


28 


29 


Golf Madeira Island Open 
(to 30) 

Soooknr British Open, 
Plymouth (to 6 April) 

Galling Rolex Cup, St 
Thomas, France (to 30) 
Hockey European Cup- 
Winners' Cup tournament, 
Reading (to 31) 


30 


Scotland v Estonia, 
Wjrid Cup qualifying Group 
Four, Hampden Paric Whies 
v Belgium, World -Cup qual- 
ifying Group Seven, Cardiff; 
Northern Ireland v Portugal, 
World Cup qualifying Group 
Nine, Windsor Park 
Speed akatingWxld Short 
Track Championships, 
Nagano, Japan (to 30) 

Motor racing Brazilian 
Grand Prix, Interiagos, 

Sao Paulo 


Motor ndng Autoloader 
RAC British Tburing Car 

Q i a nip ionyh j jpj T ygimgtn n 

Koran racMg Izidi Grand 
National, Fanybouse 

Wjmem Rmilypr- 
Cun, HDton 


ATHLETICS 


13 April 


CRICKET 


de 

Head 


Cup, 
SC (to 6 ) 


APRIL 


2 


Scotland v Aus- 
tria; World Cup qualifying 
flmnp Four, Hampden Park: 
Macedonia v Republic of 
Iidandi Wbrid Om qualify- 
ing Group Eight; Ukraine v 
Northern Ireland, W)dd Oq> 

qualifying Group Nine 


=frst1bst ‘ 
Second Test 

mwfest - 
EngMnd vA 

TTslTfesf ' 
Second Ttet 
ffwd:Tbst. , 
: 0wtiiTest 

TfmUfst - 

SfctfhTest 


Auckland, 24-28 Jan 
. Weffin^ton; 6-10 Fab 
Christehurcli, 14 - 18 Jar 

Ec@)aston, 5-9 June; 
- . . LOitl'S, 33-23 June 
OW.Dafford, 3-8 Jbly 
: Heatfinglcy, 24^-28 July 

Trant -Bridge, 7-11 July 
-The Oval, 21-25 July 


jGiandNa- 
tkmal meeting Amtree (to 5) 


Men: Davis Cup, 
Wbrid Group, second round; 
EuroAfifcan Zone, Group 1, 
Great Britain v Ukraine or 

Zimbabwe, British v^nue tba 

(to 6) 

Goff Central England i 
Men's Foursomes,' 
Spa(to 6 ) 


Global En- 
durance GT race, Estoril, 
Portugal (to 6 ) 

GyilniiHrs Great Britain 
v Russia, women's interna- 
tional (to 6 ) 

Rowing \festa Scullers Head 
of the River 


Footbafl Coca-Cola Cup 
Final 

Motor rfrH i g British For- 
mula 3 Championship, Sfl- 
verstooe 

Cycting World Cup, fbur of 
Flanders 


8 


i Women: Hauscb & 

Lomb Champ ions hips, 
Amelia Island, Ba. Mem Es- 
toril Open: Salem Open, 
Hong Kong (aD events to 13) 

Athletics IAAF permit 
meeting Cape Town 


European club 
competitions, semi-tinal, 
first leg 


10 

12 

13 


US Masters, Augusta, 
Geotgia (to 13) 

Cycflog World Cup, Paris to 
Roubaix 


FA Cup, semi-final 
London Maratbon 
King Argentinian 
Grand Prix, Buenos Aires; 
British Formula 3 Champi- 

Malaysia^ 

'Gramd Prix, Shah Afiam; Le_ "• 
Mans 24^X3^ Ebdiuance nice" 


\ Spaniel Rally, 
Uoret de Mar (to 16) 


W I anni s Japan Open, Ibkyo. 
mem Seat-Godo Open, 
Barcelona (both to 20) 


15 

18 


Horan roclng Craven meet- 
fog. Newmarket (to 17) 

Hockoy Women’s inter 
league play-offs, Mfiton 
Keynes (to 20) 


19 


Itatfiymrion County Cham- 
pionship Final, Twickenham 
Hone racing Scottish 
Grand National, Ayr 
Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, Magny- 
Cours, France (to 20) 

SafcgHyfaes week, France 

(to 26) 

S noakar Embassy -World. 
Championship, Sheffield (to 
5 May) 


20 


Motor nacfeig Auto Hader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Sflvedtone 
Tanols UA spring satellite, 
venue tba (to 27) 

Cycflwg World Cup, Lkge- 
Bastogn e-JJege 
Motorcycling Japanese 
Grand Prix, Suzuka; Super- 
bike event, Misano 


21 


23 

24 


26 


Mem US Clay Court 
Championships, Orlando; 
Monte Carlo Open. Wxnem 
Dammon Open 97, Jakarta; 
Budapest Lotto Open, (aD 
events to 27) 

Football European club 
competition, semi-finals, 
second leg 

GoV Peugeot Spanish Open; 
Wst of England Stroke Play 
Championship, Royal North 
Devon (both to 27) 


Whitbread 
Gold Cup. Sandown 
Cyeflag World Cup, Amstel 
Gold, Netherlands 


i£ Hoflgos Cop And' 
(Trophy final . 

CKUNG 


Raflying Pirdll Internation- 
al Rally, Mobil 1/Ibp Gear 
Rritwh fli a m p MHiJiip (to 27) 


26 

27 


28 


Hockey Men's Intex League 
Flay-offc, MQton Keynes 

(to 28) 


_ San Marino 

Grand Prix, ImoJa; Britfib 
Fbrmula 3 Championship, 
Brand Hatch 

toaola UA gating satellite, 
venue tba (to 4 May) 


Mem BMW Open. 
Mimkh: Skoda Czech Open. 
Prague; AT&T Challe n ge, 
Atlanta. Georgia. Wamem 
Rexona Open, Hamburg; 


events to 4 


Open. £ 
4 May) 


30 


EnglandvGeoigia, 
WoiM Cup qualifying Group 
TWo, Wembley; Sweden v 
Scotland, W>rid Cup quali- 
fying Group Fbur; Romania 
v Republic of Ireland, Wbrid 


1 


Armenia v Northern Ire- 
land, World Cup qualifying 
Group Nine 

EijauubtanhiiiM^vo Wbrid 
Cup FinaL Gothenburg 
(to 4 May) 


MAY 


Ctolf Conte of Florence 

Italian Open (to 4) 


J2J300 Guineas, 

Newmarket 

mglij kmjtm TiTli CutQid 

lenge Cup finaL Wembley 
Footbtill Nationwide 
Leagae, foial matches 
Golf Lytbam Trophy. Royal 
Lytham & St Annes (to 4) 
Mo Inneiwick Challenge 
Cup, Ascot (to 5) 

Sports Acrobatics British 
Championships, Manchester 
Velodrome (to 4) • 


[LO00 Guineas, 

Newmarket 

flnflytng Reach Rally and 
Tbur of Corsica, Ajaccio (to 8 ) 
Themis UA spring satellite. 
Lee-on-Sdent (to 11) 
Athtotlcc Grand Prix meet- 
ing, Rio de Janeiro 
Motorcycling Spanish 
Grand Prix, Jerez; Super- 
bike event, Donington Park 


5 


fenoteWbrnem Italian Open, 
Rome; Fed Cop. Europe- 
Afrka, Group 2, Antalya, 
Thrkey. Mem German Open, 
Hamburg; America’s Red 
day Championship, Coral 
Spring (all events to 11 ) 
Motor roctog Autoloader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Thnixton 


7 


first leg 


UefeCup Final, 


8 GoV Benson and Hedges 
International Open, The Ox- 
fordshire, Thame (to 11); 
Women's Estoril Open, Bar- 
togal (to 11 ) 

EquotilanlcBi Badminton 
Three-day Event (to 11) 


GyncnUcs British Cham- 
pioaships, Guildford (to 11) 
Polo Prince ofWyesHopfay, 
RCBPC(to25) 


10 


Ragby an loo Pflkmgton 
Cup FinaL Tvickeoham; 
Welsh Cup FinaL Cardiff; 
Scottish Cup Final, 
Mnrrayfield 

Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, Sflversttme 
(toll) 

Golf E n g l a n d v Spain. La 
Manga (to 11) 

Footbafl FA Premier Legue, 
final matches 

AtMnHu Grand Prix event, 
Osaka, Japan 


11 


Motor racing Monaco 
Grand Prix 


lord’s, 12-Jufy 
Lord’s, 6 Sept 

5-27 Jut 


"FOOTBALL 

CocJHOofa cwp f ta« l 7 and 

Ocfa Cnp flfli*. 

Etoopoan Cor* 

ACnpHMfl 
ScatttoflCupM* 

E n rapo a nCtRrnw” 

Augusta. 10- 

«» 5*? ‘ Befoesda, Maryland. 32-: 

US Opon BetresMo RoyaiTroo p | i7 . 

TboOpeo _ Winged R 

UBPGflCfl«*P*««W lA-ll 

HORSE RACWG 
CboH oBto nn FostlvM 
Grand Notional 

tkmt>f * bV "iOtORHWHie 
British flraad Pitt 
UMwraMhr Chester. 21-S 

RACRaBy 


fboflMl Nfflonwide League 
play-ofis, semi-finals, first 

fcs . 

Hockoy Men’s HA Cup 
final, Milton Keynes 
Tonals Women: Welsh 
International open, Cardiff 
(tol 8 ) 


12 


Men: Italian Open 
Champio nships, Rome (to 
18); UtA. spring satellite mas- 
tere, Cardiff (to 16). Women: 
German Open. BeniD (to IS) 

SaMng Lymmgton Cup 
(to 17) 


York main 


13 meeting (to 15) 

Mo Royal Windsor Cup, 
Guards (to lJune) 


M Football European Cup- 
Witmets' Cup final; Nation- 
wide League play-offs, 
semi-finals, second leg 
EqnMtikoiBni Royal Wind- 
sor Horse Show (to 18) 
SaMng Boston to Guernsey 
race (to 30) 


15 


Duke of Norfolk's 
XI v Australia, one-day game. 
Arundel 

GoVAlamo English Open (to 
18); Women’s Tbur Players 
Classic, Macclesfield (to 18) 


16 


Brabazon Thrpby, 
Saunton(tol 8 ) 


17 


FA Cup final 
Horse racing Locking? 
Stakes, Newbury 
Ragby anion Middlesex 
Sevens,.TWk±enham 
Crt ck at Northamptonshire v 
Australia, one-day game, 
Northanqiton 
Cyeflag Tbur of Itafy 
(to 8 June) 


18 


Footbafl FAHophy final 
Motor racbig Auto Trader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Brands 
Hatch; British Formula 3 
Championship, Croft 
Motarcydtog Italian Grand 
Prix,MugeDo 

Rugby Mon Anglo- Welsh 
Cup Final, tba 
Cricket Worcestershire v 
Australia, one-day game, 
Worcester 

Itoi« Veteran hardcourt 
Championships, Bourne- 
mouth (to 24) • 

MftdoHco IAAF Grand Prix 
event, Charlotte, NC 


19 


Men: Peugeot ATP 
Tbur Wbrid Tfeam Cup, Dfis- 
sekforfi St P5tten Interna- 
tional Grand Prix, Austria. 
Wnnen's Strasbourg Inter- 
national; Open Paginas 
Amarflias Villa de Madrid 
(all events to 24) 


20 


Durham v Australia, 
one-day game, Chester-Ie- 
Street 

Raflying Argentine Rally, 
Cordoba (to 24 
Cycflng Manx International, 
Douglas, foM 

Mo Warwickshire Cup, 
Qreocester (to 1 June) 


a Footbafl Uefa Cup finaL 
second leg 

Dannb Women: Wbrid Dou- 
bles Cup, Edinburgh (to 24) 
SaMog Medemblik week. 
Netherlands (to 25) 


22 


Criekat England v Australia, 
first one-day international 
Headingley 

EilUBubliaflaia Windsor In- 
ternational Horse Trials (to 25) 
flgflnbfl w natfct Eu- 

ropean Championships, 
Greece (to 25) 
GoVWbmen's Czech Repub- 
lic Open, Prague (to 25) 


OQ Golf Valvo PGA ebampi- 
4«J onship, Wentworth (to 26) 
Rmring National Schools 
Regatta, Worcester (to 25) 


24 


detat Engl and V 

second one-day in 
aL Foster's Oval 
Footbafl Nation*- — 

Third Divisioo play-off 
Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, venqg.tn i 
US tba (to 25) 

Eastetp Province 
v Lions, Port Elizabeth 
Boirta Junior rntematiooat i 
trial Match New Lount BC, 
Leicestershire 


25 


Cricket England v AustraliaJ 
third onc-day international , 1 
Lord’s 

Ifeoarai Nationwide — 

Second Divisioo play-off 
Motor racing Spanish 
Grand Prix, Barcelona 
Hocfcay Women's AEWHA 
Cup Final, Milton Keynes 
MUeUcs IAAF Grand Prix 
event. Eugene, Oregon; in- 
ternational meeting Jena, 
Germany 

Braris Senior International 
trial Match New Lount GC, 
Leicestershire v 


26 


French Open. Paris 
(to 8 June) 

Footbafl Nationwide League 
Fast Division play-off final 
Motor racing Auto Hadct 
RAC British Touring Car 
Championship, Oulton Park 


27 


Hone racing Brigadier 
Gerard Stakes, Sandown 


28 


29 


European Cup 

Ragby union Western 

Province v Lions. CapeT&m 

MM oH cn International* 
meetings, Ostrava and Riga 

GoV Deutsche Bank Open- 
TPC of Europe (to 1 June); 
women’s Poli&h open, 
Miedzyzdrole (to 1 June) 

Equestrianism Hidcstead 
Nations Cup Show, Sussex 
(to lJune) ‘ 


30 


IAAF Grand Prix 
TVra event, Seville 


31 


1 


Footbafl Poland v End and, 
Wbrid Cup qualifying Group 
Tro 

Cricks* Derbyshire v Aus- 
tralia, three-day game, Deitn 
Rngby unkw Free Seate^ vLi- 
ons, Bloemfontein 
M Modes IAAF Grand Pris 
Two events, Hengcta, Nether- 
lands and San Jose 


JUNE 


Motor racing British For- 
mula 3 Championship 

Sifveistooe 

Motorcycling Austriar 
Grand Prix, Oesterrefchrinf 
SMMg Round Europe race 
ChertxxngtoStockbolra (to 21' 
JUMaHcn IAAF Qrandftb 
TVo event, St Denis 
Hodoy Wamen's Cbamiaott 
Trophy, Berlin (to 8 ) - 

GoV British Amateur Cham- 
pionship, Royal St Georges 
& Royal Cinque Ports (to 7) 

MHoUcs IAAF Grand Prix 
Two event, Bratislava 
Polo Queens Cup, Guartfe 
(to 22 ) 

Rugby onion ^ Transvaal v Li 
ons. Johannesburg 
GoV English Open Senior 
Championship, West Hfi 

Woking (to 6) 

Crickat England v Australia 
firet Test, Edgbaston ’ 
GoV Slalw Hall Ncsthum 
berland Challenge. Stale 
Hall, Hexham (to SI women’ 
Danish Open, (toS) 
Athletic* IAAF Grand) ' 
event, Rome 




6 


Horso racing The 0& 

Epsom 


RL 






RALPH 

THE FITNE 


-.1 . 


ID 


TTOWTrr- 






' 1 


i. 

































RUGBY LEAGUE 
Cup final 
Ctatitango final 
Prearierablp final 

RUGBY UNION 
ullniii* CfaBHwmy 


Wembley. 3 May 
11 Oct 
20 Sept 


nuagimiGqi 

Stenl a c Cap ffcwd 
ScotUmb Cqt ftoal 

Seolb JUHca v BriUsk 

First Test 
Secondtst 
ThWTest ' 


ft 



v Wales 
v France . 
v Scotland 

Ireland 

ivEngand 

vWfates 
v Ireland 
v France 
Engand 
Scotland 


Ca/titfE, 10 May 
MurayfiaH, ZO May 

Cape Town, 21 June 
Diaban, 28 June 
Johanneixag, 5 July 


MurrayfieJd, 18 Jan 
Dublin, 18 Jan 
Twickenham, 1 Feb 
Caitiff, 1 Feb 

- DuWrn, 15 Feb 
ftaris; 15 fish 
Munrayfiefd. 1 March 
Twickenham, l March 
Caitiff 15 March 
Raris. 15 Mach 


Sheffield, 19 April '6 May 


WorM 


World ChaHplonriUp Manchester, 24 Aprt-5May 


TteMMBbOpOM 


US 


Mefitoume; 13 - 26 Jan 
Parts, 26 M|ay - 8 June 
London, 23 June - 6 July 
New \Wy 25 Aufcj Sgflt 


Ralytag Acropolis Rally, 
Athens (TO 10); Scottish In- 
ternational Rally, Mobil 
1/Tbp Gear British Champi- 

onship (to 7) 


Homo racing The Derby, 
Epsom 

Foot ha e Republic of Ireland 
v Liechtenstein, World Cup 
qualifying Group Eight, 
Dublin 

Rugby union Northern 
Transvaal v Lions, Pretoria 
RUgby longue World C3nb 
Challenge matches 


Football Belarus v Scot- 
land, WcnTd Cup qualifying 
Group Four 

fllHirth u Grand Ptix meet- 
ing, Moscow; international 
meetings. Fbdua and Duisbuig 
Motorcydtag French Grand 
Prix, Paul Rjcard; Superbike 
event, tba 




Tennis Men: Stella Artois 
Grass Court Championships, 
Queen's Chib, London; Ger- 
ry Weber Open, Halle. Ger. 
Women: DFS Classic, Edg- 
haston Priory (all events to 15) 


I meeting, Prague 


^1 'Rugby radon Sourb-east- 


, era Hansvaal v Lions, 
Whbank 


21""^ 


29 


Golf US Open, Congres- 
sional. Bethesda, Maryland; 
, Men's European Tour event 
"”*■1 tba; Women’s Swiss Open, 
^ [" Lausanne (all to 15) 

AtMotfcs US championships 
Mb and trials, Indianapolis (to 15) 
Equestrisdan B r am ham 
— ■ International Three-day 
Gd"_< Event, Yorkshire (to 15) 


31 


I t Athletics BritainvPrancev 
r Germany Under-23, Hex- 
hanu international meeting 
Thlltn 

-I CrtchatLekesterdrirevAus- 
tralia, three-day game, 
Leicester 

Motor racing Le Mans 24- 
^ hour (to 15) 

Rugby ration Natal v Lions, 
Durban 

Rugby bagw World C3ub 
Challenge matches 

Motor racing Canadian 
U Grand Prix, Montreal; Auto 
Trader RAC British Tburing 
Car O*wnpinndtip ,D nniii g |nn 

Motorcycling Stipe rbike 
event, Monza 

AthtoUcslAAF Grand Ptix 
TVno event, Gateshead 






VP 


HI 


Wimhledan qualifying 

Roehampton (to 19). Men: 
Nr wringham Open; Carisbo 1 d- 
terutKmai, Bologna (both to 
IW*" 21 ).Wbmeit Vriflon5onLady 
Championships, Rosmaicn, 
yK Neth (to 21) 

Footbal Close season 
U 3 & commences 

If Horse ractag Royal Ascot 
(to 20) 

Iterate Wbmen: Direct Line 
, championship, Eastbourne 
^ * (to 21) 

* Rugby union Emerging 
Springboks v Lions, 

^ , Wellington 

1 c *'r. 

j _ D Golf Women's Evian Mas- 
* p ters, France (to 21) 

1 MMetleslAAF Grand Prix 


ftf' 


Two event, Helsinki 


A Cricknt England v Australia, 
J 9 Second Test, Lord’s 

Goff \tolvo German Open (to 
: 22); European Seniors Open, 
i Ascona, Switzerland (to 21) 

« L. "" 

k 1 Athletics International 


v p meeting, Lisbon 


I Athletics European Cup. 
Super League, Munich 

(to 22) 


Kiel Week, Ger- 


, many (to 29) 


South Africa 
v British Isks, Cape Town 

Rugby loutfraWbrid Chib 

Challenge 

Rowing Henley Women's 
Regatta (CO 22) 


22 


Motor racing British 
Rjrmula 3 Otajnpionship, 

OultonParie 


23 


Wimbledon Cham- 
pionships (to 6 July) 
AtMotics International 
meeting, Lucerne 


24 


Eqiwttiiulsm Aachen 
Nations Cup Stow, Ger- 
many (to 29) 

Rugby union Border v 
Lions, Fort East London 
Spmts Acrobatics Euro- 
pean Championships (to 30), 
Germany 


25 


Cricftut British Universities 

v Anstra lia, thme-day garn^ 

The Parks 

Athleti cs Grand Prix event, 
Paris 

Goff European Men’s learn 

Itainiwiinrir 

(to29j 


OIJ Golf Peugeot Preach Open 
LXM (to 29); Women's Hennessy, 
Caloric (to 29) 


27 


Women’s inter- 
national meeting Rbeims 

Goaoral Gymnastics Eur- 
ogym (tol Aug) 


28 


Cricket Hampshire v Aus- 
tralia. three-day game, 
Southampton 

Horso racing Northnm- 
beriand Plate, Newcastle 
Motor racing Global En- 
durance GT race, Nurbur- 
gring(to29) 

Rugby union Soutb Africa 
v British Ides, Durban 
A thl e t i cs European Cup 
Combined Events, women, 
Oulo, Finland, and men 
Tallinn, Estonia (lo 29) 

Polo GcddCupfBritish Open, 
Cowdray Park (to 20 July) 


29 


AM ti oBc a lAAF Grand Prix 
event, London 
Motor racing French Grand 
Prix, Magny-Cours; Auto 
Under RAC British Tburing 
Car Championship, Croft 
M otorc ycM ng Dutch Grand 
Prix, Assen 

Cycitag British road race 
Ch amp ionship, A^gawaar y 


Oil Bowta British Ides Champs 
JU onships, W 
(to 4 July) 


JULY 


1 Rugby unloa South African 

Barbarians v British Isles, 
Wfelkom 

Paging Coupe dc France 

(to 5) 


Athl e ti c s 1AAF Grand Prix 
event, Lausanne, Switcetiand 
Rowing Henley Royal Re- 
gatta (to 6) 

C Hri fcWt Nottin ghamshir e v 
Pakistan A, three-day game. 
Hem Bridge 

GoH European Men’s Tkam 
Champk)nship,RjrtmaiXKxk 
(to 6) 


3 


Cricket England v Australia, 
Third Tfest, CHd Halford 
Goff Murphy's Irish 
Druids Glen, County ' 
low (to 6); Women’s Austri- 
an Open, venue tba (to 6) 
polo National Women's 
Ibumament, Ascot 


4 


AthMfes IAAF Grand Ptix 
event, Oslo 


Cycling Ibur de France, 
starts in Rouen (to 27) 
Hoice racing Edipse Stakes, 

San down 

Crida*I>abysbirevPakistwj 
A, three-day game, Derby 


i Sooth Africa 

v British Isles. Jo hann esburg 

SMBug Swan Euros, Cowes 
(toll) 


6 flSetofcydfc* San Marino 
Grand Prix, Imola 


8 


t Grand Prix event, 
Stockholm 

Thant* Women: Fed Cup, 
second round; UA saieffite, 
Felixstowe (to 12). men- Bris- 
tol challenger Hophy, Swiss 
Open, Gstaad; Swedish 
Open, Bastad; Hall of Rune 
Championships, Newport, 
RI (ad to 13) 

Hotao raciBg Newmarket 
July meeting (to 10) 
PuMng Hamble Week, 
including 6m Euros (to 12) 

Crickat Minor Counties v 
AustraEa.cne-daygame.JeS' 
mood; MCC v Pakistan A, 
three-day game, Shenley, 
Hertfordshire 

AtttotScs IAAF Grand Ptix 
Tlvo event, Linz, Austria 


10 


11 


12 


Goff Loch Lomond World 
Invitational (to 12) 
CquMtihui l am Royal- m- 
temational Horse Show, 
Hickstead, Sussex (to 13) 

AUUotlcs AAA Champi- 
onships, Birmingham (to 13) 
Rowtag Lucerne Inter- 
national Regatta (to 13) 

Crickat Scotland v Australia, 
one-day game. Edinburgh 
Motor racing British For- 
mula 3 Championship, SQ- 
verstone 

Rowtag Henlq' Veterans' 
Regatta 


13 


Motor ractagBritish Grand 
Prix, SDveisUHie; Global En- 
durance GT race, tba 
Motoicycfcg Spa 24-hour 
Endurance race; Supeibike 
event. Laguna Seca, 
California 


14 


ItaMiaMen: Mercedes Cup, 
Stuttgart; Legg Mascm Clas- 
sic, Washington; LIA Man- 
chester Challenger. West 
Didsbury. women: Czech 
Ope9J.Kariovy\tay; Rdecno 
Internatkmal (all to 20); I2A 
satellite, Ftinton-oo-Sea, Es- 
sex^ 19) 

Crickat EBC XT v Pakistan 
A, one-day game, WtisaQ 
Athletics International 
meeting, Salamanca, Spain 

Goaoral Gy— Me* Spr- 
dal Olympic Games, 
Portsmouth (to 18) 


15 


Celtic Cup, 
Pwllheli (to 19) 


16 


Cricket Glamorgan v Aus- 
tralia, three-day game, 
Cardiff; Worcestershire v 
Pakistan A, three-day game, 
Worcester 

A thkit t co Grand Prix event, 
Nice; Worid \feterans Cham- 
pionships, Durban (to 27) 


17 


Open Championship, 
Royal Troon (to 20) 

Hi uBtag Source Regatta, in- 
cluding ELC40s and Mumm 
36s, Lymington (to 20) 


1 D pjrckag British ThackCham- 
JLO ^iooships, Manchester (to 

Rowtag National Champ)- 
onships, Hobne Pierrepont, 
Nottingham 


19 


Crickat Middlesex v Aus- 
tralia, three-day game. 
Lord’s Somerset v Pakistan 
A three-day game, Tknnuon 
Athletics International 
meetings, Sestriere, Italy and 
Hecfatel, tiie Netherlands; 
world 
Nairobi (to 

Rowtag Nations Cup, Milan 

(to 20) 

RHgby takgae Wbzkl Club 
Challenge marches 


Taonis Women: Bank of toe 
West, Stanford, Cal; Vfiusaw 
Cop. Mar Northern EJedric 
Open, Newcastle; GcneraH 
Open, KS 2 bubeLAut; Croa- 
tia lueraational Champi- 
oneh^lhra^InfinitiOpcn, 
Los Angeles (all events to 27) 


22 


Cri ck et Gloucestershire v 
Pakistan A, one-day game, 
Cheltenham 


23 


Athletics International 
meeting, Lappeeoranta, 
Finland 


24 


England v Australia, 
Fourth "Rst. Headingjey; Sus- 
sex v Pakistan A, four-day 
game, Thau Bridge 
Gaff Sun Dutch Open (to 
27); Wfamen’s German Open, 
Hamburg (to 27) 

WMMIl,i European Junior 
C ham pi onships, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia (to 27) 


26 


VI and Queen Elizabeth Di- 
amond Stakes, Ascot 
Rowtag Home internation- 
al, Holme Pierrepont, Not- 


Rggby Hague Wbrid Oub 
ChaBenge matches 


27 


Motor racing German 
Grand Prix. Hockcnhchn 
MotancycfcgSuzukg ggfat- 

bour Endurance race, Japan 
Mo Intematioori Day, Cow- 
dray Bark 

Goaoral Gymnastics 

Eurogym, Friedricbshafen, 
Germany (to 1 Aug) 


28 


Admiral's Cup ' 
Tennis Women: Toshiba 
Classic, San Diego; Styria 
Open, Maria Lankowitz, Ant 
(both to 3 Aug); LTA sum- 
mer satellite, Ilkley (to 2 
Aug). Men: du Maurier 
Open. Montreal; Grfilsch 
Open, Amsterdam (both to 
3 Aug) 

Goff English Amateur 
Champiooship (to 2 Aug) 


29 


Horae racing Glorious 
Goodwood (to 2 Aug) 
Cricket Glamorgan or 
Hampshire v Pakistan A, 
one-day game, Cardiff or 
Southampton (dependent on 
Nat West result) 

Polo Cowdray Park Chal- 
lenge Cup (to 3 Aug) 


31 


Golf Volvo Scandinavian 
Masters (to 3 Aug) 


AUGUST 


1 


2 


Athletics IAAF World 
Championship, Athens 
(to 10) 

Crickat Somerset v Aus- 
tralia, four-day game. 
Thun ton; Gloucestershire v 
Pakistan A four-day game, 
Bristol 

Bpmlitatai Btitidi Open 
Horse Trials Championships, 
Gatcombe Park, (to 3) 
RaflylngNew Zealand Ral- 
ly, Auckland (to 5); Ulster 
Rally, Mobil 1/Top Gear 
British Championship (to 3) 
Hockey Women’s World 
Cup qualifier, Harare (to 12) 
Rimring Coupe de la Je- 
unesse, holme Pierrepont, 
Nottingham (to 3) 

Rngby league World Club 
Challenge matches 


J Cowes Week (to 10) 
Motor racing Auto Hader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, KnockhiO 
MotorcycMng Superbike 
event. Brands Hatch 
Taoata L3A summer sateffiie, 
Southsea (to 9) 


4 


i Mem Great Ameri- 
can insurance ATP Ctompi- 
onship, CSndnnati. Women: 
Acnra Oassic, Los 
Angeles (ah to 10) 


Polo National 15 Goal 
Championship, Cirencester 
(to 17) 


7 


Goff British Seniors 
Sherwood FOrest & 
moor (to 8) 

Eqnostrlanlom Dublin 
Horse Show (to 10) 

H ewi ng Junior Worid Cham- 
picmshqjs, Hazewinkd, 
Belghim 

Cricket England v Australia, 
Fifth Hast, U-ent Bridge; 
Yoriohirev Pakistan A, fonr- 

day game, Headmgley 
Golf WPGA Championship 
of Europe, Gleaneagles (to 
10); Czech Open (to 10) 


Whiter Cup, Quaker 
Ridge, New York (to 10) 
t British National Vet- 
eran Championships. Wim- 
bledon (to 17) 

CydtagSan Sebastian 


10 


SnBhigFastnet Race starts 
Motor raring Hungarian 
Grand Prix, Budapest; Auto 
Trader RAC British louring 

Car O yifiipOTnthipj 

Snctterton 



Men; RCA 

Indianapolis; 

Pen luternationai New 
Haven, Cl Women: du Mau* 
rier Open. Tcronio (aB to 17k 
LTA summer satellite, West 
Worthing (to 16) 


13 


AUdnlka Grand Prix event. 
Zurich 

Rugby taagw Worid Chib 
Challenge matches 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 

20 


Golf US PGA Champi- 
onship, Winged Foot, Ma- 
maronek. New York; 
Women's British Open, Sun- 
ningdale; Men's European 
Ibur event tba (all to 17) 
EqMMtriantan Hickstead 
Derby, Sussex (to 17) 

Moto re y ci ng British Grand 
Prix, Donington (to 17) 
Crickat First Class County 
Sdect XI v Pakistan A, four- 
day game, Chelmsford 

Honw racing Geoffrey 
Freer Stakes, Newbury 
Crickat Kent v Ansralia, 
three-day game, Canterbury 
AttaaUcs IAAF Grand Prix 
event, Monaco 

Motorey ci ng British Grand 
Prix, Donington 
Motor raclag British 
Formula 3 Championship, 
Pembrey 

Cycflng Leeds Oasac 
Bowta EBA National Cham- 
pionships, Worthing (ra 29) 

taaala Men: US Pro Tennis 
Championships. Boston; 
Hamlet Cup, Long Island 
(both to 24); LTA summer 
satellite masters, Havant (to 
22). Wtanem US Hard Court 
Camplonships, Atlanta, 
Georgja(to23) 

Homo ractagEbor meeting 
York (to 21) 

AtMatlcs Britain v Interna- 
tional Select, Gateshead 
(or 24); international meet- 
ing, Rovereto; Umversiade. 
Palermo, Italy 


21 


Crickat En^and v Australia, 
Sixth Tfcst, Raster’s Oval 
GoVSmui& European Open 
(to 24); Women s 
Open, Stockholm (to 24) 
SaMtag 470 World Cham- 
pionships, Haifa (to 31) 


22 


23 


Grand Prix event, 

Brussels 

Goff Logan "Sophy, 
Stockport (to 4) 


Celebration 
Mile, Goodwood 
Motor raclag Global 
Endurance GT race, Snzuka 
(toil) 


24 


Motor racing Belgian 
Grand Prix, Spa-FTancor- 
champs; British Formula 3 
Champfonship, Donington 
MMoUcs IAAF Grand Prix 
event, Cologne, Germany 


25 


US Open. Flushing 
Meadow, NY (to 7 Sept) 
Motor raclag Auto Under 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Thruxton 


26 


Grand Prix event, 
Berlin (or 5 Sept) 


27 


European 
show Jumping Champ- 
ionships, Mannheim (to 31) 


28 


Golf BMW International 
Open (to 31); Women's 
European Open, venue tba 
(»31) 


29 


1,000 Lakes Rally, 
JyvaskyLa, Finland 
(tol Sep) 


30 


Inter-County Cham- 
pionship (Middleton Cup) 

Whitting 

Rngby laagna Stone Super 
League ends 


31 


Muhu eye ta^ Czech Grand 
Ptix, Brno; Supeibike event, 
Assen, Netherlands 
MklaHcs IAAF Grand Prix 
Two event, Sheffield 


Rowtag World Champi- 
onships. Aiguebelette, 
France (to 7) 

Gymnastics Worid Cham- 
pkHuhjps, Lausanne. 
Switzerland (to 7) 


2 


Hocfcay Women’s Under- 
21 Worid Cup. Songnam. 
Korea (to 13) 


AthtaUc* IAAF Grand Prix 
Two event, Rkti, Italy 


Golf Canon European Mas- 
ters. Crans-sur-Sierre, 
Switzerland (to 7); Women's 
French Open. Paris (to 7) 
Eqoostrtoaism Blenheim 
IntenutionaJ Three-day 
Event. Oxfordshire (to 7) 


; Global En- 
durance GT race, Doning- 
ton (to 7) 

Hotm raclag Haydock 
Park Sprint Cup 
Rngby laagoa Stones Pre- 
miership quarter-finals 
CycMng Tour of Spain 
(1028) 


J Italian Grand 
Prix. Monza; Auto Rader 
RAC British Tburing Car 
Championship, Brands 
Hatch 


8 


i Men: Bournemouth 
International Open: Mar- 
beOa Open; Eisenberg Israel 
Open, Tel Aviv (all to 14) 


i National 55s & over 
singles and pans competitions 
(to 10) 


10 


Hormo racing St Leger 
meeting, Doncaster (to 13) 
Golf Home internationals, 
Burnham & Bcttow (to 4) 


U Goff LancAtne Trophy, St 
Nom la Bret£cbc. Paris (to 
14); Women’s English Open, 
venue tba (to 14) 



knmtthfcfeafafehnafe 
BatMrUffleltaakrMS 
C q u a a t ria nlam European 
Open Three-day Event 
Championships, BurghJey, 
Lincolnshire (to 14) 
Rallying Manx Interna- 
tiona] Rally, Mobil 1/lop 
Gear British Championship 
(to 13) 


13 


IAAF Grand Prix 
Final, Fukuoka, japan; Mul- 
ti events meeting, TaDence, 
France (to 14) 

Rngby la ngw a Stones Pre- 
miership semi-finals 
Rowing Great River Race 
Bowk Junior international 
series. Llandrindod Wdls 
(to 14) 


14 


Motor racing British 
Fbnnula 3 Championship, 
Snctterton 

Motorcycling Spanish 
Grand Prix, Barcelona; Paul 
Ricard Endurance race. 
Fiance 


15 


kiwis Mem Davis Cup 
semi-finals; LTA autumn 
satellite, venue tba (to 21 ). 
Wbmen: international event. 
1bkyo(to21) 


16 


Bowta National mixed fours 
competition (to 17) 


17 


Ralytag Indonesian Rally, 
Medan (to 21) 

Hocfcay Men’s Under-2! 
World Cup, Milton Keynes 
(to 28) 


18 


Golf One-2-One British 
Masters (to 21); women’s 
Irish Open, Dublin (to 21) 
Sporta AcrabaUca Worid 
Championships, Manchester 
Vblodrome (to 21) 


19 


Mem Davis Cup. 

World Group, semi-finals 
and qualifying round (to 21) 


20 


Horso ractag Mill Reef 
Stakes, Newbury 
Rugfry taogn o Stones Pre- 
miership final 
Bowta National mired pairs 
coaqxtitions(to21) 


Motor r acl ag Austrian 
, Grand Prix, A-I Ring; Auto 
Under RAC British Touring 
Car Championship, Sih cr- 
stooe 

SaMkg Whitbread Round 
the Wfeuk! Race starts 
Matarryfltag Superbike 
event, Albacctc. Spain 
Han# ractag Irish St Lep- 
er. The Curragh 
DMata LTA autumn 
sateflfie. venue tba (to 215 ) 


22 


Cu 


Men: Grand Slam 
Romanian Open, 
r.Tbukwsc Grand 
Pm (both to 28): LTA sum- 

merraldlBc masters. Hav*n! 

(to 22). women; Wisniiak 

traonsuiooaL Surahava. 
tBdoe(n28) 


24 


Horse of 
the Year Show. Wembley 
Arena (ro 28) 


25 


C y cM a g World Masters 
ChaBenge. Manchester 

(to 28) 

Golf Women's Thrkish 
Open. Antalya (to 28) 


26 


Ryder Cup by Johnnie 
WUkrr. Vhldcrrama. Spain 
l»28) 


27 


Motor raclag Global 
Endurance GT race. Spa- 
Francorchamps (to 28) 
Haraa ractag Queen Eliz- 
abeth Stakes, Ascot 
ftngfti laagaa TVirfrf firth 
Challenge quarter-finals 


28 


Motor raclag Luxem- 
bourg Grand Prix. Nurbur- 
gring; British Formula 3 
Championship. Spa-Fran- 
cordiamps 

Mot c r c y cH ag Indonesian 
Grand Prix. Scntul 
T a n i a LTA autumn satel- 
lite, venue tba (to 5 Oct) 


29 


Men: Swiss Indoor 
tournament. Basel; Sicilian 
Championships, Palermo; 
Peking Open, women: Fed 
Cup total; Sparkassen Cup, 
Leipzig; China Open, Pelting 
(all to 5 Oct) 


30 


Horao racing Cam- 
bridgeshire meeting. New- 
market (to 5 Oct) 


2 


OCTOBER 


Golf Women's World Match 
Play Championship, venue 
tba (to 5); Linde German 
Masters (to 5) 


4 


Motor racing Japanese 
Grand Prix, Suzuka 
Rngby longna Wirid Club 
Challenge semi-finals 


5 


British For- 
mula 3 Championship, Sfl- 
vexstone 

MotorcyeBng Superbike 
event, St^o. Japan 
Cyctatg World Cup. 
Paris-Tbursrace 


Moots Mem CA Trophy, Vi- 
to 12);^^^uttomnMtdJiie 
masters, venue tba (to 10); 
British national veteran in- 
door Championships (to 1 1 ). 
WbmemFbrsdie Grand Prix, 
Fildcrstadt, Ger (to 12) 


8 


Cyelng Worid Road Race 
Champion sh ip. San Sebastian, 
Spain (to 12) 


Golf Toyota Worid Match 
nay championship, Went- 
worth (to 12 ) 

Hocfcay Men's Champions 
Trophy, Adelaide (to 19) 


11 


Ragy ta g San Remo and Ital- 
ian Rally (to IS) 

Motor ractag Global En- 
durane GT event, Barcelona 
(to 12) 

Rngby l angw a Worid Guh 
Challenge final 


12 


Motor racing Japanese 
Grand Prix, Suzuka; British 
Formula 3 Championship, 
Thruxton 

Motorcycling Australian 
Grand Prix, Phillip Island; 
Supeibike event, Scntul 
Indonesia 


13 


Men: Czech Indoor 
tournament. Ostrava; Lyon 
Grand Prix. Women; Euro- 
pean Indoor tournament, 
Zurich (all to 19) 


16 Goff Alfred Dunhfll Clip. St 


Andrews (to 19) 


Nona ractag Cesarewitch 


meeting. Newmarket I to 18) 
Jg Cycteg Worid Cup. Tour uf 

19 


Lombardy, Italy 

Motor racing RAC Tourist 
Trophy, Donington 


20 


22 


23 


Mm; Eurocanl Open, 
Stuttgart; Mexican Open, 
Mexico City. Women; Bell 
CTtaDengt Quebec Citv; Seat 
Open, LurentbinitK(alito2(i) 

SaHtag Whitbread mund 
the World ownpctilinx due in 

CipcTi »n 

Rhythmic Gym naa tics 

WvU ChampimJiipk. Bet tat 
tin 25) 

Goff Oki Pro-Am tounta- 
meni(to2fa) 


24 

26 


Goff W'omen’s DcauviDc 
Open, France (t«>2ii| 


Motor ractag Portuguese 
Grand Prix, Estoril 


27 


30 


Tonola Women. Kremlin 
Cup. Mosnnv. men: Puns 
Open; Cohntbuui Open. 
Bogota (ad lo 2 Nuv) 

Goff Vithtt Ma^ts ( ti> 2 Nov ) 
Ralytag Australian Rally, 
Perth (lo 3 N»»s ) 


NOVEMBER 


l 


ttgbyhffiW Great Bntetn 
v Australia, First Test, venue 
tba 

Motor racing Ghihal En- 
durance GT race, Shithai, 
China (to 2) 

Athletics New York 
Marathon 

tault Men: Kremlin Cup 
Moscxju". Stockholm Open. 
Women: Amcritcch Cup. 
Chicago (all to 9) 


Golf Sarazen World Open 

(to 9) 

Rowtag Hu Masters 
Regatta. Adelaide (to 9) 


8 


RutftylenMte Great Britain 
v Australia. Second Test, 
venue tba 

Horae ractag Breeders’ Cup 
Day, Hollywood Park 
Cydng World Track Ch;d- 
Icnge, Manchester 
SaHtag Whitbread Round 
the World Race, second leg 
to Fremantle starts 


10 

15 


tamta Merc ATP Ibur World 
Championship, Hanover; 
Guardian Direct Nationals. 
Tblford(boihtol6) 

Horso racing Mackeson 
Gold Cup, Cheltenham 
RwgylMgn Great Britain 
v Australia, Third Test 
GymnatJcs Men’s British 
Championships, tha (to 16) 


17 


Tonnls Women: Chase 
Championships of the Corel 
WTA W, New York. Merc 
Pheonix/ATP Ibur World 
Doubles Championships. 
Hartford, Cl (both to 23) 


20 


Goff Worid Cup of Golf, 
Kiawah Island, SC (to 23) 


21 


Ita gytag RAC Rally. Chester 
(to 24) 


22 


Motor ractag Global En- 
durance GT race, venue in 
Brazil tba (to 23) 

Horso ractag Ascot Gold 
Cup 


28 


(to 30) 


Dovb Cup final 


29 


Homo racing HcnnesNcy 
Cognac Gold Cup. Ncwbuiy 


1 


DECEMBER 


Bait* [jnbafvsy Wuid Cham- 
pionships, Frimlcy Green, 
Surrey 


13 


Horso ra ci n g Cheltenham 
Gold Cup 

SaHtag Whitbread Round 
the World Race, third leg to 
Sydney stuns (to 5) 
AMilaHft European cross- 
country championship's 

Portugal (or 14) 


I Q Equastriantca Olympia 
XO Show Jumping Cham 
pjonshipsXondon (to 22) 


M Hotao ractag King George 
VI Chase, Kcmpton 


07 Horao raetag Welsh 
4.1 National, Chcpsuiw 


Compiled by Mark Burton 
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s grenade victims 



Mystery blast as rebels 


•=*«. '■< 


Frankfurt payslMPi 





hold firm in Peru siege 




Pfv9 Davison 

Latin America Correspondent 


A mystery explosion, appar- 
ently from a grenade or dyna- 
mite, rocked the besieged 
Japanese ambassador's resi- 
dence in Lima early yesterday, 
raising initial speculation that 
hostages may have been hurt or 
that an SAS-style military as- 
sault may have begun. 

Troops and police forming a 
cordon around the building 
took cover but there was no sign 
of activity within the wailed 
compound and the situation 
quickly returned to normal. 

Police suggested that the Hi- 
pac Amaru guerrillas holding 
HU distinct! ished hostages may 
have set off the explosives as a 
warning to the authorities. A 
Red Cross spokesman claimed 
the blast was caused by an an- 
imal treading on a mine laid by 
the rebels in the compound. 
There was no sign of damage to 
the building or reports of injury. 

Some of the more than 400 
hostages freed since the rebels 
stormed a Christmas cocktail 
party have reported that the 
guerrillas, said to include a 16- 




Aiting diplomat Kertfi HSrata 
being freed on a wheelchair 


year-old girl are carrying back- 
packs loaded with explosives, 
ready to blow up themselves and 
the building if troops attack. 
They claim to have laid mines 
or dynamite on the roof and all 
around the building in Lima's 
exclusive San Isidro district 
About 1.000 troops and 


police have encircled the resi- 
dence at a distance of 100 
yards, spending most of their 
time keeping hundreds of jour- 
nalists at bay. 

The rebels freed an ailing 
Japanese diplomat on Christ- 
mas Day. Kfinp Hirata, First 
Secretary at the embassy, was 
brought out in a wheelchair by 
International Red Crass work- 
ers, his head slumped to one 
side, and driven, off in ambu- 
lance. He was said to be suf- 
fering from dehydration. 

Hostages and rebels received 
a Christmas Day treat when 
President Fujimori's daughter, 
KeQco— Peru’s First Lady since 
his divorce - and a group of 
while-uniformed waiters deliv- 
ered 10 turkeys to a spot close 
to the building. Red Cross 
workers took Lhe food inside. 

^bter, electricity and phone 


lines to the building have been 
cut off to heighten the pressure 


cut off to heighten the pressure 
the rebels. Drinking water and 
food is being allowed in but the 
few lavatories are over-used 
and hygiene is becoming a 
problem. One freed hostage 
said Peru’s Foreign Minister, 
Francisco Tudela. still being 


held, had joined others in clean- 
ing the lavatories. Such reports 
brought wry smiles from poor 
Peruvians, many of whom sym- 
pathise with the rebels while 
mostly condemning their meth- 
ods. ‘The diplomats and busi- 
nessmen who are faring with too 
many people in too little space 
and with inadequate food and 
water and medicare are now fry- 
ing like the majority of Peru- 
vians,” said Hernando de Soto, 
a former adviser to President 
Fujimori who now attacks his 
economic policies. 

The Tupac Amaru guerrillas 
are dema nding populist eco- 
nomic policies, freedom for 
hundreds of their jailed com- 
rades, safe passage out of the 
besieged building to an un- 
known location and an un- 
specified “war tax” of cash. 

Diplomats in Lima say at 
least two Japanese corpora- 
tions have made cash offers 
to buy the freedom of executives 
held hostage. The rebels are 
bolding more than two dozen 
Japanese businessmen for no 
apparent reason other than 
their ransom value, the diplo- 
mats noted. 
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After a deadly Christmas: Candles 


WAS £22.99 





B&Q 











ESIHUai 

£ 189 ” 


each 


Tongue & Groove 
Softwood 
Clad ding 

1.8m. Pack of 5. 


WAS £4.95 


£A.39 


per pec* 


Also available 
2.1m. Pack of 5. 
Was £5.95 


fC.39 

mmmf per pack 



H k /£ 



A 



WAS £15.49 


KtngshMd 24 Hour 
Mechanical Compact Timer T25C 
Easy set plug-in security timer. 


1.99 


JOANNA HALL 
Department Manager 
NEW B&Q GUILDFORD NOW OPEN 



94 


mu i 




WAS £12.99 







Pure Brilliant White. 

5 Litres. 




WAS £11.99 


ii-v 





WAS £6.99 1 

1 

£ 

5 " 


UpHdhters 

Available In 


various colours 
and styles. 


Zag Toolbox with Was £5.49 

Organiser and Tray M AO 

161ns (Not shown) # H' 


£4 


Covemasfer 

Superior Coving 
Pack of 6 x 2m 


Amcor D455LA 
Dahumldiflar 

3 speed tan. 
Suitable tor 
a 4/5 bedroom 
house. 




SPECIAL 

PURCHASE 



WAS £12.99 



1 WAS £279.99 1 

£ 259 

,99 1 


.I.Y.luV.'l 


.•cch 




Bosch Hot Air 
Gun PHG 500-2 

1500 watts. 


1 WAS £26.99 1 

£ 21 

|.99 


Colonial 
6 Panel 

Knotty Pfrie 
interior Door 

78lns x 3CHns. 


n 


WAS £24.99 


i: 


3 settings. 


WAS £54.99 


.99 


.99 


Ik 




PURITY ALARM SYSTEM 

'«* ■' 


Bax of 72. 

Covers 2sq.yds (1 ,67sq.m) approx 




With Infra-red Detector. 
500 watts. Black. 


if! 

£ 159 




WAS £29.99 


r M'v 


Mack & 

Decker 


Jigsaw 

KS638SE 



400 watts. 

Variable 

speed. 



EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
AT B&Q 


Pick up a leaM In store, 
frtattawmhoumor 


not apply fa BMWMbousM or MM Depots. 



| WAS £69.99 1 

£ 59 

.99 


OPENING HOURS 

Mondby^SaturckiY: Most stores 8am4pm. 

Sunder Mc«t stores England & Wctes i0am^Dm( where perTTiitled). 
Scotland & Northern Ireland 9arrv6pm. New fears Eve: Tues 31st Dec 
Bam-Spm. Now Years Day: Wed 1st Jan England. Wales and Northern 
Ireland lOom-5 pm. Scottand CLOSED. Certain store hours may vary, 
plecse 'ph<v>ev^rieareststoretoKjryim 


B&Q 


YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 






Imre Karacs:*? 

Bonn • 


A lonely mother with psychi- 
atric problems was responsible 
for the Christmas Eve grenade 
attack on a Frankfurt church, 
in which she and two other peo- 


• explain -her actions; .the au- 
. thorities can still only speculate 
. i about -her motives. One-theo- 
ry is that her actions were 
■ prompted by a film which was 
shown on German television 
last week, in which a person 
. / committed suicide in a church 


pie were killed and 13 injured, during the Christinas service. 

A day after issuing a recon- •• . Mystery also surrounds the 
structed pkmreiofitibeafltack-in.origjns ofifao twogron&des that 
er, police identified her -as a Were strapped to her body, and 
49-year old fronrUangen, a vfc. 'detonated , simultaneously as 
lager in *hb ThrittishiUs, U6rth .! the congregation began to ring 
ofFrankf»«tliO»ito£te^ieoCfbFiiiA<f Jfrstrbymik The grenades 
the family, the police would not were made in Eastern lEurope. 


name her, and there were still 
no dues about her motives. 

AO that was known is that 
she separated from her hus- 
band a year ago,, leaving her 
nine-year old daughter in.the 
father's care. Shedrved atone in 
her flat, and is though t to have 
travelled to Frankfurt on 
Christmas Evd .by .public ; 
transport. 

> ' Police believe she hit' upon 
the church mSmdtingen at ran- 
dom, though the family had 
lived in thesamedistricLin the 
1980s. None of the people . 
touched by the bombing re- 
membered her. 

There is speculation that she . 
might haveinteodied oniyto kiB 


.Though .such weapons .can be 
obtained on the black market 
particularly in eastern Ger- 
many, she would have bad to 
have been quite resourceful to 
locate them. The police have 


One theory as 
that her action 
was-prompted 
by a film on TV 


ruled but a political or/terror- 
ist motive for the tragedy; 

- -Christmas has brought us 


herself, nbtrealiring the effects metre questions than answers 


the blast would have on those 
near her. - ’ 

: Seventy people were in the 
church when tfifegranadesdet-? 
onatedL IWo.sistersbeated next 
to her in the lirird petefrom the- 


this year,” Begad Whngerin, the 
tight-knit community’spasto r, 
toldworshippers at a memor- 
ial se*vice;yestexday. The con- 
gregation met at the’ -Arche 
Community church half a mile 


back died instantly. A mother f aw ay from : the damaged 
and her 12-year old daughter church, which remained closed, 
were seriously injured. While “We have injuries among us 
the girTs condition improved in spirit and in body,” he said 
slightly yesterday, her mother .in his sermon. “But the injuries 
remained on the critical list. among ns will - bind us 
With no suicide 'noth'' to" together.** ■ 


Winter alert: 
are you paying 
too much for 
vehicle rescue? 


mo— r -Tr- 


OUt 


TO JOIN 
CALL FREE ON 


0800 00 13 53 


Green Flag UNf 


Breakdown repair and recovery 


IBK-' “ 
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Membership of the Chairmen’s 
Pane] of the House of Com- 
mons is the title accorded to 
those MPS who chair Standing 
Committees on Bills of the 
House of Commons. ‘'Upstairs 
on the committee corridor*’ 
their authority realty matters, 
and a good chairman can con- 
tribute to the quality of scruti- 
ny of a Bill. Some of my 
parliamentary colleagues have 
a talent for being good com- 
mittee chairmen; others simply 
turn out not to have the knack. 

One Labour Member in re- 
cent times who did have talent 
and knack was Betty Booth- 
rpyd; she made her name and 
reputation on the committee 
corridor. A decade earlier, an- 
other who made his name and 
might well have become a chair- 
man or deputy chairman of 
Ways and Means, was Ted 
Leadbitter. His success was 
neither foreseeable nor foreseen 
for, to be candid, on the floor 
he was often blustering, opin- 
ionated and verbose. But he was 
an excellent chairman and came 
into his own as a parliamentary 
performer. 

Ted Leadbitter - no one 
called him Edward, other than 
he himself when be was gelling 
on his high horse on the tele- 
phone to some functionary 
whom he suspected (fid not 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

LEVETE: & 


] 60, on Sunday 
iber. very peace- 
tiy, in St Joseph’s 


Hospice.. Marc St, London E8. — 
life, like her voice, was soft and low, 
as wwg-Hwtt thing in woman, but it 
readied out to touch the hues of 
countless others with tenderness, 
can: and love. The funeral service. 


her closest friends, will be at 2.15pm 
onTlwrsday 2 January, at st Giles 
. without Cripplegate, «b* Barbiran 
church in Fore Street, London kXU. 
The service of Thanksgiving for her 

life will be a 4 JOpm on Saturday 15 
Febinary, also at Si Giles, where aU 
who come lo this celebration will be 
■pr o pe rt y refreshed afterwards. No 
kwtn,byher iccM donations® 
hermemorv lo Help the Hospices, 54 

Britannia SL London WC1X 9JG- 
WBnxtM: On 23 December 1996, 

.peacefully at home. Wiliam Wright, 
need 65 yews- The deariyhelcwed Eos- 

band t© Elizabeth, much loved father 


of Cathy and Richard, and a very dear 
grandfather. The funeral wBl take 
place on Saturday 28 December, 
wtib a church service at MeQor 
Church at 10am, followed byaco m- 
mitml ar Stockport Crematorium at 
limn. Family flowers only. Donations 
if- desired to Mncmfllan Nurses or 

Marie CtafcNimes. AD enquiries and 

donations to Brian Sharpies £ Sou, 
52 Stockport Road, Marple, Stod^ 
□cat, Cheshire, "telephone 0161 427 


e Scott 


. “Ife mother was a titled lady - 
she 7 was the Southern Area 
Light Heavyweight Champi- 
on.^ Ronnie Scott's much re- 
cycled jokes made him aim net 

AC ftiTrtrere Ao 




Changing of the Guard 

Tbe HoueMU Ciraby Moswcd Hcpmaa ffloeffli 
the Queen-, Ue Omni at H»*" <-™*K "»«. 


told him we would try and 
asked him what he would like 
to hear. ‘Oh, anything at aU,’ 

said the Irishman " 

Sara's ini mourtookwiprac- 


phoue playing and the Loudon 
jazz dub that bore his iwtw». 

Frequently his jokes were 
about the she of the dub’s an- 
di^ce on a bad nigh: “It was 
so small we opened upwith Tba 
BafcOne’ ", or, if he felt the lis- 
teners weren't showing enough 
enthusiasm, “Let's join HanS 
try to make contact with the 
lwbjjT, or “You’ve made a hap- 
py timi very old". Nonetheless, 
Rotymc Scott’s, which he and 
Fete King founded in 1959, 
was one of the most eminent 
jazz dubs in the world, and 
oad of the most successful in 
Europe. 

Scott, along with his friend 
Tubby Hayes who died in 1973, 
was amongst the most highly 
rated and universally recog- 
nised of all British jazz musi- 
cians, hugely popular in 
Australia and Europe and one 
of the few Europeans who could 
draw audiences to the New 
York jazz dubs. 

He was an outs tanding tenor 
saxophone player with an in- 
ventive style of his ownwho ad- 
mitted the American players 
Hank Mobley, Stan Getz, 
Sonny Rollins and Joe Hen- 
derson amongst his influences. 
He disparaged his own playing, 
and the continuing disappoint- 
ment and deep frustration of 
his life was that he never met 
the ideal standards he had 
set for hims elf. He was a mod- 
est man and a brilliant racon- 
teur who. although he always 
claimed his jokes were 
lousy, was unstoppabty funny 
whether on stage or in normal 
conversation. 

His powers of observation 
and recall of both minor detail 
and major disaster made peo- 
ple relish bis compering as 
much as his modem and elo- 
quent music. "1 remember tour- 
ing Ireland with the ltd Heath 
band when a chap came by and 
asked tf we played requests. Tfed 


ers. The British jazz musicians 
who grabbed this, their only 


recognise the importance of a 
Member of the House of Com- 
mons - was bom and went to 
school in Easington, Co 
Durham. His father and fami- 
ly on his mother's side were 
miners. His appetite for public 
life was whetted by the election 
campaign erf 1935, when as a 
teenager he delivered leaflets, 
climbed telegraph poles, and 
placed graffiti on all sorts of 
places where it was unwelcome, 
and probably unlawful, in the 
cause of die Labour’ candidate 
- Manny ShinweU. 

ShinweU triumphed over his 
opponent, the National Labour 
can didate and former prime 
minister Ramsay MacDonald, 
by a staggering 38,380 (682 per 
cent) to 17.882 (31.8 per cent). 
"It was the happiest moment 
other than when I married 
Irene of my fife," Leadbitter 
told me. 

When Leadbitter arrived in 
the House of Commons 29 
years later, Manny ShinweU, by 
that time Chairman of the Par- 
liamentary Labour Party, took 
him under his wing. This had 
one particular consequence for 
Leadbitter. It brought him into 
close contact with Colonel 
George Wjgg, MP for Dudley, 
and ShinwelTs intimate ally 
and fellow conspirator in mili- 
tary matters. Part of the man- 


Birthdays 

Mr Hugh Aibuthnott, former am- 
bassador to Denmark, 60; Mrs Anne 
Armstrong, company director and 
fa imgr TlS amliiiff iiil o fln Rri b iinj IW; 

Viscount Aster, former government 
minister, 45; Mr Christopher Ben- 
jamin, actor, 62; Sir Gordon Bnm- 
ton, company chairman, 75;. M 
Gerard^ Depardieu, actor, 48; - Sir 
Thomas Dtwitt, former rugby play- 
er and shjpbrokex. 94; Lord G riffiths 
of Fforestfach. hanking and finance 
authority, 55; Air Chid Marshal Sir 
Derek Hodgkmson, former Air Sec- 
retary. 79; Mr Mick Jones, rock mu- 
sician, 55; Viscount Knutsford, 
former SW Regional Director. Bar- 
clays Bank. 70; Miss Pat Moss, for- 
mer rally driver, 62; Professor 
Donald Ncrthcote, plant biochemist, 

75; Mr Mike Pender, rock singer 54; 

Sir William Proves, chairman. Mid- 
land Bank, 65; Mr Peter Qnaife, rode 
, musician, 53; Professor Brinley Rees, 
i-larettal scholar, 77; Sir Norman 
Reid, former director of the Tile 
Gallery, 81; Dr Edward Sahhouse, 
Master, University Gollege, Durham, 
i 61; Lord Sterling of Plaistow, chair- 
man, P & 0. 62; Miss Janet Street- 
Porter, broadcaster and writer; 50; 
Miss Polly Tbynbee, writer. 5ft The 
Right Rev Michael Turnbull, Bishop 
of Durham. 61; Brigadier Dame 
MaryTyrwhin, former Director of the 
WRAQ93. 


Anniversaries 

Births: Louis Pasteur, chemist and 

bacteriologist, 1822; Sir Mackenzie 

Hemy Hadow, educationist anflnm- 
sical scholar. 1859; Sy**y Green- 
street, actor, 1878; Louis BromfieW, 
novelist, 1896; Cari Zuckoaj«iP®y; 
wright, 189b Marlene Dietrich 
(Maria Magdalena Dietndi), ac- 
tress, 1901; Oscar P°P»2*r 

composer and pianist. 1906. Psams: 


n 


: - J 






chance to visit the States, be- 
came known as Geraldo's Navy 
(the band leader Geraldo 
worked as musical director for 
Canard). The turn-around time 


ing Britain with the American 
brass men Clark 'ferry. Bob 
BrookmeyeT, Maynard Fergu- 
son and others, the group's 
coach was nearing the Scottish 
border. It pulled off the road 
and on to a large car park, and 
halted beside a large shed. 
Scott shouted “'Quick, everyeme 
in a line.” When the Americans 
lined up in the aisle of the coadi 
Scott checked that each one bad 
his passport in his left band. 
Then he led them off the bus in 
an orderiy file into what tamed 
but to be a transport cafd. 

His father, Jock Scott, who 
abandoned his fiamity in 1931, 
had also been a saxophonist and 
band leader, and Ronnie began 
t a ki ng saxophone lessons from 
Jack Lewis (who was later to 
marry Yfcra Lynn) and Harry 
Gold when he was 15. “Harry 
Gold was very helpful, but the 
best tip be gave me was never 
to wear brown shoes whh a bine 
suiL" 

Scott won his first job with 
Felix Mendelssohn’s band and 
began playing frequently in the 
various London clubs when 
he was 16. After work for sev- 
eral leaders including Carlo 
Krahmer and Cab Kaye, he 
joined the band led by the 
trumpeter Johnny Claes m Oc- 
tober 1944. 

During the period of post-war 
austerity he played with Denis 
Rose's band and Sid MiHward’s 
Swing Circus and did Ensa 
work (for the troops) and con- 
certs for factory workers with 
the pianist Pat Kaye and the sax- 
ophonist Jimmy Skidmore. He 
joined the Ted Heath Band in 
February 1946 and stayed fora 
year. 

Drawn by the turbulent 
events in contemporary Amer- 
ican jazz he then took the first 
of many jobs playing in bands 
on board the transatlantic lin~ 





LmAIttar; assiduous 


tie of George Wigg was to de- 
scend on Leadbitter; and he it 
was in his capacity as a self-ap- 
pointed espionage investigator 
who was to pressurise and pres- 
surise, creating the conditions 
in which Margaret Thatcher ^ was 
to make her statement on An- 
thony Blunt 

On 15 November 1979 Lead- 
bitter had on the Commons or- 
der paper this question: 

Tb ask the Prime Minister if she will 
make a statement on icccnr evidence 
<v\npgming the actions of an indi- 
vidual whose name has been supplied 
to her in relation to the security of 
the United Kingdom. 


The Prime Minister's reply 
electrified the House and the 
country. It read simpty; 


Pierre de Hansard, poet, 1585; Hv- 
arinthe -Francois Honori-Mathias 


a rinrhe -Francois Honori-Mathias 
Piene-Manyr Andrt-Jean Rjgaud, 
pain tor, 1743; Charles Lamb, author 
and essayist, 1834; Stephen Joseph 
Perry, Jesuit and astronomer, 1889; 
Charles Martin Hall, chemist and 
manufacturer, 1914; WflKam Archer, 
d rama tic, critic and playwright, 1924; 
Anatoli Vasilievich Lunacharsky, 
Russian leader and writer, 1933; 
Amy Many Cheney Beach, composer 
and pianist; Nob-ashy Pasha, Egypt- 
ian prime minister, assassinated 
1948; Max Beckmann, expressionist 
painter, 1950; Houari Boomedieime 
(Mohammed ben Brahim Boukhar- 
rouba), statesman, 1978; Howard 


poser, singer and pianist, 198L On 
this day. the island ofSt Helena was 

chartered to the East India Compa- 
ny, 1673; England and Portugal 
signed the Methuen 'Beaty, which 


1703; Holland was invaded by the 
French, 1794; Charles Darwin set sail 
for a world voyage on HMS Beagle, 
1831; in New York City, the foun- 
dation stone was laid of the Cathe- 
dral of St John the Divine, 189% 

/ho, the children's play by JM. Bar- 
rie, was firsr performed, London, 
1904; in the Soviet Union, Lera ThK- 
sky was expelled from die Commu- 
nist Party, 1927; in New York, Radio 
Chy Music Hall was opened, 1932; 
violent earthquakes in Anatolia, 
Turkey, resulted in over ' 10,000 
deaths, 193ft the tniernationri Mon* 
etaoy Rmd was set up in Wtshhigton, 
1945; in H unga ry. Archbishop Joref 
Mmdszetuy was arrested and seu- 
tencedtol^u np riso n meai.l948;in 
the North Sea, the BP aU rig SenGem 
capsized and sank with the loss of 13 
lives, 1965; Spain became a democ- 
racy after 40 years of dictatorship, 
1978: President Hafiznllah Amin of 

Afghanistan was overthrown after a 

_ a .... imn 


Today is the Feast Day of Si Abio- 


er one sang Deed I Do’ all on 
one note. We had the audition, 
realty, so that the band could 
have a good laugh." 

In 1957 Scott was established 


x 


X. 


a few daw in New York to lis- 
ten to Charlie Parker, Dizzy 
Gillespie, Thelonious Monk 
and the pioneers of Be-bop in 
the flesh, and Scott's own play- 


thrs exposure to their music. 

Back home in October 1947 
Scott joined Trio Bums, an ac- 
cordionist who was trying to 
popularise. Bebop with British 
audiences, and stayed for a 
year. He worked with Am- 
brose’s Orchestra and then be- 
came a founder member of the 
Oub Eleven Band. 

This was a group of would- 
be Bebop musidans which met 
in a shabby basement in Archer 


Street in Soba The trumpeter 
Denis Rose, slightly older than 
the rest, was ihmr musical guru. 
His progressive thinking in- 
spired mem, and he was a gift- 
ed teacher. T got most of my 
theory from Demis,*' said Scott, 
"bat then so did everyone else. 
Even in the best of bands the 
professional life of a musician 
represented a constant artistic 
compromise because the music 
we had to play in order to live 
wasn't the music we lived to 
play." There were 11 musi- 
cians, including Johnny 
Dankworth, Hank Shaw, 
Lennie Bush and Tony Crom- 
bie, as well as Soott ana a man- 
ager, hence the group’s name. 

They presented concerts in 
London Birmingham, with 
one from April 1949, featuring 
Denis Rose in the Ronnie Scott 
Boptet, appearing on record. 

Scott continued his transat- 
lantic travels and worked with 
the bands of Vic Lewis and Jade 
Parnell before forming his own 
regular group in 1952. He aug- 
mented the fine-up in 1955 in 
an attempt to appeal to wider 
audiences. “When we were au- 
ditioning for a girl singer about 
30 girls turned up. Twenty-nine 
of mem sang ‘The Lady Is A 
Tramp’ all wrong and the oth- 


own to the States and soon af- 
ter Ire formed The Jazz Couri- 
ers, a very successful quintet 
with a two tenor front toe co- 
led by Tubby Hayes. 

He opened the first Ronnie 
Scott Club in Gerrard Street in 
London in October 1959, 
moved to Frith Street in 1965 
and opened a Bir mingham 
branch m October 199L Despite 
many hair-raising financial mo- 1 
meats, the dubs burgeoned, 
largely due to the intelligence 
and skffis of Pete King, who gave 
up saxophone-playing to be the 
business manager. Scott was 
usually resident with his quar- 
ter and the London dub became 
a showjdace for the greatest tal- 
ents in the world, providing a 
major platform fbr American gi- 
ants like Zoo t Sims, Sonny 
RoQins, Stan Getz and the Bud- 
dy Rich Big Band. 

“Jade. Jones regularly visits 
the dnb when he is m London,” 
said ScotL “1 remember one 
evening when we had a cashier 
on the door who was not real- 
ty aw fail with that sort of guest. 
She told Jack he could come in 
free but his friend would have 
to pay. His friend was Tony 
Bennett.” 

Scott experimented with free 
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form jazz, too, although he 
didn’t go as far as Ardne Shepp, 
an Anrerican avant-garde tenor 
saxophonist whose band fea- 
tured at the dub playing 30 
minute incomprehensible 
"free” outbursts. One night 
during Shepp’s season there, the 
tenor sax titans Stan Getz and 
Coleman Hawkins were girting 
at a table. “Hey," said Hawkins 
to Getz in the middle of such 
an onslaught, “they’re playing 
our tune." 

Another of Scott's idols, the 
tenor player Dexter Gordon, ac- 
cused him of playing “all that 
free shit". Scott denied II “I 
don’t play free. I play very 
cheaply, but I don't playfree." 



.Sk*- 


Scott outside the London Jazz dub that beats his name - a showpiece for the greatest jazz talents in the world 


Photograph: Redferra 


HI health and dental surgery 
had caused Ronnie Scott to take 
rests from playing in recent 
years, though he had been plan- 


ning to play again in the club on 
Christinas Eve. For many vears 


Christmas Eve. For many years 
his humour graced the BBC 
quiz programme Jazz Score 
where he was predictably one of 


the best raconteurs, and his 
many records under his own 
name, made from 1949 on- 
wards. arc much sought after by- 
collectors. In 1979 he published 
Some Of My Best Friends Are 
Blues , written with Mike Hen- 


nessey, and co-operated with 
John Fordham for the 1995 


Jazzman: the amazing story of 
Ronnie Scon atufh is club, a com- 
prehensive account ot his life 
and times in jazz. He was ap- 
pointed OBE in 1981. He nev- 
er married, but is survived by 
two children. 

‘All the great jazzmen are g» 


ihe death of Stan Getz in 1991. 
■*f don’t feel so good myself." 

Steve Voce 


Ronald Schatt (Ronnie Scott), 
saxophonist, hand leader and 
dub owner bom Lorukm 28 Jan- 
uary 1927; OBE 1981; died Lun- 


ar the 1995 ing." he said when he heard of don 23 December 1996. 


Ted Leadbitter 


The name which the Honourable 
Member for Hartlepool has given me 
is that of Sr Anthony Blum . . . 


Blunt was the Keeper of the 
Queen's Pictures and an ait his- 
torian of international signifi- 
cance and fame. 

Thatcher made her cele- 
brated statement on 21 No- 
vember 1979, and was criticised 
by WilKe Hamilton, then the 
MP for Central Fife, for doing 
it cm the day that there was a 3 
per cent rise in the minimum 
leading rate. Hamilton accused 
her of playing politics in her tim- 
ing. Leadbitter intervened to say 
that Hamilton was wrong ana 
that it was he who had insisted 
that she make the statement on 
thatparticular day. 

Blunt was the subject of tbe 
one searing row I had with 
Leadbitter in 28 years of par- 
liamentary friendship. I fear 1 
started it: 


I said that as a 15-year-old I 
had been in a group of boys tak- 
en round the CourtauJd by 
Blunt and that he’d given us an 
understanding of Poussin and 
the French Impressionists which 
had enriched our lives. Lead- 
bitter exploded: 

Bloody dfttlsti Why the hell should 


pools Is when he couldn't con- 
tain himself with anger during 
a speech of 14 December 1964 
by Rear-Admiral Morgan Mor- 
gan-Gfles, the Conservative MP 
for Winchester. Morgan-Giles 
was going on at length about 
three categories of Labour 
MPs; Leadtutter exploded: 


then be special treatment for Blunt 
and his ilk? It’s my responsibility as 


and his ilk? It’s my responsibility as 
a Member of Paziiament to deal with 
these upper-class spies- 


I‘m an ex-serviceman myself- There 
are Honourable Members on this 
side of the House who fought Tor 
King. Queen and country in both 
ware. 


Tfcd, it was quite u nnecess a r y to do 
this no Blunt, if Sir Claries Cun- 
ningham and successive Permanent 
Secretaries al the Home Office and 
successive prime ministers and Home 


easily at night in the knowledge of 
whal Blunt had done during the war. 
why couldn’t yon? 


Leadbitter's reply revealed a 
lot about his attitudes. 


Unitors must be unmasked and it’s 
an MFS dutyro do so. Anyhow, why 
do you take Bhmt's part? 


He was genttinety enraged by 
what he saw as special treatment 
fbr those and such of those - be- 
cause he realty did believe in 
equality. Some days later when 
he had calmed down I tried to 
reason with hhn that m order for 
an agent to get infonnation he 
had to give some information 
and anyway tbe Soviets were al- 
lies and the intelligence comings 
and goings of the Second World 
Wit were exceedingly complex 
matters to be seen in various 
shades of grey. 

Leadbitter would have none 
of it; he reverted to being the or- 
thodox patriotic gun instructor 
officer which he had been dur- 
ing the war. He deeply resent- 
ed the idea that 'Labour 
Members of Parliament should 
be perceived as any less patriotic 
than Conservative Members. 


I suggest that rather than spend his 
tune analysing his so-called three 

S on this side of the House, he 
lot* about to see if there is 
one group over there at the mumeni. 


My first clear memory of the 
former Mayor of the Hartle- 


Few of the admiral’s parlia- 
mentary colleagues had deem- 
ed him worth listening to. 

During the 1964 General 
Election Leadbitter had ac- 
cused the sitting MP of cow- 
ardice. and not being prepared 
lo stand in an election against 
him. Even if it had been true of 
a candidate reconciled to losing 
his seat and warning to partic- 
ipate in a chicken ran - which 
it wasn't in this case - it was 
thought an odd charge, since the 
sitting MP was Commander 
Kerens, who had famously won 
the Victoria Cross taking HMS 
Amethyst up the Yangstse river. 
Accusing a holder of the Vic- 
toria Cross of cowardice re- 
vealed a certain flaw in 
Leadbitler's judgement, which 


was part of the reason he was 
never given the ministerial of- 
fice he craved, thought he de- 
served and where I believe on 
account of his sincerity and 
hard work he would have been 
a success. 

In Parliament he champi- 
oned the cause of teachers, his 
own profession, and of teacher 
training. He was a prominent 
member of the Science and 
Technology Select Committee 
and displayed a knowledge and 
genuine belief in nuclear pow- 
er which was not only derived 
from the fact that as the chair- 
man of key committees of the 
Hardepoois Council he had 
done much to facilitate the ar- 
rival of the Hart 1 epoch nu- 
clear power station for his 
constituency. One witness at the 
Select Committee recalls Lead- 
bitter as a champion of the nu- 
clear industry with affection. 
“You could be sure that his 
questions would occupy one 
and a half columns of the pro- 
ceedings. The answer was cither 
'Yes sir’ or ’No. sir’, but we in 

the nuclear industry knew that 
he was our public friend.” 

Leadbitter told me that he 
was sad to leave the House of 
Commons but pleased that 
Hartlepools Labour Party 
should have selected Peter 
Mandelson. He said: 


1 have been, (bough t say ii myself, 
a most assiduous and locally im- 
mersed Hartlepools MP. I have been 
the 'centre halt hack’ of the contin- 
ued cxisience of the Hartlepools 
Football Oub and the bun of much 
ribaldry. Now the town deserves 
someone completely opposite from 
me who can achieve national promi- 
nence and in so doing help the ex- 
cellent people who have served me, 
worked with me and been my friends. 

Mandelson himself said of 
Leadbitter 


He was constantly generous to me 
and about me. He left Hut he bad 


passed on a baton, a torch for Harde- 
pooL He was MP during a period of 
immense industrial for the 
town. He stood for townspeople 
through a period of vast economic 
change with industries thrown onto 

the nccS to^cus on the future 


For all his vituperations Ted 
Leadbitter was a big-hearted 
and generous man. It was fitting 
that he should be the first ever 
Freeman of the Hartlepools 
and be accorded the honour of 
being a Freeman of the City of 
London. 

Tam Dalyell 


Edward Leadbitter, politician 
and teacher bom Easington. 
Co Durham 18 June 1919; MP 
(Labour) for the Hartlepools 
1964-92; married 1940 Irene 
Mcllin (one son, one daughter); 
died Stocknm-on-Tecs 23 De- 
cember 199 6. 


Ia, St John tbe Evangelist, St Nkareie 
and Saints Theodore and Theo- 
phanes Gxajptoi. 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

Attractive - that’s to say. 


No. 3180. Friday 37 December 


Thursday's sofaukn 


Church appointments i 
The following appointments have 
been announced by the Church of 
England: 


uncommonly nice (6) 

5 May I entertain? (6) 

8 A high-class doctor gets 
into drunken orgy mostly 
with the social elite (4, 5) 

9 State papers implicating 
student (5) 

11 Little girl producing audi- 


Tbe Ken Ian HUion. Awiium Curate, Alp- 
Icy. Noumgham (SouitnueU): u> be Priea-in- 
char®e,Colcbci(crNewTbwTiiiidTbeHyihe 
Sr Stephen. Si Mary Msfidateae and St 
Leonard ICbdusfonl). 

The Rev John Lawton, Them Vicar, (he 
Dmttory Tfcwn Mmwuy (Wakefield); 10 
continue at Tfcim Vicar for a tether period 
of twoyeare. 

Tbe Rev Brian Manhrw* OBE, Chaplain, Si 
MichacIX Beanlien-sw-Mcr. France: lo be 
Cum Emeritus of the PtoCatbedml ot £ 

Pant, Wleua, Malta (Europe). 

The Rev ftter OwcrrJanet. Curare, Lever- 
ingiatj with Wisbech St May: lo he Rector, 
Maaliqgfield with Harlion and Grcnrf and lit- 
tle Enenden (Ely). 

The Rrv Dr. Ridranl Rrrvc. rclnrti In he (Us- 
idem Moaner, Bicioo, Muotfard Shrmr- 
dinc end Fitx (Lichfield). 

The Rev Joanna Stoker. PrieH-Ln- 
charBe. Seer Giten and Jordans: to be 
Thun Vicar, lie Sumonbuiy and WBIen 
Than Mhdytiy (Ecumenical parish) with 
iMpOiobJUty fbr St June*. New BradweD 
(Oxford). 

The Rcy MkiuieJ Wright. Prictf-itKfmje, St j 
Frfmi inH Anchorage Lane, Doncaster, and 
part-time CSnpl.m of Doncaster Royal In- 
firmaiy and Monutgue Hotpiiai NHS Trust: 
to be lUIUime Cbapfcun to Doncaster Royal 
btfieuuyand Montague Hospital NHSThot 
(Sheffield), , 


13 Treatment for hands gets 
one with tip of cuticle 
wrapped in dung (8) 

15 Daggers thar can be reen 
in strobe-lighting (5) 

17 Most of Mediterranean 
area rejected type of or- 
ange? (5) 

19 Automatic correction 1 can 
provide, modifying spelling 
of “sumthing" (8) 


Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services lo be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 3.42pm. 

United S yna gDgn cK 0171-387 4380. 
^federation of MuagogneK 8181-282 


kk 8171-580 1663. Reform 
ms of Great Britain: 0181-849 
finish and Pmukbck Jews 
■don.' 0171-289 2573. New 
(ynaEDews (MftSdrtD: 0171-328 


22 Old lady with information 
on artist in one field of 
music (5, 5) 

23 Stone, round and almost 
white (4) 

25 French city where French 
and English are found in 
service (5) 

26 A stupid sheep knocked 
over a plant (9) 

27 Clip? Almost strike hard 

28 Iront of hedge behind 
which Fd a lair concealed 
( 6 ) 

DOWN 

2 Minister ignoring a film- 
star (7) 

3 Unfeeung letter from 
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Greece given to doctor (4) 

4 Study recipe held by gener- 
ous colleague (8) 

5 Cry going up: “If s a bird!” 
(6) 


one active in Scotland (9) 
16 Education programme? 


Open University runs to 
educate IS) 


6 In unusual guise, ogre is 


very prominent (9) 
7 One Drought in to i 


rough! in to colonise 
US city (7) 

8 One having lots of ac- 
counts of riverside conser- 
vation? (4, 7) 

10 Phi's brought in to son out 
complaints in this part of 
the country {6, 5) 

14 Accountant encouraged 


educate (S) 

•18 Bridge? See a French no- 
bleman enthralled by it (7) 

20 I'm getting trains - just a 
sudden idea (7) 

21 Odds on whip making i big 
impression (6) 

24 I’m a composer, by the way 
14) 
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features 

Dear Miss 

Nomer 

Rarely has a mistake had such happy 
consequences. Our invitation to readers to 
emulate one of our writers’ errors, and create 
new works by slightly mischosen authors, 
brought a flood of brilliance. So, as Robert Frost 
put it: ‘Hello, good evening and welcome’ 


A HISTORY OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY 
by Ken Russell 

The setting is Ancient Greece but for reasons 
of economy the action takes place on the 
shores of Derwent Water in the Lake District. 

Centre stage is a large barrel (sponsored by 
the Diogenes Barrel Co of Keswick). Around 
it a troupe of Large-breasted girls in various 
stages of undress dances to Mahler's Fifth. In 
the barrel sits Irene Descartes - a transvestite 
philosopher. 

ID: I stink, therefore I might even ...Non. 

I fornicate, therefore I could well ... non ... 

] think ... I think this is the wrong line of 
enquiry. 

Enter Jean-Paul Sartre 

ID: Hey, Jean-Paul! How is the 
existentialism business? 

J-P S: Ah! Malherbe alorsl I 'aven’t ’ad a 
decent aaegvtuiti for bloody weeks. (Nudges 
ID and winks) 

Dis-moi, man ami. Zis Wordsworth. Ees eet 
hue ee ’as sex wiz ’iz sister? 

Randall Webb, Twickenham 


LUCKY JIM 
by Marlin Amis 

“They made a fucking sQly mistake, though,” 
the Professor of Communication said, and 
his teeth sank beneath his vodka-racked 
features like black spooks retreating into 
shadow. “We were covering a tit-shoot, 
getting the angles on the angles. My piece 
was for Bronco, and young Johns was being 
serious for Gender Review. But the doll 
assistant must have got it wrong, or not been 
listening. Anyway, there It was in GR as large 
as arseing life: ‘Maggie and Selina - jugs and 
rugs'.” Replying with his coke-snorting face, 
Dixon picked up his professor round the 
waist, squeezed the niny grey-blue waistcoat 
against him to expel the breath, ran heavily 
with him up the steps to the john, and 
plunged the too-small feet in their capless 
shoes into a lavatory basuupulling the plug 
once, twice, and again, stuffing the mouth 
with toilet-paper, until it stopped trying to 
speak or breathe ... 


Jonathan Osmond, Penarth 


PILGRIM'S PROGRESS 
by John Buchan 


It was August and my friends had all left town. 
One afternoon, as I strolled down Piccadilly, 
wondering why I didn't join them, I chanced 
upon a friend I hadn't seen since 
PotgietersnisL 

“Why Christian!" I cried, “You look down 
in the mouth. And ready for a journey too," I 
added, for I bad espied his old Pioneer Corps 
kit-bag which gave the game away well and 
truly. 

“You’re right, Dick.” said he. “I’ve had just 
about all a man can take here. Europe is a - 
powder-keg just now, and this city is headed 
for destruction, that's for sure. Archie 
Evangelist - fellow in my club - says the place 

to be is Lord 's, where a man can 

brcaLhe God’s fresh air and mix with the right 
son. But tell me, Dick, why does Christiana 
refuse to join me? Anyone can see that this 
place is a wilderness." 


AW Brooke, Petworth, West Sussex 


JUDE THE OBSCURE 
by Oflver Hardy 

Jude and Sue finished their breakfast and they 
got up to leave. Jude pulled his bowler hat 
down firmly, adjusted his braces and ruffled 
Sue’s hair, before they walked quickly across 
Christ minster to their lodgings. 

On reaching the place and going upstairs, 
narrowly dodging tnc piano coming the other 


way, they went into their rooms. Jude was 
busying himself with making drinks for the 
children when he heard a shriek and saw Sue 
collapsed on the floor. In honor he went 
over and saw the children hanging from the 
ceiling with glazed looks in their eyes. Then 
he spotted the note in Little Jude's writing, 
“Done because we are too menny”. 

Jude took off his hat. “That's another fine 
mess you've gotten us into. Little Jude," he 
said ruefully. 


Hugh Westbrook, London NIO 


THE MAGIC ROUNDABOUT 
by Hunter S Thompson 

“The sugar started kicking in about 20 miles 
past the roundabout. And suddenly these 
huge paper flowers were everywhere, their 
razor-white petals looking like Ninja death 
stars. It was only a matter of time until black- 
hooded kittens started failing from the sky, 
but no point telling the rabbit about it, he’d 
see them soon enough. Fd already had to 
spray the rabbit down with Mace once today 
when he’d picked up some deformed Nazi 
hitch-hiker. Girls with heads that big don't 
just skip round magic gardens, no they’re all 
intimately related to heavy backwoods law 
enforcement officers called Zebedee and 
judges called Mr McHenry. Just the kind of 
people you want dropping the hamm er when 
you've a wagon load of dangerous and illegal 
glucose on your caboose. Smt, we even had 
granulated,” said DougaL 


Clive Frayne, Chester le Street, Co Durham 


THE TRAGICAL HISTORY OF DR FAUSTUS 
by Tony Marlow MP 

When we hear one rack the name of 
Clarke, 

Abjure the Treaty and the Ecu too. 

We fly, in hope to get his glorious vote. 

Yet this is EuroheU, nor am I out of it: 
Thinkst thou that I who could yet be a 
minister, 

And have a limo and a driver too, 

Am not tormented with ten thousand hells 
In being deprived of everlasting bliss? 

The polls bode 31, time runs, election 
looms, 

Union will come and Tbny must be damn’d. 
So Dl leap back to Major: who pulls me 
down? 

It is Bill Cash, who when the world 
dissolves. 

Will stop it with a point of order deftly 
placed. 

O he is fairer than the evening air. 
Supported by a million blue-rinse votes 
And none but he shall be my guiding star. 

G Langley, Bristol 


TRAINSPOTTING 
by John Walsh 

SPLAT - a large drop of gob hit target Your 
hero skipped nimbly out of the way. An 
unmistakable sound of serious vomiting came 
from behind me and turning, I skidded on a 
patch of what was most probably a product of 
an orifice found below the belt. There, a 
near-nude Kate Moss lookalike lay, sicking 
up her guts, a pile of abandoned syringes 
adjacent, very Thte Gallery conceptual. My 
guide, whose tumescent tale Up Ya Nose had 
just made the Booker shortlist kicked hex in - 
the ribs. “Booking well get oop.” I winced. 
Though used to scenes of genteel debauchery 
at the Groucho Gub. 1 couldn’t stand by and 
let a woman be kicked when she was down. 
Besides, there was a certain little come- 
hither sparkle in the dilated pupils of her 
large blue eyes ... 

Stella Marshall, Hook, Hants 






Z aha Hadid is one of 
the most imagina- 
tive architects work- 
ing in Britain today, 
but as she says, there 
are only three things people 
know about her: that she is 
Iraqi, a woman and a Muslim. 
The last isn't true, but it would 
spoil the picture if she weren’t, 
for Hadid has been portrayed 
by those who would deny her 
work as some sort of fan ale 
Saddam Hussein charged with 
a mission of destroying the faoe 
of British architecture as we 
know' it and really want it: 
tweedy, drear and effete. 

In fact, Hadid, who was bom 
in Iraq but has not set foot 
there for very many years, 
draws and paints like an angel, 
is very funny, immensely bright 
and a charge of colour the 
British architectural canvas can 
only gain from. 

Last year was, without doubt, 
her annus hombilis. Hadid was 
robbed of the commission she 
won fairly and squarely through 
an open international compe- 
tition to design a new opera 
bouse for Cardiff. She licked Sir 
Norman Foster into second 
place, which is going some. She 
produced what is, without 
doubt, one of the great unbuilt 
buildings of Britain. 

So what went wrong? The 
burghers of Cardiff took against 
Hadid and all her works, that's 
what. It was a squalid business. 
The idea had been a grand and 
even a visionary one: the 
Cardiff Bay Development 


Annus horkibilis 


This was the year in which Zaha Hadid’s 
great design for Cardiff Opera House was 
finally killed, despite the feet that she won an 
open competition. By Jonathan Glancey 


Corporation was to commission 
a spectacular new opera house 
in the sweeping setting of the 
newly resurrected Cardiff Bay, 
turning whai is effectively a sea- 
side sewer into a stretch of 
urban coastline that would 
attract critical attention and 
visitors from all over the world. 
The competition attracted an 
inordinate number of entries 
from all over the world, with 
many of the most feted archi- 
tects taking part Was Cardiff 
proud of this? Not at all. 

When Hadid's inspiring 
scheme was announced as the 
winner, the Cardiff Bay boyos, 
together with the chaps at the 
Millennium Commission, who 
were to a large extent to have 
footed the bill, set about nail- 
ing ft. They succeeded. Polls 
proved that local opinion was 
against such a radical design, 
which was hardly surprising as 
the public is against any inter- 
esting new bunding, coming to 
terms with them 50 or 100 
years down the line. St Fancras, 


the Law Courts in the Strand, 
and the Lloyds Braiding in the 
Gty of London were all abom- 
inations in the public mind at 
the time they were built. Tbday, 
the first two are Grade One 
Listed and much loved, and 
Lloyds, Richard Rogers’ mas- 
terpiece, is slowly, slowly going 
the same way. 

Hadid was undermined and 
her scheme sunk. Before aban- 
doning the opera bouse project 
altogether, the Cardin Bay 
businessmen approached Sir 
Norman Foster, who had won 
second prize in the competi- 
tion, to take over. Foster, unlike 
Hadid, is a known quantity, a 
great architect whose team 
would have had little difficulty 
in satisfying Hadid’s detrac- 
tors. Wisely, Foster turned 
them down. The Opera House 
was a glittering prize and ft 
must have taken a great deal of 
soul-searching to have turned it 
down in an archi tect-ea t- archi- 
tect world. 

The net result was no Hadid, 


no Foster and no opera house. 
Instead, a local team was com- 
missioned to design some sort 
of vague general arts and cul- 
tural centre which will now be 
the centre-piece of a much- 
compromised Cardiff Bay. This 
sorry episode has served to 
make the world's best architects 
and engineers, together with 
investors and critics, wary of 
Cardiff: 

When city representatives 
began to realise what they 
might have lost (although they 
have never admitted this), some 
blamed the Millennium Com- 
mission for losing the opera 
house, others the Cardin Bay 
Development Corporation. No 
one was to blame and no one 
had shafted Zaha Hadid. 

Hadid herself responded 
magnificently. The opera house 
would have been her Lloyds or 
Pompidou, her Sydney Opera 
House; it would have placed 
her amongst the world's top 
architects. Throughout this dis- 
mal episode, she behaved with 


■ immense good grace, which 
’ has earned her widespread 
respect '■ 

She has had to swallow much 
more than her pride; a compe- 
tition entry of this scale and 
ambition is an immensely 
expensive thing to enter.. The 
small fees paid by the organis- 
ers of such competitions can 
never match the time, effort 
money and emotion invest ed in 
them by architects and their 
teams of experts, including 
engineers, building technicians, 
model makers or. today, busi- 
ness consultants. 

Despite rumours, Hadid is 
not rich;, her team of . young 
architects are not well paid and 
tend to finance themselves 
somehow. For them - many of 
them from overseas - wowing 
with Hadid is a privilege. She is 
a demanding taskmis tres^Tb u t 
her work is veiy beautiful and. 
won enough, will come into its 
own even in Britain: no one this 
talented can be left on the pro- 
fessional shelf for very long. 

Meanwhile, Hadid has built 
a delightful fire station on the 
. industrial estate of Vitra, the 
German furniture manufact- 
urer, and is being considered 
for other prestigious projects 
abroad. 

Zaha Hadid is one of archi- 
tecture’s true originals; she is 
also one df its greats. In t$97, 
she will come mto her owfi and 
wifi put the sorry episode of 
Cardiff Bay behind her. 

Monday: Aian Yentob 
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Sales guide 

STARTING TODAY 
FASHION 
Austin Reed 

At branches nationwide. Men can get 
i heir single-breasted two- and three- 
bulinn suits in stylish winter colours 
and wools reduced from £299 to £199, 
bam coats are down from £169 to £99 
and there is a 25 per cent discount on 
cotton shirts. For women, fashion 
shirts are available at (ess than 50 per 
cent of the usual price and twill 
trousers, usually £49, are £29.95. 

Betty Jackson 

Continues into mid-Januaiy. at 311 
Brampton Road, London SW3. 
Cashmere polo sweaters down from 
£599 to £298: black leather three- 
quarter trench coals, £845 to £422. 
Bfln 

Continues for 4-5 weeks, at 15 Shorts 
Gardens, London WC2 (0171-240 
6694). Discounts of up to 50 per cent. 
Button 

Continues for 4 weeks, at West 1 
Shopping Centre. 379 Oxford Street. 
London Wl. and at all stores 
nationwide (0321 287866). Almost 
everything will be marked down; 
discounts of up to 50 per cent 


Cashmere Studio 
At 10 Slctane Street, London SW1 
(0171-24S 9111). For the best 
bargains check out ladies' ultra-fine 
one-ply classic mock-turtle and 
roHneck sweaters, down from £129 to 
£89, and Murrey Allen cashmeres, 
reduced by 50 per cent. 

Cerruti 1881 

Womenswear sole until 31 Dec. at 106 
New Bond Street, London Wl (0171- 
495 5880). 

Cira pearls 

Runs until 31 Jan, at 61A 
Brampton Road, London SW3 
(0171-589 55S4). Discounts 
of 50 per cent on fine costume 
jewellery. 

Design works 

Continues for 3 weeks, at 19 Aveiy 
Row, London Wl. Discounts of 
30-50 per cent on selected items. 

Best bargains include wool flannel 
three-piece suits, reduced from 
£395 to £270; moleskin jackets, 
from £169 to £120; moleskin jeans, 
from £95 to £65; full-length leather 
crombies, from £485 to £300; jersey 
tops in navy, charcoal and black, 
from £40 to £25. 

DKNY 

Bond Street, London Wl. 

Dorothy Perkins 

At West 1 Store, 379 Oxford Street, 


London Wl, and branches 
nationwide. 

Emporio Armani 

At 191 Brampton Road, London SW3 
(0171-823 8818) and at stores across 
London. Sales in Manchester and 
Glasgow start tomorrow. 

Elam 

Nationwide. Discounts of up to 50 
per cent on winter stock. 

Giorgio Armani 

At 37 Sloane Street, London SW1 
<0171-235 6232). 

Hobbs 

At branches nationwide. 

Ken Lane 

Until 31 Jan, at 30 Burlington 
Arcade, London SW3 (0171-499 136) 
and 58 Beauchamp Place, London 
SW3 (0171-584 1985). Reductions of 
50 per cent on jewellery. 

Monsoon 

At 23 The Market, London WC2, 
and stores nationwide. Discounts of 
up to 50 per cent Look out for panne 
velvet column dresses, reduced from 
£85 to £55; silk shantung frock coats, 
down from £125 to £75; matching 
trousers reduced from £60 to £39.95. 
SDk bafl gowns £99. down from £160, 
Aran cardigans reduced from £60 to 
£39.95. Floral prints and checks are 
half price. There are also reductions 
OQ cbfldrenswear at some branches. 


Next 

Nationwide. Menswear, womenswear, 
and interiors all discounted by up to 
50 per cent. 

Oasis 

Rons until the end of January, at 292 
Regent Street, London Wl and 
branches' nationwide. Discounts of up 
to 50 per cent; bargains include tan 
suede safari jackets, down from 
£109.99 to £69.99 and a red crepe 
trouser suit, down from £44.99 to 
£24.99. 

Red or Dead 

At all London stores. Reductions of 
40 per cent on most stock: suede high 
boots reduced from £125 to £75; 

pinafore frocks, down from £79 to 

£45. 

The Scotch House 
For 2-3 weeks, at 2 Brampton Road, 
London SW1 and stores across 
London. Discounts of 30-40 per cent 
Ladies’ cashmere round-necked 
cardigans, down from £195 to £139 
(0171-581 2151 for mail order and 
inquiries). 

Simpsons 

Until 25 Jan at PicodOly. London. 
Extra 10 per cent off today, 9am- 
10am. all day 29 Dec and 1 Jan (offer 
excludes concessions). Reductions of 
up to 50 per cent on YSL, Laroche, 
Costelloe, MaxMara, Fink. Geiger, 


Simpson. Excellent sale bargains are 
full-length coats, reduced from £429 
to £299. tweed and plain wool jackets, 
reduced from £259 to £179, wool 
trousers and skirts reduced from £110 
to £75; Merino knitwear, originally 
priced at £95, is now £65. The best 
menswear reductions are on 
cashmere coats, reduced from £699 to 
£499, Daks Blazers, down from £195 
to £155, Daks sports jackets, from 
£199 to £99 and Daks two-piece suits, 
from £299 to £149. 

DEPARTMENT STORES 
Debenhams 

Great bargains to be found 
throughout the store, with up to 50 
per cent off selected Nuage rainwear 
and selected premium-range J Taylor 
clothing, handbags and hats. Men will 
find savings of £10 on all Levis jeans 
and 50 per cent reductions on IQ 
casual tops and shirts. There are 1 
similar reductions in the 
chfldrenswear and homes 
departments (0171-408 4444). 
Fenwick 

Runs for 3 weeks, at 63 New Bond 
Street, London Wl. and at stores in 
Brent Gross, at RJcemans of 
Canterbury. Fenwick of Newcastle, 
Tunbridge Wells, Windsor, York and 
Leicester. Some lines will be 


discounted by up to 30 per cent 
including designer wear such as 
Nicole jRarhi and Manx. 

Harvey Nichols 

At Knigh (abridge; London SW1 and 
in Leeds. Discounts of up to 50 per 
cent will be found throughout the 
store with an extra 10 per cent 
redaction for all account-holding 
customers for the first four days of 

the sale. The height of designer style 
in womenswear includes Dolce & 
Gabbana, Calvin Klein and Givenchy. 
Men will also have the opport uni ty to 
snap up labels like selected CK. Jeans, 
Versus by Gianni Versace and 
Giorgio Armani Le CoUerioni at half 
the usual price. For interiors, Ralph 
Lauren Home items will be among 
the bargains. 

Liberty 

At Regent Street, London WL 
Generous discounts are available on 
designer womenswear collections 
such as Gucci, Gaultier, Issey Miyake, 
Nicole Farhi, Ally Capellino, with 
many Vivienne Westwood lines 
reduced to half the normal price. 
Kenzo and Armani ties and Polo 
Ralph Lauren casuals are among the 
best of the bargains on offer in 
menswear. Armani, Fellini and Angie 
Gooderham jewellery will afl be at 
half-price and there will be excellent 


reductions on handbags and leathers. 
Homewares and interiors discounts 
wfll include half-price towels as well 
as linens, lighting, china and glass. 
SeHridges 

Rims for about a month, at Oxford 
Street, London Wl. Womenswear 
reductions of between 30 to 50 per 
cent include Calvin Klein, Future : 
Ozbek, Workers for Freedom, Jasper 
Conran, Gdultier and selected lines of 
Polo Ralph Lauren. Equally exclusive 
lines in menswear such as some Paul 
Smith. Calvin Klein and selected' YSL 
are reduced by up to 30 per ceriE'’ ' 
Household items such as china and 
riystal [will be reduced by up to 40 per 
cent, linens, and bathroom items by 
up to 50 ffer cent; there will be up to 
50 per cent reductions, on sfivem'dre 
and excellent discounts will be '' 
available on a range of floor 
coverings. Oriental carpels, books, 
and up to 50 pier cent discounts on 
chfldrenswear. , 

SHOES 

Jones Bootmakers ' 

At branches across London. Ladles 
• classic loafers ore reduced from £75 
to £55, the rip-up boot with heel from 
£100 to £50. men’s classic lace-up ' 
shoes from £95 to £40. All discounts 
are cm the current stock." — - 1 ' 
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.1 Adam Mars- Jones on two new movies about i ndi v iduals 


trapped in nightmare worlds not of their own making; 
Surviving Picasso’, a portrait of the artist as an dd monster, 
and Ttecyiightf, a subterranean rescue mission for Sly Stallone 

A U the credits for Surviving to indude her than to step back from his be switched off for seconds at a lime. All 
Picasso are, unusually, ax the temperament. ih fe , not to mention punching holes in mud 

end of ihe film, presumably in The film's Picasso is the sort of egotist walls to plant explosives, he does with his 
an attempt to conceal the who turns his moods into temporary couo- career-long expression of fuddled nobility, 
screenplay’s source in Arianna tries that other people must inhabit. When Director Rob Cohen experienced dis- 
Stassinopoulo s’s book, Picasso: Creator he feels imereative, he must measure his aster at first hand, if on a smaller scale, 
and Destroy er - n ot exactly a high point in power over art dealers and hangers-on by when in 1980 he survived a hold fire in 
cultural criticism. But in fact Ruth Prawer making them wail hours for an audience. Boston that claimed five lives. Having seen 
Jhabvala’s script is well turned, apart from When he feels unlovable, he must measure Towering Inferno, he knew to stay low and 
the oddity of having flashbacks within the his power over his lover by making her beg stay put till the emergency services could 
story of Frangoise Gflot (Natascha McEJ- forms attention. ream him, and used wet towels to seal off 

heme) to incidents in Picasso's life before Anthony Hopkins’s performance. Hire his the bottoms ofdoors. Presumably he did- 
shemet him —you can't flash back to a dace Nixon, contains dements of impersonation n’tfisd himself part of a little group of sur- 
- you've never been. The film as a whole, that aren't allowed to predominate. He rivers playing out miniature dramas of self- 
though, is a welcome recovery after Jeffer- makes no attempt at a vocal imitation but ishness and self-sacrifice, but then that was 
son in Paris , and is the least Merchant Ivory- offers a flickering physical likeness. The - only real life. 

ish film to be made by that team for many aaotris face and body were bland and trim If Stallone is a blue-collar redeemer, 
years. For once, they are recreating not when compared with Nixon's hideous dis- leading bis followers first to a sealed-off 
order but turmoil, and a man who tmetiveness, and here he must find awiri- chapel built by “sandboy" (the original 
demanded stability from the women who ness and fire that are also somewhat for- construction workers on the tunnel) and 
loved him, but then slipped away from those eign. There’s a touching moment in then actually behind the crucified Christ on 
settled arrangements himself. Picasso's first intimate conversation with its wall into a concealed flue, he soon gath- 

There are plenty of images in the film Frangoise when he becomes momentarily ers disciples. Notably there’s Madeline 
of Picasso as a jailer or predator. On nnsmetf himself suddenly fearful that this (Amy Brezmeman), an aspiring playwright 
Frangoise’s first visit to the artist's studio young goddess must be mocking his scanty who puts her rubber-soled shoes on her 
he tells her that she’s now in the labyrinth hair and his unattxactiveness. The charac- hands before wrestling with a high-voltage 
of the min otaur - isn’t she afraid she'll lei's vulnerability is bristling with armour, cable. After a single line of professional seff- 
never get out? When he suggests that she but Hopkins keeps opening up chinks. obsession (“Nobody goes to a theatre any 
move in, it is not so much as his lover as The fibs ends with a montage of the more”), she becomes Stallone's devoted 
his “secret captive”. Frangoise was almost work that Picasso was making dining this helper (“If we don’t die, I’m wondering if 
half a century younger than Picasso, and period, perhaps with a view to rehabflitat- I could give you a call?”). At one point she 
seems to have walked into her fife with him mg the artist after indulging the man so lit- utters a line that threatens to push Daylight 
with her eyes wide shut. Her complaint tie. But long before then a more compli- towards self-parody, when she replies to 
essentially is that he was meant to be as rated picture has emerged, of a monster Stallone’s umpteenth “Are you OK?” with 
wholly transformed by her as she was by without power except whai his victims gave “We gotta stop asking each other tbal”. 
him. The film shows that he almost was- . him, and a woman who found the thread Most fun in his bnef time on screen is 
that he _was able to suspend some of his out of that labyrinth. ViggoMortensen as Roy Nord, the sports- 

exploitative patterns: Tbe-otiier stmag** ** - • - >-« j wear tycoon, who models and demon- ■ 

male figure in the film, Frangoise's father n Daylight, Sylvester Stallone does his strates his own products as he struggles to 

(Bob Peck), is straightforwardly abusive; I stamfiydsiqjcrhumansmffmad^btly escape the traumatised tunneL He is the 
compared to him, Picasso has to be seen -.A. unusual setting - a funnel, between bad angel to Stallone's good, regarding the 
as liberating for all his manipulativeness. Manhattan and New Jersey, turiied into a disaster as a promotional opportunity to be 
Picasso in the film is not someone who place of hellish danger by a vast explosion exploited, ami the film can't let him gel very 
trusts his emotions, as Frangoise wants, and a toxic fire, fay the nver above threat- far since he threatens its assumption that 
but who deifies his impulses. There’s a ening to burst in, and finally by salvage a disaster is a sort of Outward Bound 
funny, fleeting moment when Picasso, operations conducted from topside by Course in extremis, with people learning to 
throwing books at his delinquent son authorities who carit beKeve (not realising suppress the base aspect of their rage to 
Claude, accidentally hits Frangoise with that thisisa dSsaster movie) that tberocoula survive. Roy Nord makes sure his escape 
one. Any other person would at least con- be any survivors. Stallone, an ex big-shot attempt is videotaped, and uses his mobile 
sider apologising, but Picasso didn't get paramedic with a secret sorrow, breaks in phone while climbing a vast shaft clogged 
to be Picasso by mistrusting his moods. If from above to provide rescue and comfort, with unstable debris. Don’t you find it 
be throws a book at Frangoise, she must ' though to do so he must climb down annoying when people do that? 
be culpable. Simpler to extend the tirade through a series of huge fans that can only Both films are on general release from today 



Lost the thread? Picasso (Anthony Hopkins) relaxes with Claude (Joe Geeks) and Frangoise (Natascha McElhone) 


‘I will not stare at beautiful women and wish I was a lesbian’ 


I will not automatically 
assume that a m an is gay 
simply because be is hand- 
some and amusing, works out, 
is extraordinarily well-dressed 
and knows all the words to 
“*Oob Ahh, Just a Little Bit”. 
Well, he could merely be pre- 
tending to be gay, couldn’t he? 

J will wind down my campaign 
jo have the Lycra declared an 
endangered species. 

In deference to his heartfelt 
plea for privacy and painful 
se nativity on the subject, I will 
no longer describe my dear, 
close friend David as “tragically 
single”. Not to his face. 

Mind you ...Anyone who wants 
jo date the nicest, sweetest and 
most thoroughly house-broken 
Jewish sex god in captnity - 
trust me, your mother will love 
him -should write to me here at 


The Independent', as I could do 
with a laugh. 

I will not scare the other men 
at the gym by chanting *T must 1 
1 must/I must increase my 
bust”. 

J will quit blaming my mother for 
makzngmy brothers heterosexuaL 

1 will not blow an entire day 
shopping for one simple black 
T-shirt 

I will not spend half my annual 
income on products containing 
liposomes. (Note: make 1997 the 
year you find out what a lipo- 
some is.) 

I will stop treating straight men 
like remedial children. 

Scratch that 

I promise not to snigger all the 


way through Platoon - again. 

/ will not confuse songs heardas 
four in the morning at The Pidge 
with real life. This applies par- 
tkulariv to EriaFachin’s “Savin’ 
Myself”, the Giant Killers’ "Time 
of Our Lives", Sheryl Lee 
Ralph ’s In the Evening'", 
Suzanne Rye's “ Because You 
Loved Me ", all Abba covers, 
and every lyric containing the 
words “heaven", “high", “hap- 
piness ” or any of the following 
sentiments : "Hold me I Don’t 
ever let go", “Take your hands off 
my man” and "Dub I Dub Dub 
I Dub”. 

I will likewise remind myself 
that my hair is not “Harlow 
gold” and my lips are not “a 
sweet surprise”, except in times 
of aatianal emergency. 

On the other hand, I win 
acknowledge that Moby's " That's 



John Lyttte’s 
New Year resolutions 


When I Reach For My Revolver" 
contains a message for us alL 

When I am next tempted to buy 
a white vest checked shirt and 
leather chaps, I will remember, 
as one correspondent so mem- 
orably put it that “in the Val- 


ley of the Dolls, it’s Barbie, not 
-Ken, who has aU the fun”. 

7 will stop worrying whether the 
boy who played the banjo m 
'Deliverance' went on to have a 
successful show business career. 

I will stop worrying whether 
Laboratoire Gamier is actually 
a breeze-block shed oo a 
French housing estate. 

. I will stop worrying, period. 

I will start taking Prozac, 
period. 

I solemnly promise not to cruise 
my sisters ’ husbands. No matter 
how much they like iL ■ 

I will wail until the wind is blow- 
ing away from me before scat- 
tering another friend’s ashes. 

I wiH stop making anonymous 


calls to the fashion police and 

S to speak to the Swat 
If George Michael really 
(hat haircut, clone mous- 
tache and goalee suit him. that 's 
his prerogative. The fool 

I will not stare at beautiful 
women and wish I was a les- 
bian. 

7 will fund an expedition to find 
the “Gay Community After 
that, the unicorn, the dodo and 
Nessie. 

I will not end my lurid descrip- 
tion of the death of Edward II 
with “Don’t try this at home”. 

7 x iff not fantasise about being 
shipwrecked on a desert island 
with Brad Pitt and Daniel Day- 
Lewis. I will not fantasise that 
they quarrel over me. I will not 
fantasise that my solution is a 
rota system and lots of massage. 


] wflj not dance tike a drunk 
attempting ro kiU a cockroach. 

7 will not eff and blind at homo- 
phobes and then plead Tourctte's 
syndrome. 

I will put away childish things 
and focus on what is important 
in life. For instance, the next 
Armani collection, the new sea- 
son of Melrose Place, and find- 
ing just the right shade of moss- 
green linen napkins to match 
the Royal Doulton dinner set 
Andrew got me for Christmas. 

7 will not mime to Barbra Strei- 
sand's ‘Guilty’ album. (Note: this 
resolution has been broken every 
year since 1981. Do try harder.) 

J will remember to tell Andrew 
that I love him at least once a 
day. 

Ditto Derek. 


I will accept Andrew’s pro- 
posal of marriage. 

Nah. I’ll play hard to get. 

Will. 

B on't. 

WilL 

Won 'l 

We’ll see. 

Disclaimer: Mr Lvrtle's legal 
representatives would like it 
known that the above resolu- 
tions are subject ro alteration, 
cancellation, whim, amnesia 
and bribery without prior noti- 
fication or so much at a by- 
your-leave. For further infor- 
mation, please see the relevant 
Citizen's Charter. This does 
not affect your statutory rights 
- much. 


Pied k Terre 

At 31 Old Bond Street, London W1 and all 
branches in Loudon, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Brighton. Brent Cross and Lakeside 
Shopping Centre (enquiries, call 0171-499 
9204). Discounts of up to 75 per cent are 
available on selected shoes, clothing and 
bags. 

HOMES & INTERIORS 
Heal's 

Runs until 19 Jan, at 196 Tbttenham Court 
Road, London W1 (0171-636 1666) and 
stores in London and Guildford. Discounts 
include 20 per cent off dining tables, chairs, 
occasional tables and upholstery from the 
store’s normal stock, plus 30 per cent off 
selected cookware, canteens of cutlery and 
dear-glass vases, 50 per cent off discounted 
linens and all basketware at the Tbtt enham 
Court Road store. There are also good 
reductions on metal beds, and discounted 
children's furniture ranges Connections and 
CaxsivaL The star bargains of the sale 
include Caprice metal beds; reduced from 
£720 to £575, bergire chairs, frame-only, 
down from £810 to £595. and bexg&re two- 
seater chairs, frame-only, down from £1,090 
to £750. 

The Pier 

Stores around the country, including King’s 
Road, London SW3. 

Royal Worcester Spode 
126 Regent St, London, Wl. 


ALREADY ON 
FASHION 

British Home Stores 
Nationwide. 

Ghost 

At 326 Rensa! Road, London W10. 

Kate Jones 

At 28 St Christopher’s Place, London Wl. 
Cool, cut-price hipster miniskirts are down 
to £71 from £95 and pretty baby-doll dresses 
are reduced from £125 to £93. 

Claudia Sebire 

At 136 Flilham Road. London SW10 (0171- 
S35 1327). Prices are reduced by 25 per cent 
on labels such as Siren esse and MaxMara. 
Best bargains are Scbober suits, reduced 
from £750 to £300. 

Blazer (Moss Brass Group) At stores 
nationwide. Blazer pure-wooi suits make 
excellent bargains at £125, down from £250, 
and pure cotton shins are equally easy to 
snap tip at £19.50, down from the original 
price of £40. 

Racing Green 

Until 11 Jan, at 33 King Street, Manchester 
(0161-835 2022) and branches in Glasgow 
and Kingston-upon-Thames. Discounts of 
25-50 per cent will be made at the stores 
and on mail-order: 

Ror it Zilkha 

Ai branches across London. There is a 50 
per cent discount on selected items. The star 
(fffrtin is the daisy-print silk satin shirt 
reduced from £159 to £80. 


HOMES AND INTERIORS - 
Maples 

At stores nationwide. Excellent furniture 
bargains include the Maples two-seat sofa, . 
reduced from £1,399 to £949 and the 
Lennox table and four chairs, down from 
£2^95 
to £499. 

Ikea 

At 2 Drury Way, North Circular Road. 
London NW10 (0181-208 5600) and at 
brandies in Ctpyckra, Birmingham, 
Gateshead, Leeds and Warrington. 

SHOES 

Church’s 

At 201 Regent Street, London Wl and 
branches across London. World-renowned 
quality all-leather shoes. Discounts include 
the Dorchester shoe, down from £195 to 
£120, the Litz, down from £185 to £95 and 
the ladies quilted loafer In sunflower yellow, 
down from £110 to £60. 

Ravel 

Discounts will be up to 50 per cent, 
although most reductions wiH he around 
33 per cent Bargains indude suede loafers, 
down from £29.99 to £20, elegant beaded 
satin high-heel court shoe in grey or 
burgundy, reduced from £39.99 to £29. 
men’s slip-on loafer with leather sole, 
down from £49.99 to £40 and ankle boots 
with buckle down from £39.99 to £30 
(0171-6310224). 


CLASSIFIED 


Musical Instruments] 





Jr: 


8, Sertatey Squaw, London Wl. 
W 0171-753 0533 . 


What’s On 


PHANTOM pop & span. GJHon, 
Tina Tumor 0171 823 6119 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER tot Hat ipadal 
do, iM2-iwa moa feta Mas- 
able. Moal birthday gift. Ramem- 
berartwn- W: 0161488 6323. Or 
CALL FREE 0600 S20 000. 


Exhibitions 


FRAMEWORKS 


Exhibition of 


European Portrait 


Frames 


PAUL MITCHELL 
99 New Bond Street 
London Wl 

Mon-FrI 10-17.30 Sat 10-13.00 


Charities 


PLEASE HELP US TO HELP THOSE FOR WHOM THE 
TRIUMPHS OF RESEARCH WILL COME TOO LAT= 

AND WHO NEED OUR HELP NOW 


Your donation, large or small, is 
urgently needed and please remember 
us in your will. 

The British Kidney Patient Association 
Sordon, Hants GU35 SJZ 
01 420 472021/2 

Reg Charity no 270288 B.ILP.II. 



Concerts 
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THE KHMTB CON&OflX RQflEHT KING ttractof. SoWS MhKte 
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LajpHS- Bach: Conaa » and 246: Kitfmou: 0 iwoa 2M 
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No thanks for season’s plenty, just blame 



S niff the air. Lick a finger and hold 
it to the wind. Something's com- 
ing, something good - to quote 
the West Side Story song - maybe 
tonight. Or in the New Year, anyway. 
The nation has started shopping again, 
and started moving house with enthus- 
iasm. So, according to the Deputy 
Prime Minister, the good times must 
surely be on their way. 

The sales help. After the Christmas 
excesses our material consumption has 
become a little more bargain con- 
scious, but we haven't stopped shop- 
ping. It is as if, having gorged ourselves 
on Christmas pudding, we just keep 
eating. Only we kid ourselves that this 
time we're swallowing healthy green 
leaves instead. 

The shopping frenzy seems to be 
more than a seasonal fluctuation. 
According to the unemployment fig- 
ures. new jobs are being created fast. 
Although they aren’t jobs for life these 
days, they aren’t just jobs for Christmas 
either. And, to Mr Heseltine's wayward 
delight yesterday, house, prices are ris- 
ing again, too. 

Well may the Deputy PM warble. 
Received wisdom tells us that this 
should be great news for the Govern- 
ment. Jobs for Christmas and pros- 
perity for the New Year should lead 
gaily on to votes in the spring. When 
the economy is booming, say the pun- 
dits, governments get re-elected. When 
it crashes, they are turfed out. Through 


the Eighties and early Nineties econ- 
omic confidence and support for the 
Conservative incumbents moved hand 
in hand. 

But somehow the old stoiy does not 
chime true this time. No one seems to 
believe it. In the past year or so, con- 
sumer confidence has indeed been ris- 
ing, but support for the Conservatives 
has not Of course the Conservatives 
could theoretically turn around a mas- 
sive gap in the opinion polls and win a 
general election in May. Stranger 
things have happened. But even the 
most extreme Conservative optimists 
and Labour pessimists are tentative in 
their predictions that rising economic 
prosperity in the next few months can 
help the Conservatives win. 

Maters are still grouchy. Had we been 
roaring into a boom for the past year 
or so, engines blazing, purses open, the 
public might have built up the con- 
fidence to show benevolence towards 
the Government. But the boom is nei- 
ther big enough nor blatant enough to 
erase the memories of recent hard 
times. Stepping sedately out of the 
recession, skirts merely ruffling in the 
wind, may have been a sensible econ- 
omic strategy for our inflation-prone 
nation, but it has not had much positive 
impact on British voters. 

More important, British voters are 
getting wise to the boom thin g. Soar- 
ing economic growth today means high 
inflation tomorrow, and painful reces- 
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skm the day after that The trouble with 
18 consecutive years in power is. that 
you are still around to take the blame 
for the consequences of economic mis- 
takes. So this time, the Conservatives 
who presided over the Lawson boom, 
the overheating of the economy and the 
explosion of the housing market were 
still in power through the recession and 
the repossessions. There is no one else 
to blame. 

The Chancellor, Ken Clarke, is 
clearly well aware of this. Not for 
nothing has he avoided fuelling a huge 
consumer boom with further interest 
rate cuts and tax cuts at the end of this 


year. The Conservatives have a lot to 
do to rebuild their economic credibil- 
ity in voters’ eyes. Heralding , a new 
boom will undermine all Ken Clarke’s 
claims to be a safe pair of hands. And 
while it might - just might - kid voters 
all over again, it may also make them 
even more cynical and dismissive about 
Government claims. Someone should 
have explained this to Mr Heseltine 
before he bounced on to the radio yes- 
terday lau ding the benefits of an accel- 
erating economy. 

Confidence in the Conservatives’ 
economic competence is not the only 
thing at stake, however. Voters feel waxy 


altogether about Tbry economic 

integrity. The Eighties felt really ^>oa 

We thought we could have them for 
ever. We were told it was a *Tbry” mir- 
acle. The deletion of those expectations 
had a. huge effect Graduates who went 
to university in the Ipghties believed 
there were excellent jobs on monstrous 
salaries waiting nut there with their. 
Danes on. When they arrived in the lab- 
our market to find high graduate unem- 
ployment, they felt cheated. Likewise, 
the home owners who risked all to join 
the property-owning world' lost faith 
when they went into negative equity. 
Disappointed people do not swallow 
promises so easily all over again. 

But the biggest reason wtty the Gov- 
ernment may find it hard to reap the 
political rewards of a growing economy 
next year is taxation. Having promised 
so much in terms of tax cuts to come 
before the 1992 election, the Conser- 
vatives were forced to raise taxes sub- 
stantially instead. Remember what 
happened to George Bush? On the evi- 
dence of decades of presidential elec- 
tions, George Bush should have won in 
1992; the economy was growing, and he 
was in charge. But- he was unable to 
reap the political benefits of growth 
himself because he had broken bis 
promise to the voters. With “read my 
lips, no new taxes” ringing in their ears, 
voters could not bring themselves to 
vote for Bush again. 

Economies do make a difference in 


€ 


111 Mr Heseltine's coe«> ^ 
XuJd remember that voters dont 

only look at a growing 

vote for those in paver, they look for 

someone they trust to sustain it. 

Hero Today, 
gone tomorrow? 

P oor old Today programme. Off 
they go, John, Jim and Sue, in all 
innocence seeking their hsteners 
favourite person of the year. Andwhat 
happens? Hist, cynical know- 

nothings try to rig it And then (which, 
we askTis worse?) John Major wins. Qy 
foul! Are we really to believe ttat the 
middle-aged middle classes prefer Mr 
Major to a whole bevy of moral 
heroines? Women who saved children, 
fought for gun laws and democracy, 
survived disaster? No chance. 

So here’s a suggestion for the new 
editor of Today. Scrap the poll next 
year. Choose your own favourite, or get 
a group of estimable and non-partisan 
female judges to do it for you. After all, 
we’re going to have enough of Messrs 
Blair and Major in 1997 to last us 
through a thousand Boxing Day 
breakfasts. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Action now to 
keep the 
elderly warm 

Sin Action, not the needless 
wringing of hands, is called for if we 
are to remedy the appalling 
consequences of feel-poverty in the 
UK (“Dickensian season for the 
elderly”, 34 December). 

The problem has reached 
massive proportions, because of 
the Treasury's consistently perverse 
calculus that short-term budget 
cuts are more important than 
investing to save lives, energy and 
money. At least six million people 
are classified as fuel-poor, and the 
level of “Extra Winter Deaths” ’ 

which result because so many . . . 
vulnerable people live in constantly 
cold, damp, energy-wasteful 
houses, ranges from 30,000 to 
60,000 fatalities annually. 

In January, a cross-party group 
of MPs, led by Alan Simpson 
(Nottingham South), wiu 
reintroduce the Warm Homes and 
Energy Conservation (15 Year 
Programme) BQl, with the support 
of the Association for the 
Conservation of Energy, Friends of 
the Earth and Neighbour Energy 
Action. 

Once law, the Bill would 
mandate successive governments 
to insulate effectively 500,000 
homes a year for 15 years. The 
payback will be huge. 
Conservatively, up to 50,000 new 
jobs will be created through 
manufacturing, installing, servicing 
and repairing a range of energy- 
conservation goods and materials. 
The Treasury and taxpayers will 
gain some £9,000 per year for every 
person escaping the dole queue. 
Polluting emissions will tumble and 
domestic fuel bills will fall. 

Most importantly, tens of 
thousands of lives will be saved 
every winter, and as we implement 
this “prevention is hetter than 
cure” strategy the NHS will save 
hundreds ofmillions of pounds 
every year. 

This is no millennium fantasy, 
but the best Christmas present 
society can give to itself. Treasury 
short -lemusm will only he 
overcome if voters anil taxpayers 
demand the Bill becomes law. 
CHARLES SECRETT 
Directin', Frietuls of the Earth 
London N1 

Sin Your article “Dickensian 
season for the elderly" 1 24 
December) makes grim reading; 
nevertheless its message about the 
consequences of a large section nr 
UK houses being unbeatable is an 
understatement. Not only the old 
suffer. Everyone, especially 
children. Is susceptible to cold- 
induced winter illness, and since 
cold houses result in condensation 
with consequent mould growth, 
also to damp-induced illness such 
as asthma. 

Thu investment required to rase 
the UK housing slock to the 
thermal standards equivalent to 
those of our north European 
neighbours is massive. However, 
spread over. say. 10 years it is still 
less than the aggregated costs of 
death, illness (including 
consequent educational and 
production losses), damage to 
houses and their contents, the 
(ludicrously inadequate) cold 
weather payments, and the extra 
. costs to social services and housing 
management. 

The variations in UK winter 
climate ore striking, if temperature, 
wind and sunshine (or luck of it) 
arc all taken into account. A house 
in the Shctlands consumes 69 per 
cent more energy than an identical 
house heated to identical 



A warm room: but six million people in this country are classified as < fueJ-poor\(see letters, left) Photograph: David Rose 


temperatures in London. Bad as 
conditions are everywhere in the 
UK, the hardship and loss is 
unevenly distributed. 

Hence the investment needed ro 
make life safe, healthy and 
tolerable for the eight million 
households who currently cannot 
meet such heating criteria, will 
need to be regionally targeted. 
THOMAS A MARKUS 
Emeritus Professor of Building 
Science 

University of Strathclyde, Glasgow 
( The writer was co-author of Wait 
Committee Report 30 “ Domestic 
Energy and Affordable Warmsh ”, 
1994) 


Oasis dwarfed 
by Beatlemania 

Sin According to Andrew 
Mueller, “the deification of the 
Beatles has been largely 
retrospective’’ (“A Liam isn’t just 
for Christmas”, 20 December) 
and “no other band has been more 
universally adored by their own 
country during their existence 
than Oasis”. 

it only takes a small effort of 
memory to conjure up the 
Beatlemania of 30 years ago, which 
dwarfs any adulation that might be 
felt for Oasis today; constant press 
reports on the doings of the Fab 
Four, Wilfrid Mellors pontificating 
on their music in The Times, OBEs 
being handed out by Harold 
Wilson, the conquering of 
America, Bea tie jackets, moptop 
wigs, every single and every album 
being subject to minute scrutiny - 1 
cannot sec any of it happening to 
Oasis at the moment. 

MICHAEL AINSCOUGH 
Henfidd, West Sussex 


Why blood donor 
rules vary 

Sir Mr Jarre tt (letter, 24 
December) raises an important 
point concerning guidelines over 
who can and cannot donate blood. 
In Lhe past these rules have tended 
to relate to medical histoiy, but 
increasingly the National Blood 
Service (NBS) has had to take into 
account changes in lifestyle. 

Long-haul travel overseas can 
mean that some of our regular 
donors visit areas where malaria is 
endemic; according to the World 
Health Oiganisation, one such 
country is the Dominican. Republic. 
In the absence of any diagnostic test, 
the current rule is that anyone 
visiting such an area must wait for 
one year and have no signs of malaria 
before being able to donate again. 

At the North London Centre, 
which includes the West End 
Donor Clinic referred to by Mr 
Jarretl, the NBS is investigating a 
potential diagnostic test for 
malaria. This means that many 
donors who previously would have 
had to wait forayear are now able 
to donate at sessions managed 
through North London. Once all 
the information from this pQot is 
complete, the NBS will consider 
the wider use of the diagnostic test 
at other blood centres. 

This initiative is just one example 
of how the NBS is adapting 
continually to meet the changing 
pattern of blood donation in 
England. As hospitals continue to 
use increasing amounts of blood 
every year, the service does meet 


the demand, but there will always 
be a need for more -particular^ at 
holiday times such as Christmas, lb 
become a donor, people should 
contact their local blood centre or 
ring 0345-711711. 

Dr MARY BRENNAN 

Director of Donor Sendees & Public 

Relations, 

London and South East Zone of the 
National Blood Service 
London NiV9 


Elastic Marilyn 

Sir Regarding correspondence on 
Marilyn Monroe's legendary 
proportions (letters, 20 and 24 
December), there is something I 
really must get off my chest 

Both Dr Ashton and Stephen 
Dorril are missing the point - 
judging from photographs taken 
throughout Nod's career, she 
fluctuated between being very slim 
and quite ample (as in Some Like It 
Hot). Her charm lay not in whether 
she was a size 10 or a size 16, but in 
her beautiful face, her 
extraordinary sensuousness, and 
the fact that, big or small, she was 
always curvaceous, with a very 
desirable waist-to-hip ratio. 

Why do these men find it a 
matter of importance to squabble 
about a few inches here and there, 
when what we should all be doing is 
celebrating some women's ability 
to leave men breathless with the 
sheer force of their confidence in 
their own beauty and sex appeal, 
size and age notwithstanding? 
PENNY BLOOM 
Peterborough, Cambridgeshire 


Drink to the 
turban trick 

Six: The science article on reducing 
the risk of cholera infection by 
filtering water using a sari 
(“Cholera cure? You’re wearing 
it”, 16 December) was not the first 
time Td heard of the trick. 

In 1983 1 took a camel trip 
between Jaisalmer and Bikaner in 
Rajasthan and was led tw a 
charismatic Pakistani. lie had a 
wicked sense of humour and 
brought me to a waterfaole where 
we were to eaL The water was full 
of life and caused me considerable 
concern. 

My friend laughed - then ■ 
proceeded to filter it through his 
turban. I was grateful to lose the 
insects, but not at ail comfortable 
at the thought of what was being 
added to the water by the turban. 

Was it an example of good local 
practice passed down through 
generations proving to be good 
science as well?. 

JOHN McKELLAR. 

Macclesfield, Cheshire 


Horror in Zaire 

Sin I am very happy to know that 
President Mobutu has returned to 
Zaire “to bring a solution to the 
problems of the east of the country”. 

These are the problems for 
which the east of the country 
expects him to bringa solution: the 
wretched girls of Idohu school, 
kidnapped by the retreating FAZ 
(Zaire Armed Forces), begging the 
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population of Marabo to free them 
from their captors after days and 
nights of continued rape; the 
hungry population of Burria with its 
market and shops looted and 
burned by the FAZ, with no way to 
find their daily food; the ransacked 
hospitals of Rwanguba, Katwa, 
Beni, Oicha and Rethy, pillaged tty 
the FAZ; the nuns of Maboya, 
raped and murdered by the FAZ; 
the four truck-loads of fleeing 
Goma residents, women and 
children, massacred in cold blood 
by the Interahamwe, now fighting 
on the side of the FAZ; the girls 
and nuns of Institut ChemChem in 
Butda, raped tty the FAZ. 

President Mobutu could follow 
the example of rebels now in 
control of Goma; they have put 
deserting FAZ soldiers into a one- 
year retraining course, to drum it 
into their heads that the role of the 
military is to defend cxvHians. 
GWENDOLYN McKENZffi. 

Nairobi 


Bitter Dawkins 

Sin In spite of an initial impression 
to the contrary, Richard Dawkins's 
offensively bitter comments 
(“Surely, you must be joking", 24 
December) show just how deeply 
he cares about the truths of 
Christian belief: you don’t get 
offensive or bitter about something 
you couldn't give tuppence for. 

Since he does obviously care so 
much, may I suggest that he 
extends the scope of his religious 
knowledge to include theologies of 
the Incarnation and the Atonement 
other than the fundamentalist 
reductionist interpretations that he 
attacks? They do «risr 
Rev DAVID CLEMENS 
TUbury, Essex 


Sixties icons 
are not ours 

Sir: Sony to disappoint Polly 
Tbynbee (“It’s time to swing back to 
the Sixties”, 23 December), but 
young people of my generation, 
bom ro the Seventies, have 
absolutely no interest in what 
Jagger et al have to say. 

After making a few vague “anti- 
Establishmcnr gestures in their ** 
youth, most of the Baby Boom * 

rockers have become part of that 
very Establishment. 

The late-tee ns and 
twentysomethings of 1996/97 have 
tbeir,own ideas, their own beliefs, 
and their own heroes and 
heroines, and look forward 
op timis tically to the year 2000, 
not 1964/The “legacy’* of the 
Sixties, Seventies and Eighties has 
indeed created a society very ' 
different from that of 30 years 
ago, and anyone who wants to get 
on with life doesn't waste time 
wondering whether this is for 
better or worse. 

Young people do admire those 
like Nelson Mandela, who fought 
(and fight) for values still vital 
today. Most of us have a strong 
sense of morality and of doing right 
by others, and are sick of being told 
what terrible times we're living 
through. 

The 21st century could be a great 
one. My message to the Polly 
Tbynbees out there is this: help us 
build it, or leave us alone. 

JON MILLS 
Minehead, Somerset 

Sin We fiftysome things are “war 
babies”, not “baby-boomers” - two 
quite distinct groups. Those bom in 
tnepost-war baby boom would now 
be fortysomethings, like Ms 
Tbynbee. 

Many of my generation, I 
suspect, feel quite peeved at the 
way the baby-boomers came along 
and ruthlessly deconstructed the 
secure, socially cohesive, idealistic 
post-war world (1945-60) in which 
we grew up. 

What they have given the rest of 
us is epitomised not just by the 
Sixties, but by the Thatcherite 
Eighties, too; both are two tides of 
the same coin. That coin, of course, 
is selfish libertarianism, the ethos 
of “blow everybody else. I'm going 
to have what I want”. 

The Sixties and Seventies 


it in terms of money - but it is the 
same beast that Ms Tbynbee 1 s 
generation liberated from 
Pandora’s box 30 years ago. 

DAVID SMITH 
Bletchley. Buckinghamshire 

National treat 

Sin Someone had to produce a 
thin scream of agony at the fact 
that tbe National Theatre is 
managing to delight those 
theatregoers who leap 
spontaneously to their feet at the 
end of each performance of Guys 
and Dolls, entranced by a 
production which only someone 
wedded to the idea of drama as 
misery could fail to enjoy. 

The National is doing what it 
should be doing - producing a 
rnixture of classic and modem 
productions and sometimes taking 
chances with work which may come 
a cropper, Julian Mitchell (“Losing 
the plot at the National Theatre”, 
21 December) demands a 
“marvellous new play”. 

My own impression is that the 
National Theatre demands this, 
too; finding it is, however, not as 
easy as Mr Mitchell supposes. 
DEREK PARKER 
London W14 
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Who would 


be a politician’s 
wife in 1997? 


S o Cberie Booth is to have 

her own adviser for the 
election campaign, is 
she? Great She needs one. 

Someone has to. deal with 
columns Kim this one, fea- 
tures about Tbny Blair’s fam- 
ily life, featorettes about 
Chene's taste in clothes, news 
stones about her latest c ourt 
case, and the countless other 
snippets and snipes about the 
Labour leader's other half 
Everybody will want a bite at 
Cberie in the next few months. 

And yon can guarantee that Vu 

most of them will dig their 
teeth in hard. C<M 

Well let s hope they snap so 
hard they bite their own 
tongues off- because none of 
them have a due what they are 
talking about- Chauvinists in __ 

the right-wing press rant that i Qt 

Ms Booth (ana you can hear 
them hissing as they say . 

“Mjzzzzz") is too pushy, and PcLFl 

should stay quietly at home. On 
the other hand, the people nwy 4-j 
who ought to identify with her dlc ^ 
predicament - women who , 

have fought against gender QV V 

stereotypes all their lives - J 

lambaste her for compromis- » 

mg, for cuddling Ibny in pub- XJT6J1 

lie. and even editing an issue of 
the popular women’s maga- YY1£ 

zine Puma. XUv 

Both sides, it seems; would , 
rather she simply shut up and IIVIX 

remained on the sidelines. The " * 

fact that she is to have an elec- __ 

don campaign aide to herself alJO JJ 
will get them all salivating 

a. truth i, u,at che earnm 

spouse of a political leader 
can’t slip silently into the 
shadows these days - it isn’t 
possible. Voters want to know 
how human their politicians are. The quick- 
est way of proving humanity - particularly for 
a man - is to produce a wife. A Mrs in the 
wings is shorthand for; I can look after peo 


Yvette 

Cooper 


Political 
partners 
are trapped 
by voters 
prejudice, 

-f • 

media 
hypocrisy 
and marital 
commitment 


S ess what, 1 am heterosexual; lov^t^e^pd 
laable, too-’ ■ ' ' ■ v»5 


fanciable, too-! ' ytf» 

There are, otherways ( to Bipdu cajyag& 
, ble hinterland, but this is the fastesfand,m 
these intolerant times, the most acceptable. 
Keep that spouse under wraps, on the other 
hand, and people become suspicious, curious 
and fascinated. And opponents gleefully 
conclude that the wife or husband may be a 
weak point to attack. 

So spousie has to have a public persona - 


e. Voters want to know . That's just the women’s vote, 

man their politicians are. The quick- Men are worse. If they don’t feel threatened 
of proving humanity - particularly for directly by independent women, they are often 
- is to produce a wife. A Mrs in the confused and unable to warm to changing 
_ 5 shorthand for: I can look after peo- women’s roles. 
ple, r love people arid Support Of course a Maze a bril- 

guess what, 1 am heterosexual; lovable ^nd , Jjaat trail fry, pubhcte@Sfapcyg heisetf from 
le, too. y*T5 t, ;' ' vjtra^oHaJhwjmib’s ro&jSSs&juld refuse to 

e are, other ways to producep^c^fc »,.be seen smijfing#(kdier JutshanrTs.^de, avqid 
terland, but this is the fastestand, m party conferences, and stick to pursuing her 
itolerant times, the most acceptable, own career. She could stand up and shoot to 
rat spouse under wraps, on the other the world that she is not a politician nor is she 
nd people become suspicious, curious apohtidan's accessory. But what would she or 
scinated. And opponents gleefully anyone else gain from it? 
le that the wife or husband may be a She would be crucified by ' the right-wing 
oint to attack. ■ press, who would distort and caricature her 

tousle has to have a public persona - ’views. (Just think what the media have done 
it is onfy rolled out once in a while, to Hillary Clinton.) Viters, especially other 
bad one, Norma had one, so did women whoour crusading political wife never 
Now Cberie has one, too. And there meant to attack would interpret her behaviour 
point in slag ging them off for the par- as criticism of them- And her party oould lose 
public roles they have each been the election because of iu 
vith- because each has had little free- In the circumstances, then, it iseasy to see 

i manoeuvre. Political partners, are why the working wife of an opposition leader 
; cornered by voters’ prejudices, media should go out of hex way to emphasise the 
^ and by their own commitment to the un threatening side - the Prime side, the 
nd to the politician they share their mothexride, the “I love my husband” side. This 
h. Wives, husbands. Labour, Cbuser- is not giving in; it is acknowledging the sexist 
nany of the dilemmas are the same, political world we live in, making gradual 
e wife to the first Labour leader of the progress, and staying sane. Just to cany on 
om generation is probably the worst working after taking, up residence at No 10 
ition of all. would be an achievement, 

ir the days - and the balls - of Denis. Other people* other women, can do a lot 

id retired, Denis Thatcher could play more shouting. They can chang e attitudes 
ng, silent ^pe. OK, some people said towards women’s roles by daring to be con- 
l wimp because his wife was so force- fronlational, and where necessary by offend- 
DOwerfuI, but at least he never had to mg people. But it is hard for political parties 
to be a wimp in public. Denis was and their representatives to leap too far 
iquired to slide onto the stage at an ahead of public opinion. Women politicians 
seaside resort to snuggle with Margaret have a tough enough time advocating their 
id of her speech. Not so the political cause and maintaining some control over the 

public role they play. Politicians wives - espe- 
hat choice have they got? Leave John dally opposition politician’s wives — don’t 
in stage on his own and his is one stand a chance. 


' Denis bad one, Norma had one, so did 
Glenys. Now Cberie has one, too. And there 
is little point in slagging them off for the par- 
ticular public roles they have each been 
landed with - because each has had little free- 
dom to manoeuvre. Political partners are 
trapped; cornered by voters’ prejudices, media 
hypocrisy and by their own commitment to the 


’, and to the politician they share their 
with. Wives, husbands. Labour, Conser- 


beds with. Wives, husbands. Labour, Conser- 
vative, many of the dilemmas are the same. 
But to be wife to thefirst Labour leader of the 
baby boom generation is probably the worst 
combination of all. 

' Oh for the days -and the balls -of Denis. 
Male and retired, Denis Thatcher could play 
the strong, silent type. OK, some people said 
he was a wimp because his wife was so force- 
ful and powerful, but at least he never had to 
pretend to be a wimp in public. Denis was 
never required to slide onto the stage at an 

English seaside resort to snuggle with Margaret 

at the end of her speech. Not so the political 
wives. 

But what choice have they got? Leave John 
Major on stage on his own and his is one 


the commentators 


A national heritage 


that holds us back 


among a sea of grey hair, grey 
faces and grey suits. Margaret 
Thatcher, surrounded by lots of 
male cabinet members, was 
glamorous «*wot i gh- But nntfi 
the main parties have more 
women’s toec in their cabinets, . 
their male leaders need a wife 
on hand to break the monot- 
ony. After ally th** is a selling 
game. People like looking at 
and buying pictures of women. 
Not for nothing are the front 
covers of men’s magazines and 
women’s magazines alike 
smeared with women's smiles. 

Being a political wife, rather 
than a husband, is doubly dif- 
ficult. Not only is the press 
attention more acute, but the 
role required is - for the 
moment - more controversial. 
Husbands can be themselves, 
so long as they don’t talk pol- 
itics. But wives discover, as 
soon as they are thrust on the 
public stage, that everything 
about them threatens other 
people, and therefore threat- 
ens voles. 

In the space of a generation, 
the choices available to women 
have expanded considerably. 
Bui we are all still terribly 
touchy about the decisions 
other women have made. Con- 
fronted with a housewife, 
mothers who went back to 
workfeel defensive and guilty. 
Seeing a successful career 
woman, those who stayed at 
home feel inadequate. Paced 
with a Norma Major, young 
women feel frustrated and irri- 
tated at the doors she failed to 
open for ns. Watching a 
dynamic Cberie Booth QC, 
older women feel their own 
lives devalued. 


J ust like people, there 

are countries which act, 
and there are countries 
that are acted upon. The 
saddest thing about the 
past few years, for a true Briton, 
is the extent to which we have 
become an acted-upon nation. 
Foreign secretaries may speak 
of us punching above our 
weight. We may comfort our- 
selves with the creativity and 
glamour of British design, 
music atirf art. 

But the big things in public 
life thump in from outside. The 
European Union is the biggest 
and most obvious example of 
how the world our children 
will inherit is designed and 
hatched far from London. 
Whether the single currency 
goes ahead- or doesn't, the 
shape of the Union is not 
closely linked to how British 
prime ministers act; yet those 
questions are of great moment 
for British people. 

That, though, is only the 
beginning. We argue about 
films, stories and cultural 
dilemmas thai are all imported. 
The Scots used to complain 
about the way in which their 
country was re-imagined and 
exported bade to Scotland from 
London and Hollywood, so that 
Scottish children grew up with 
an image of themselves and 
their culture which had been 
confected elsewhere. Now that 
is true of Britain generally, and 
the English in particular, the 
rise of the English villain and 
the fake England of Holly- 
wood, discussed on these pages 
by Peter Fopbam last week, has 
provoked a rerun of the debate 
about cultural takeover that 
ignited m Scotland in the Six- 
ties and Soon ties. 

If ther&is>a%ebale about 
censorship and art, it turns on 
an imported US photographic 
exhibition. If there are argu- 
ments about violence in film, 
they comprise the locals’ reac- 
tion to what Cronenberg qt , 
Tarantino got up to ayearago 
and a world away. If we are dis- 
cussing digital broadcasting and - 
regulatk^^e atfinostiy dis- 
cussing pjay£s, j>c$|i as Mur- '■ 
doch, for whohr'Britain is-"a ' 


by Andrew Marr 



to embrace globalism passion- 
ately. But we should recognise 
that it offers us at least a tittle 
choke; a shrewd, politically- 
awake Britain might well Lry 
to get the best of both - Euro- 
pean when h suits us, such as 
in discusring media standards 
and regulation, but global- 
American, too. Until the anti- 
European revolt, this was more 
or less what we were trying 
to do. 

Certainty, there is a gaping 
bole at the centre of right-wing 
Euro-sceptic thinking about 
this. On the une hand, they we* 
us to retire from federal Union 
in order to free Britain, in 
allow the rebirth of a vigorous 
“young” country: free-trading 
modern Drakes and Haw- 
kinses; modern Stephensons 
and Bruncls, all (hat. 

On the other hand, almost all 
of them are among the anti- 
reform Ultras, hard-line 
defenders of the political and 
constitutional status quo ante: 
socially conservative; nostalgic 
- and highly suspicious of 


global-American popular cul- 
ture. The dynamic Britain of 


TETLEY ALES 


ture. The dynamic Britain of 
earlier centuries was a place of 
fast and unstable internal 
change. You cannot be lively in 
the world but torpid inside 
your own coastline. 

There is, in short, no escape 
- not from history, and certainly 
not back into history. The 
right’s agenda is vivid and, 
under certain lights, attractive. 
But it is daft. Most of the coun- 
try is already under the spell of 
global culture and uninterested 
m political nationalism. 


The question faring voters 
ill be whether new labour. 


The more we as a nation trade on past 
gjpies, the more our future is being 
ha|%l&t)[y others, in Europe and globally 


will be whether new Labour, 
under limy Blair, is realty new. 
There is little point in having 
general elections if they do 
not, from time to time, shake 
the country up. Will Labour? 

Its caution about political 
reform, its shift of emphasis on 
Europe, its excessive respect for 
The Institutions and its cultural 


This condition of “being hap- 
pened to” (the Germans prob- 
ably have a word for it) is 
noticed acutely among the 
political classes. Cabinet min- 
isters may tell us that Britain is 
“pundrihgabove her weigbr” or 
is ^feshington’s “oldest and 
most important ally”, but they 
don’t dominate the meetings 
that matter. They travel with 
the titles and trappings of wodd 
power, and that strange glossi- 
ness of the elected; but they are, 
nevertheless, titled, be trapped 
and glossy followers. 

Granted, this is the condition 
of most politicians in a world 
whose movers are private cor- 
porate players and creatives; 
when Bui Gales drops in on Mr 
Major, there is no doubt as to 
who Is the more important 

But it is also something that 
the rest of us feel. We feel it 
directly, as consumers and 
workers in a globalising econ- 
omy: our use of American cul- 


ture and Asian technology 
simply makes ns less British 
j^ggpthe British were a couple 
afg&rwationsago. And we led 
it indirectly: because we are 
vaguely used to seeing politi- 
cians as leaders, their relative 
ineffectiveness rebukes us too. 


It may seem strange, but 
cine happened to" makes 


“being happened to" makes 
thinking about our national 
history not less important, but 
more important - and dan- 
gerous. In the Nineties, his- 
tory, not trade unionism, is the 
British disease. We both need 
and suffer from it. We need it 
as raw material - ft is part of 
what we bring to the global 


party, to be endlessly recycled 
tor tourism and entertain- 


for tourism and entertain- 
ment. And, of course, it is the 
decorative detritus of a global 
language. 

But we suffer from the intro- 
version and nostalgia it brings. 
In some ways, we know too 
much history. We are so over- 
loaded with memories and 
precedents, that movement in 
any direction becomes harder 
and harder. The Conservative 
Party may be in decline, but the 


Conservation Party rules. It is 
led by Prince Charles, fasci- 
nated by re-creating old envi- 
ronments, determined to pro- 
tect these scarred, crowded 
islands from further change, 
keen to reassert Holy Parlia- 
ment. Subtly, insidiousty, it saps 
our optimism about the future. 
It even has its own Whitehall 
department. Heritage. 

Heritage Britain, ruled by 
the Conservation Party, can 
only be an acted-upon, hap- 
pened-to nation. It is the son of 
country where great new build- 
ings cannot be erected because 
their shadows fall on lesser, 
older buildings. It is 8 country 
where the most modest, timor- 
ous reform of the House of 
Lords is regarded as reckless by 
- Heaven help us - the Spice 
Girls. It is a nation where wider 
political reforms, of a scale 
implemented decade after 
decade by the Victorians, are 
thought impossible to get 
through Westminster: today we 
list our political institutions 
with almost as much reverence , 
as mid-century architecture. 

It is not, in short, an assertive 


little country any more. But in 
looking for a way forward, it’s 
worth noting that the outride 
pressures are of two kinds. 
There are the pressures from 
Continental politicians, which 
are so well known and so dis- 
ruptive of Tory politics. And 
there are the pressures from 
global, mainly American, cul- 
ture and business. These have 
a much greater Impact on our 
lives; at a political level, they 
barely register. 

Yet the EU is partly about 
mitigating and answering the 
global pressures; it is a defen- 
sive political structure. We may 
find it too defensive, and want 


conservatism are all reasons to 
be cautious. Labour doesn’t 
look as if it wifi take on the 
Conservation Party head-on. 
At Shadow Cabinet some time 
ago, there was even a debate 
about Labour’s “right to roam" 
hill-walking policy because ft 
might offend tug landowners. 

Yet I remain at least half 
optimistic. It would be very 
odd if a leader who has cut hrs 
party off from much of its own 
cultural and political history, 
flinched from inflicting the 
same treatment on the country. 
That is what we desperately 
need. It's time for a govern- 
ment that shows our great 
national institutions and trad- 
ition a bit less respect. 


TIME IN LONDON 


Santa Claus denies illegal entry 


The new Criminal Trespass Act has now caught out an Old Age traveller. Bill Hartston reports 


FROM ONLY 


M r Santa Oaus appeared before the court on 
various charges including illegal entry, 
handling stolen goods, flying an aircraft 
without an internationally recognised pilot’s licence, 
flying while under the influence of drink, imperson- 
ating a minister of the church with intent to gain ille- 
gal access to residential premises, and packing a rein- 
deer in a buflt-up area without bazanwranring lights. 

Mr George Sleighman QC, appearing foe the 
defence, moved for the dismissal or afi chargfcson the 
grounds of goodwill to all men. The judge dismissed 
his application. 

TheprmdpaldiargpofinegaJenttycrirtredonan 

interpretation of the 1996 amendment to the Crim- 
inal Trespass Act The prosecution’s case that Mr 
Gaus had effected ingress to a number of residential 


v Jarre nan e-irenca mgicoa w a uumw 

properties by means of various chimneys was not con- 
tested. but while this might previously have been no 

—.x .1 a. —.In PflttV. WlOfiT 


I IVOIW, l/Ul WUU6 UJU -J 

more than a rivD misdemeanour, illicit entry, under 
the terms of the amendment, whether or not there is 
intent to commit a felony, now constitutes a cr imina l 
act The prosecution fixrther maintained that the sack 
of toys found in Mr Claus’s possession was stolen 
goods and Mr Qaus's stated intention to distribute 

said toys as “Christmas presents’’ was therefore a fek)- 

oious act per &?. The accused maintained that the toys 

were not stolen goods, but had been made Ity his “lime 

helpers in Lapland”, but he was unable to explain me 
“Made in Tbiwan" labels attached to most of them. 
The prosecution further claimed chat the accused 

was also known as St Nicholas, and in that guise was 

well known to be the pairoa saint of thieves. The judge 

warned counsel against hearsay evidence and ordered 

the remark to be struck from the record. 

Maintaining that his diem had a full answer to all 
charges. Mr sieiehman asked the jury to concentrate 


on two p rinc ip al questions: Did Mi Cmis nsve 

grounds for believing that he had been invited on to 

the p mmis esi and even if he did not have such gro unds, 
did he not have a perfectly legal right of way down 

t 



bouring properties had admitted that they left mince 
pies ana glasses of sherry at the foot of their chim- 
neys on Christmas Eve, as an implied invitation for 
“Father Christmas" to visit. (On the troublesome 
issue of the defendant’s true name, Mr Claus agreed 
that he was frequently known by the name “Father 
Christmas", but denied ever having taken steps to 
encourage this deception. The charge of imperson- 
ating a minister of (he church was accordingly 
dropped.) Mr Sleighman insisted that his client, hav- 
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ing found sherry and mince pies at Nos 42, 44 and 
46 Pagan Avenue, had been behaving perfectly rea- 
sonably when he assumed there must be some at No 
48aswelL Indeed, be had no means of ascertaining 
whether or not he had been invited, other than to 
effect ingress down the chimney in order to discover 
whether or not sheny and pies were awaiting him. 
Furthermore. Mr Oaus baa obtained admission to 
the house by this means on every Christmas Eve “for 
as far back as he could remember "and therefore had 

established a right of way under common law. The 
prosecution, however, doubted that a common-law 
right of way could be established by a journey made 
only once every year. Mr Sleighman maintained that 
the journey in question was made with absolute reg- 
ularity, however infrequently, and therefore was 
caught within the common-law definition. 

Finally, Mir Sleighman asked whether his client, 
an elderly gentleman, who had, for reasons associ- 
ated with his professional duties, not had much sleep, 
who had imbibed - out of politeness, rather than 
indulgence - considerable quantities of sheny, and 
who, at the best of times, did not know his Lapland 
from his Thiwan, could reasonably have been 
expected to distinguish number 48 Pagan Avenue 
from numbers 46 and 50, from the sight of their roofs 
alone, in the dead of njght. Particularly when the rear 
light on his lead reindeer had failed. 

The jury retired to consider its verdict. 
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Share spotlight 



Footsie peaks again despite Christmas Eve lethargy 



o j Ft*xuu#mm 


British Borneo Prtrokum Syn- 
dicate, a throwback to the 
days of the empire* was the out- 
standing feature as the stock 
market dutifully went through 
the motions of share trading on 
Christmas Eve. 

The shares tumped 56p to an 
ter the company 
Jed a deal with Shell It 
has been given the right to ex- 
plore and the option to devel- 
op the Leo field in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Shell retains an over- 
riding royalty. The Shell deal 
follows, two other Gulf of Mex- 
ico developments, announced 
on Monday. 

The group's shares are one 
of the year's high flyers. A year 
ago they were around 240p, 
having bumped along at 82p in 
1992. 

BBPS, in the distant days 
when the British Empire strad- 
dled the world, enjoyed royal- 
ty rights in Brunei. In the 
1960s it became little more 
than an oil investment com- 


pany, with Shell its mayor in- 
vestment A transformation 
started in 1989 when Alan 
Gaynor became chief executive 
with the object of liquidating 
the investment portfolio with- 
out sufiermg huge capital gains 
tax bills. 

Then BBPS began to 
emerge as an cal exploration 
business. A £55m rights issue 
allowed it to acquire the North 
Sea interests of Norway’s 
Norsk Hydro. Other North 
Sea assets were picked up and 
then BBPS descended on the 
shallow waters of the Gulf qf 
Mexico, establishing a sub- 
stantial gas reserve just before 
thepricc of gas rose sharply. 

Toe shares have also bran 
beneficiaries of the takeover 
excitement which has swept 
through the oil seem since 
Gulf Canada rolled out its 
hostile £432m bid for Clyde Pe- 
troleum last week. 

Since then Haitffxaton, a US 
group, has approached OGC 



MARKET REPORT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of die year 


International, an oil services 
group. Tbday BBPS is capi- 
talised at more than £500m. 
When Mr Gaynor arrived it 
was worth just £20m. 

Inthin trading Eootsie man- 
aged to reach another peak. It 
gained S3 points to 4,0923, 
preserving the festive run 
which has produced five days 
of gains ana three peaks, with 
the index progressing 1133. 

Once again new year's tips 
and special situations gener- 
ated odd flickers of life. Bar- 
clays de Zoete Wetfd is 
adopting a much less robust 
stance on the market than 
NatWest Securities. Whereas 
Natflfest bloating for Footsie 
to end next year at around 


4,600 points, the BZW team is 
retaining its target ax 4300. 

Sandedand, die latest foot- 
ball dub to tap the market, en- 
joyed a spectacular debut The 
shares, placed at S&Sp, scored 
a 1473p gain to' 7323p. 

Nortberu.Ekctrk returned 
to market at 637p. The. Pru- 
dential Corporation increased 


cent to just over 12 per cent 
was unable to block the CE 
strike. The two surviving re- 
gional electricity companies. 
Southern and Yorkshire, were 

ARkdRomecq, one of the 
year's worst-performing blue 
chips, enjoyed a late seasonal 
rally, thanks to rumours that 


Lehman Brothers, long-time 
beaisof the shares, were plan- 
ning to produce a buy review.. 
Theshaies ted blue chq» with 
a lQ-Sp gain to 450p. 

The departure of finance di- 
rector John Grant eostmned to 
unsettle Locas'frrtty, the An- 
gtehAuwrican group- The price 

- Wiipto2253p. . 

Sears, pfenning to sell its 
fre emans mail order side to 

Litdewoods, firmed to 90p.~ 
Nick Babb at stockbroker 

- Meesfierson points out that 
break-up value is more than 
120p a mare. He believes a dis- 
a ppol at ing Christmas could 
force the group to make moves 
* to increase shar eholder value, 
such as demerging Self ridges, 
which is worth 45p a share. He 

rates the shares a boy. 

'Brake Brothers, bit by a 
■profit warning on Monday, 
had another difficult session. 
The convenience food group 
lost 2tip to 550p, makinga two- 
day decline of 2063p- 


to 


I47p as the company said it 
knew of no reason for recent 
strength. Last month ft pro- 
dneed half-time losses and 
said it was confident of the role 
of AFT as a marker for car- 
diovascular disease. It is still 


□ FlextcciVtbe teuton 

SSSSSftj- 

— „RA*nt noises. It 


AFT studies. The shares were 
I73p earlier this year, 
Proteus, the drugs group, 

tost 23pto353p and Xenoya, 

another drugs badness which 
was floated at 215p last week , 


tosses, *egnmp^J»“‘ 

venture with foe BBC 
b^kevenin2(»l«^mj« 

profits of up to f90mm 2003. 

C 3-. CMS 


Flexiech moving Into profit 

next year with a £4moflenng. 

It believes the 8W®*?**.,, 
win be as high as £21L6m by 
2003. 



^TV. thought to be 

a target for Scottish TV, fell 
283p to 279p and Mewwy 

Corpmratkm'srevivalcame to 
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EUesraat Port It is expec^ 
to open In the spring of 1998. 

The shares rose 8p to 1723p- 
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IoD fears Greenbury code is bidding up directors’ pay 
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Peter Rodgers 

The performance criteria used 
to implement the Greenbury 

code appt^ to have led to a bid- 
ding up of directors’ pay and 
need revising, the Institute ofDi- 
rectors has told a new commit- 
tee on corporate governance. 

s used to calculate 


term incentive 
to meet 


have failed 
Greenbury 


requirement that they are 
relevant, stretching de- 
signed to enhance the business’’. 

Boards have not applied the 
criteria “appropriately,” and 
the use of comparisons with 
other companies does not 
appear to be working, the 
directors say in evidence to the 
committee, which is chaired by 
Sir Ronald Hampel. 

The IoD adds that many ex- 
perts believe this is leading to 


thebkMingiqJofretmmeratioo. 
There is too much focus on 
growth in earnings per share, 
rather than the original idea of 
using total shareholder return 
to mea&ne performance. 

The IoD, whose director- 
general, Tim MelvilJe-Ros, was 
a member of the Greenbury 
committee, says in evidence to 
be published next week: *Now- 
is the opportunity to revisit the 
whole area of performance cri- 


teria. Remuneration committees 
need to beef up performance 
criteria and focus more cm the 
successful achievement of long- 
term company objectives.” 

The directors’ organisation 
says it is “undoubtedly true 
that many directors erf larger list- 
ed companies have seen in- 
creases m their remuneration 
easily omstrip those of lower to 
middle management, directors 
of small and medium enter- 


prises and employees at bige” 

The loDis not akme in its crit- 
icisms of the way performance 
is measured. The National As- 
sociation of Pension Funds has 
made a similar attack, and the 
Association of British Insurers 
has made the point in its own ev- 
idence to the committee, which 
has asked for written evidence 
by 31 December. 

The IoD also says that some 
companies are presenting the 


detail of directors’ pay in their 
repeats in a way which masks the 
original purpose of disclosure; 
“The sheer quantity of infor- 
mation published in annua] re- 
ports and accounts is beginning 
to confuse and irritate share- 
holder. " 

It often complies whh the let- 
ter rather than the spirit of the 
code, which adds to confusion 
and “feeds the media hype that 
has grown up around pay". The 


IoD recommends an abbrevi- 
ated report on pay that sticks to 
“relevant" information- It also 
attacks what it calls “goldplai- 
ing" of the Greenbury code as 
weD as the wider Cadbuiy code 

on corporate governance by ac- 
countants and actuaries, who 
have added a huge amount of 
derail which encourages com- 
panies to slick to the letter 
rather than the spirit. 

The k)D believes many of the 


rules arc too prescriptive and it 
urges the Hampel Cnmminei* 
to correct this tendency, so that 
companies can reject items in 
the codes as king as they explain 
why. 

The IoD say's all director* 
should put themselves up for 
re -elect ton every three years. 
It recommends 'dropping the 

Grecnbuiy rule recommending 
maximum rolling contract 
periods of one year. 


Hostile bids 
‘foil to boost 
business 
efficiency’ 


Peter Rotters 

Financial Editor 


The London Business School 
yesterday attacked the almost 
universal City view that hostile 

takeovers are a vital me chanism 
for improving business effi- 
ciency. Two days after Northern 
Electric failed by a hair’s 
breadth to fight off a bid from 
CE Electric of the US, it 
emerged that the LBS had 
found that targets of hostile bids 
were not generally poor per- 
formers in need of a shake-up. 

The LBS said the findings 
contradicted the received wis- 
dom that hostile takeovers, or 
the threat of them, performed 
a valuable function in disci- 
plining managers of poorly 
performing firms. 

The challenge to the hostile 
takeover came at the end of a 
year in which the Forte hotels, 
and catering group spectacular^, 
lost its bitter fight* against a bid 
from Granada. 

The business school was in 
the 1980s closely associated 

‘I would like to 
see large active 
shareholders 
. working for 
shareholder value’ 


with Conservative policymakers 
and the promotion of a free 
martet in corporate control, but 
Its research now backs some of 
the criticisms of the City’s 
takeover culture made by the 
Labour Party. 

Julian Franks, professor of 
finance at the LBS, agreed that 
the school's view on hostile 
takeovers had changed. He 
said- Tm sure that at some pe- 
riod some people, possibly in- 
cluding myself, have been more 
positive about hostile takeovers 
than we are today." 

However, a long programme 
of research by the LBS had led 
to the conclusion that the best 
spur to improvement of a poor 
performing company with weak 
management was the building 
of a large minority stake by a 
single shareholder. 

This was such an effective 
mechanism that there should be 
changes in the rules of the City 
Panel on Takeovers and Merg- 
ers to allow buyers to accumu- 
late stakes above the present 
limit of 30 per cent without be- 
ing obliged to make a full bid 

Furthermore, insider dealing 
rules should be changed to al- 
low large shareholders to col- 
lect information bn the 


companies in which they invest 
without becoming insiders, 
■which prevents them trading the 
diares. It was not surprising that 
institutions were frequently un- 
informed about a company’s 
performance imrfl late in its de- 
cline, the LBS believed. 

The LBS work backs the 
scepticism of Labour policy- 
maters about the benefits of 
hostile bids. Labour has said it 
will oblige bidders to show that 
their plans are in the public in- 
terest and has also floated the 
idea of relaxing insider dealing 
rules to allow large minority 
shareholders to take a more di- 
rect role m management. 

Professor F ranks said he did 
not advocate the system wide- 
ly used on the Continent in 
which companies are controlled 
by a network of large share- 
holders - so that in Germany 
there were only three hostile 
bids'frbtween 1945 and 1994.' 

He said; “1 would like to see 
large active shareholders work- 
mg : fbr shareholder value. On 
the Continent, [such share- 
holders] are not necessarily 
working for shareholdervalne. 
It may for their own private 
benefit” However, he conced- 
ed that- the proposed changes 
would reduce the rights of small 
shareholders compared with 
large ones. 

The LBS analysis is con- 
tained in an article in the in- 
fluential US journal Business 
Strategy Review. Professor 
Franks and Colin Mayer, 
deputy director of Oxford Uni- 
versity’s school of management 
studies, summarised a decade of 
research by academics at the 
LBS. The research included 
data cm performance before and 
after a large number of 
takeovers in the mid-1980s. 

Their main conclusion was 
that the LBS work had shown 
that hostile takeovers were not 
motivated by the poor past 
record of target companies, 
whose performance tended to 
be in line with the average of the J 
market 

There was some evidence 
that takeovers were motivated 
by poor expectations of future 
performance. 

However, among poorly per- 
forming companies, a change in 
ownership of a significant mi- 
nority share stake often led to 
a change of management con- 
trol- The research showed that 
this impetus to improved effi- 
ciency was not usually accom- 
panied by a full takeover bid. 

The paper concluded that: 
“In other words, changes in 
minority stakes, rather than 
hostile takeover bids, are the 
mechanisms for improving the 

performance of companies with 
weaker management” 



Boiling point: Traders on the floor of the Tbkyo Stock Exchange try to remain cool yesterday as the Nikkei index drops 


Photograph: Reuter 


Stocks 
slump 
in Japan 

Mathew Horaman 


Japanese stocks fell yesterday 
amid worries that higher taxes 
and lower public *») lending 
would severely affect economic 
prospects, analysts said. The 
Bunk of Tokyo- Mitsubishi. 
Nissan Motor Company, Aji- 
nomoto and Seven Eleven 
Japan led a broad decline, 
which saw the benchmark 
Nikkei 225 index drop 257.K3 
points, or 1.3 per cent, to dose 
at 19,291.58. Banking, food and 
retail shares were among the 
biggest fallen. 

Meanwhile, food and retail- 
er slocks fared badly after the 
release of figures showing a 
decline in November retail soles 
and anxiety over a planned in- 
crease in Japan’s consumption 
tax to 5 per cent from 3 per cent. 

At one point in yesterday’s 
trading, the index dropped by 
729 J points, recovering in late 
afternoon trading. 

Analysts said the market was 
digesting the likely effects of a 
77.4 trillion yen budget, passed 
on Wednesday, which will wipe 
out income tax rebates and 
raise sale taxes. 


Channel 5 exceeds retuning 

core-area viewers 



Mathew Horaman 

Media Editor 


Channel 5 Broadcasting, owner 
of Britain’s socm-to-be-kunched 
fifth terrestrial channel, wDI an- 
nounce next week it has ex- 
ceeded its target of retiming 
more than 50 per cent of house- 
holds in its core areas. 

The figure, which relates to 
homes located in areas using the 
Channel 37 frequency, has been 
boosted by two record weeks of 
retuning in December, what 
equipment in more than 
460,000 homes was retuned. 

The £18Gm retiming exercise, 
necessary to avoid interference 
of VCRs torn the Channel 5 sig- 
nal, is to be completed next year, 
with work scheduled even after 
tite service is launched on 30 
March. Channel 5 Broadcasting, 
owned by Feacson, United News 
& Media and CLT the Luxem- 
bourg-based broadcaster, is re- 
quired to re tune millions of 
additional homes using Chan- 
nel 35, a supplementary fre- 
quency awarded in the autumn. 


The channel’s baiters hope 
to reach more than 80 per cent 
of the country once the retim- 
ing exercise has been complet- 
ed, but this could be much 
later than the 30 March switeb- 
on date. Media analysts expea 
the channel to take up to 10 per 


cent of national viewing within 
a few years. 

Meanwhile, Chamtd 5 win re- 
sume negotiations in the new 
year with cable and satellite op- 
erators to supplement its ter- 
restrial distribution. A satellite 
transpandatrou/dgivetbcciKtth 


Dyke to take the chair 
for new broadcasters 


Greg Dyke, the chief executive 
of Pfeuson Television, is to be- 
come chairman of Channel 5 
Broadcasting, die company will 
conform in the new year; writes 
Mathew Honsman. 

Mr Dyke takes over from 
Frank Barlow; who Is retiring 
as managing director of Pear- 
son, (he media and financial 
services conglomerate. He will 
be replaced, starting 8 January 
by the new chief executive, 
Marjorie Sordino. 

Mr Dyke, who runs Pearson’s 
extensive media interests, is ex- 


pected to press his case for a 
management buyoftr of Pearson 
Television, which includes 
Thames, the independent pro- 
duction company, Grundy 
Worldwide, SelecTV and ACL 
the US production company. 
Pearson also owns 24 per cent 
of Channel 5, the chairmanship 
of which is expected fo be ro- 
ta ted among representatives 
of the main shareholders. 

Mr Dyke was intimately in- 
volved in preparing the bid for 
Channel 5, which beat a field 
that indnded BSkyB and Virgin. 


ne] access to the 43 million 
dish-owners in the UK, some of 
whom live in areas where the ter- 
restrial signal cannot be re- 
ceived Carnage agreements with 
cable companies would tap a sub- 
scriber base of about 1 .6 minion. 

Channel 5, which this month 
confirmed h had attempted to 
wrest tte rights to hit shows such 
as ER and Friends front Chan- 
nel 4, salro expected to bid ag- 
gressively for more US television 
product, with a key announce- 
ment likely early in the new year. 

Tbe channel intends to broad- 
cast a mix of light entertainment, 
films, news and daily series, and 
will launch with a new five-day- 
a-week soap, tentatively entitled 
Running Wild, which is being 
made by Grundy Worldwide, a 
subsidiary of Pearson Tblevi- 
skw. It will also compete directly 
with JTV in peak time, by run- 
ning films from 9pm without a 
lull news break. ITV companies 
have complained in the past 
about the obligation to divide 
film transmissions in two pans, 
to accommodate News At Ten. 


Fee disclosure call 

. > 

after CE triumph 


Institutions are expected to 
press for full efisdosure of all fees 
on both sides ctf a bid in the wake 

of the fiasco surrounding CE 
Electric’s sucessful takeover of 
Northern Electric cm Christmas 
Eve, writes Peter Rodgers. 

The investment committee of 
the Association of British In- 
surers, the body representing 
the insurance funds, is under- 
stood to feel that full trans- 
parency is the fairest option. 

There has been a furore over 
tile disclosure of a controversial 
£250,000 “performance" fee 
that Northern agreed to pay its 
adviser BZW. 

It was the late disclosure of 
the BZW fee that led the 
Takeover Panel to delay the 
deadline for tbe Northern bid. 

The fees paid to CE Electric's 
investment bankers, CS First 
Boston, have not had to be dis- 
closed. There is no suggestion 
that there was a problem with 
CSFBs fees, but full and im- 
mediate disclosure on both sides 
could have prevented the con- 
troversy arising in the first place. 


Meanwhile, Prudential hit 
bad; in a row over its late inter- 
vention in the bid, when it bought 
shares to support Northern. 

The Pm believes that critics 
who accused it yesterday of risk- 
ing a sharp fall m the share price 
misunderstood the situation. 

The Pro said "The board of 
Northern said that if the right 
price was offered it would rec- 
ommend it. The experience of 
other bids shows that when a 
large stake is acquired for cash 
it is often a prelude to further 
negotiation." 

The share price would prob- 
ably have fallen if Northern bad 
kept its independence, but only 
in the short term. CE Electric, 
with its large stake, would in due 
course start talking to the hoard 
again about another offer. 

Although a renewed hostile 
bid is banned for a year under 
the rules, an agreed deal could 
be put to shareholders earlier. 
Having bought its stake at fi3(Jp 
or less, compared with a hid 
price of 65 Op, CE Electric could 
have afforded to pay more. 


French 
tobacco 
giant sued 

Ma thew Horaman 


informative: 


With effect from 2 January 1 997 trie following Interest 
rates will apply. 


Premier Cheque Account 


Overdraft Rate 

%pa 

%EAR 

Agreed overdraft for 
balances up to £10,000 

9.00% 

&31% 

Mortgage 


From 

To 


All loan amounts 


6.49% pa 


6.74% pa 


Equity Release Loan 


wu ff a mortgage is heWwitoRrrf Direct tt* no otha 1 

O mortgage Is outstanding on your property. 

£ From To 

"3 All loan amounts 6.49% pa 6.74% pa 

2 If a mortgage Is held which is not wtth First Direct 
H— /Ml loan amounts 8.49% pa 8.74% pa 
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The French tobacco giant Seita 
has been hit for the second time 
in a week by a lawsuit accusing 
it of causing a smoker’s cancer. 

The latest lawsuit, only the 
second legal case of its kind 
brought in France, was filed in 
Beziers by the family of a young 
woman who died of hmg can- 
cer last October, and who had 
smoked Seita’s Gauloises 
Brunes for 20 years. 

The lawsuit, reminiscent of a 
slew of cases in the US, accus- 
es the recently privatised tobacco 
mater of selling an “inherently 
dangerous” product due to its 
addictive properties and its link 
with cancer, and seeks more than 
Frlm (£120,000) in damages 
and interest. 

Seita shares slumped during 
ligh t trading in Pans. But the 
company immediately struck 
back, declaring itself to be 
“confident” about the outcome 
of the case. 

The company pointed out 
that all cigarette packets stated 
nicotinennd iar levels and car- 
ried a government health warn- 
ing. In the earlier lawsuit, a 

er w£o"iTne3r death demand- 
ed Fr2.7m in damages. 


In Brief 


• The Forum of Private Business said yesterday the majority 
of its members backed proposals to link business rate relief to 
employment levels rather than individual property values. In a 
postal ballot, 84 per cent of members of the small business lobby 
group said it would be fairer to use National Insurance liabili- 
ty as the basis for relief because it wouldjjrotect those small busi- 
nesses that suffered most from the Uniform Business Rate. 


•The Federal Communications Commission has voted to 
improve a technology standard for a new generation of high- 
definition digital television, it was announced in Washington 
yesterday. Digital TV which is also being introduced in Britain, 
offers improved pictures and CD -quality sound. The vote is ex- 
pected to usher m a new generation of televisions and set-top 
boxes aimed at giving viewers access to hundreds of channels as 
well as the Internet 


•Walt Disney’s Toy Story boosted video sales in Britain to a record 
high this year, figures revealed yesterday. An estimated £S50m 
was spent buying videos in 1996, a rise of about 8 per cent on the 
previous year. Icy Story sold more than 460,000 copies in November, 
followed by the film of the Irish dance show. Lord of the Dance, 
with more than 285,000. Babe sold 190,000, Thiinspotring 170,000 
and tbe cartoop version of 101 Dalmatians 160,000. 

• EffAlochem, a unit of French energy company Elf Aquitaine, 
said on Thursday it had agreed to buy the European adhesives 
and sealants activities of Laporte, which had turnover last year 
of £ 100m. Tbe operations include Evode and Sovereign in Britain, 
Evode Industries in Ireland, Simson in the Netherlands and 
Hey'di in Germany. Financial details were not disclosed. 

• Thrkey has appointed a consortium headed by Goldman. Sachs 
to advise it on the delayed privatisation of Tun Telekom. The 
government hoped 10-15 per cent of Telekom would be ready for 
sale once Goldman Sachs had completed its advisory services and 
the sale strategy bad been worked out The sale is expected to 
raise S35bn. 

• The French government yesterday enacted a ban on asbestos 
in new buildings from 1 January, becoming one of the last industrial 
nations to do so. France has, until now, imported 35,000 tonnes 
of asbestos a year. ‘ 



Make flying with easy Jet 
your New Year's resolution 


Daily Scheduled Services 


4 x Glasgow 

£29 

4 x Edinburgh 

£29 

3 x Aberdeen 

£29 

l x Inverness 

£29 

3 x Amsterdam 

£35 

l x Nice 

£49 

1 x Barcelona £49 
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Pick of the Day 

Escaping from Liberty 

7s.30pm BBC2 


Veteran travel writer Jan Morris (right) begins a five-part series \ 
revisiting her favourite places, beginning with TVioste. The 70- 
year-old first visited the Italian port as the 19-year-old soldier, ' 
James Morris, during the Second World Y&r - long before her 
“gender realignment” in 1972. Tonight's film concludes in her 
beloved Manhattan, a dry she finds magical and dreamlike. 

rather don a crime-ridden temple to mammon. 




Film of the Day 

Singfri* in the Rain 
5.2Qprft -BBC2 


TheseasoDof 

most enjoyable Amauan the time of .the 

affectionate parody of ttemom b^snessat ^ ^ Jca n Hag- 
h-oneitinn from sfients to talkies. Gene R»uy y ' a j„ nr fn , 


.dEaSSi PBoff of d. 


new - espeoauy ™ » 

lorve interest and Cyd 


Today’s television and 




BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


rrv/Regions 


7.00 News, Local News and Weather (2500435). * 

7.10 Joe 90 (7007992). 735 Pinocchto (R) 

<1 729 669k 8.00 News, Local News and Weather 
(5163824). 8.10 Barney (4628195). 8.15 
Follow That Sleigh (7531485). 835 The Legend 
of Prince ttfiant (5554398). 9.00 News, Local 
News and Weather (3707J 76). 9.05 Incredible 
Games (4322992). 930 Record Breakers Special 
(81805). 10.00 Piaydays (S) (8527331). 1030 
The Pink Panther (3569640). 

10.40 BO Supergjri (Jeannot Szwarc 1984 US). Dull 
super-heroics, with a soppy-kwking Heter Slater In 
the title role. There's campy super-villainy from 
Faye Dunaway, and PeterQjok looks like he's just 
woken up from a major bender to find himself on a 
movie lot (42434553). * 

12.40 Wipeout (S) (9219737). 1.10 News and weather 
(9 9234824). 132 Local News and weather * 
(480)8534). 135 Neighbour (58703244). 

1.45 Just William (R) (S) (445008). 2.15 Disney 
TimefS) (8334076).* 

2.55 BBS Grease (Randal Kteteer 1978 US). "You're 
the One that I Want" and all that, in this 
innocuously charming musical fantasy of 1950s 
high-school bays and girts. With John Travolta and 
Olivia Newton-John (95724992). * 

4.40 The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends (S) 
(7)94466). * 5.05 Blue Peter: The Best Bits (S) 
(7888282). * 

535 Neighbours (S) (308909). * 

6.00 News and Weather (4521 951 * 

6.15 Local News Magazine (440350). 

630 Big Break. C-Jist celebs play snooker (S) (1 14). * 

7.00 Dad's Army (R) (891 1). * 

8.00 Only fools and Horses. The second of the three 
new stories finds Del trying his hand at being a 
“new man" - a storyline which might have been 
more relevant about five years ago (S) (4331). * 

9.00 News, Local News, Weather (6824). * 

930 HO The Him (Sydney Pollack 1993 US). Tom 
Cruise carries on where he left off in A Few Good 
Men, as a hotshot lawyer up against corporate 
corruption (in this case the partners of his own law 
firm), in Sydney Pollack's slick, professional - and 
very long-screen adaptation of John Grisham's 
bestseller. Gene Hackman, Hal Hoktbrook and 
Holly Hunter support (135535). * 

1230 Jackie Mason Live at the London PaHadtum. The 
acerbically droll American comedian (59954). 

1.00 HB Cany On Matron (Gerald Thomas 1972 US). 
Sid James leads a gang of crooks planning to steal 
supplies of contraceptive pills from a maternity 
hospital - arf arf, art Kenneth Cope plays his son, 
who is forced todressupin a nurse's uniform and 

• infiltrate tf»buHdfflg(19683>. - — 

230 Weather (8687857).' To 2.35am. 


730 BH A Man for AO Seasqns (Chariton Heston 
1988 UK). Adaptation of Robert Bolt's Bcdarmed 
historical stage play about the dash between 
Henry VW and Thomas More over the king's 
divorce. Starring Charlton Heston, Vanessa 
Redgrave and John Gielgud (56266263). 

9.45 Utfle Dor* Little Dodifs Story (Christine Edzard 
1987 UK). The second hatfof Edzanfs iabour-of- 
tavc Dickens ad a pt a tion - wh ich presents the 
action from yesterday's opening three hours from a 
different perspective. Derek Jacobi. Alec Guinness 
and Sarak Pickering star (43586927). * 

12.40 Racing from Chepstow. The 12.50, 130, 

235 - and, at 1.55, the Welsh National. Plus, the 
235 race from Leopardstown (S) (94997737). 

250 HB An Affafr to Remember (Leo MoCarey 1957 
US). Just about memorable shipboard romantic 
comedy starring Cary Grant and Deborah Kerc 
They bicker; they kiss (95747843). * 

4.40 Choir of the Vfaar The last adult semi-final and a 
report or the increasing popularity of women's 
barbershop singing (S) (383)534). 

530 BB Stagin' hi the Ram (Gene Kelly, Stanley 
Damn 1952 US). See Film of the Day, above 
(554)8640). * 

7.00 House Detectives. Landscape archaeologist David 
Austin, architectural historian Mac Dowdy and 
interior-design historian Judith Miller attempt to : 
uncover the hidden history of a seemingly ordinary' 
Victorian home in south London (S) (5973). 

730 Escaping from Liberty. See Pick of the Day, above 
(S) (891331). * 


830 The Works: The Secret Life of the Pope. Pope 
John Paul II is considered by many to be the 
Catholic Church's most conservative leader this 
century. Here, Mark Lawson traces the fontiffs 
early life, revealing that 50 years ago, Karol VWbjtyta 
was a subversive poet and playwright who sheeted 
marry in his native Roland (S) (702669). * 

9.00 Shooting Stars. With Jarvis Cocker; Emma Forbes, 
Ian Kelsey and Ewen Bremner (SJ (322553). * 

9.40 The Fast Show. Christmas edition of the much- 
cherished sketch show from foul Whfflahouse, 
Charlie Higson etal (S) (289398). -* 

1035 Knowing Me, Knowing Yule: With Alan Partridge. 
Steve Coogan's cheesy, control-freak chat-show 
hast in last year's seasonal special (R) (312350). *. 

11.10 BB H&i Heels (Pedro Almodovar 1991 Spain). 
Perhaps Almodovar's least successful jugging of 
cartoon-like comedy and intense melodrama. 
Victoria Abril plays the newscaster obsessed with 
tfw pop singer mother who abandoned her as a 
child. Abril marries to- mother’s old boyfriend - 
and when he is murdered, suspicion falls on both 
of them (S) (275263). 

~ 1.00 A Nigtitrof Wbnd«. stwte wonder in concert (then ' 
Weatheniew) (R) (S) (2984119). To 2.10am. 


6.00 GMTV (7492553). 935 Santo Bugjto (S) ■ ■ ■ 

(4337824). 950§tep by Step (R) (S> 

(2388621). lpj20?News (3283534)- *1035 ‘ 
London Today (3282805). * . 

1030 BBBTarzan’s Greatest Adventure (John 

Gufllermin 1958 US). Gordon Scott is the king of 
the junjge, and AnthPny Quayte is somehow 
involved (23969282). 

1205 Cartoon Time (2904282). 1230 Your Shout 

(1822927). 1225 London Today (2272468). 
1230 News (9225398). 12J55 Sport'96 
(3958027). 135 Goldeneye: The Secret Files 
(6983398). 250 Lautfi with the Carry Ons 
(3203398). 330 Cartoon Time (7607060). 330 
News (1719466). 335 London Today 
a 718737). 3.40 Wbrid’s Greatest Magic 
(101 7331). 4.10 Dance! (1 699737). 

5.10 Bren’s Price Is Right (SJ (7872621). * 

5.40 News, Weather (201485). * ' 

6.00 Fongu's Tag: The MaMng of 101 Dalmatians. . 
Movie plug -as If needed any more (118373). . 

635 London Tbnight (254466). * 

7.00 Cafcbphraae (S) (202.7). * r 
. '7390 Coronation Street Liz McCfltew^fioored by 
- • some unexpected news. and'MaOreen nuraes her 
troubled conscience over a drink with Bill (466). * 

8.00 The 6HL Why did someone try antrWD a member 
• of a pub football team? (84471 * 

8.30 Faith In the Future. Sitcom. Mother-and-daughta; 
Faith ami Hannah, are busy making marriage plans 
- much to the dismay of their boyfriends (6422). * 

9.00 Peter Benchky’s The Beast Lucas Coven's 
expedition to kill the mysterious behemoth proves . 
successful when he bags a 38ft squid. 

Unfortunately it turns out that the brute was oriy a 
baby - and mumsie.wants revenge (354430891 * 

10.40 News, Weather (643089). * 

10J50 Local News, Weather (741 195). * 

1035 Tina Turner: Live in Amsterdam -Wildest Dreams 
Tam (844534). 

1135 HB VI W ta hww M (Jeff Kanew 1991 US). 
Disappointing screen realisation of Sara Ramtsky's 
feminist private detECtive - stripping away mosfcof 
her politics and introducing a lame plot about a* ‘ ' 
■'^^year-okJ searching tor her dad. Kathleen Turner 

. role. What a waste (S) (686640). *"• 

■ 13S^ara3roent '96. Review of the past year's arts ' 


and entertainment scare (42381 75). 

235 BB Code Name: Zebra (Joe Tomatore 1986 
US). Newly released convict Jim Mitchum embarks 
on a personaf mission to eradicate members of a 
disbanded anti-Mafia group called the Zebra force 
who set him up (576190). 

--430 Jones and Jwy496393802). — — i 

4.40 Cool Vibes (5 6837732). To 4.45am. 


6.50 The WonderH Wizard of Qz (R) (S) (8586843). 

7.15 Up on tiie House 'fop (R) (7099973). 

7.40 The Babysflters Club (R) (8574669). 

8.15 LffifeShop (R) (7515447). 

8A0 Where on Earth is Carmen San Diego? (908424). 

9.00 The EfigBraakfasfc (99008). 

10.00 Harin’ with Mr Cooper (S) (43244). 

1030 The Crystal Maze (R) (S) (6385263). * 

1135 Back to the Future (R) (S) (7345669). 

1135 The Pink Panther (S) (5854094). 

1220 God in the House (SJ (8798783). * 

1230 Rating from Kempton Park. The 1.10, 1.40, 2.15 
arid 2.50 (49396379). 

335 Babyton 5 (R) (S) (29361 76). *■ 

4.00 HHIThe Adventures of Tom Sawyer (Norman 
Taurog 1938 US). Entertaining adaptation of the 
Mark Twain ctessic (7262992). * 

530 BB Bffl and TferTs Excellent Adventure (Stephen 
Herek 1987 US). Amiable valley-speaking dudes 
... Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter are in danger of- 
flunking their history exam. As luck would have it, - 
7 they find theniisefves on a time-travel jaunt- 
i n es tin g Napoleon; Sigmund Freud, Socrates, 

Genghis Khan, Abe Lincoln and Mozart Most 
' ' excellent (S> (55410008).* 

730 Just Darid^^ra^^ae film directors follow 
#iree leading international contemporary 
. jL '. . choreographers. Hrst up ts Mike Figgjs, who spent • 

. . &ix weeks with WFUiam Forsythe, whose work is ••• 

• 1 offer descrftied as punishing, and , memorably; as 

^adairiMcs dassfixxn heir (S) (19805). * 

830 Broofoide (S) (8824). * . 

9.00-Jo Brand: Afl the Way to Worcester. A film crew 
■ ^jojmfito¥*ooh«to . 

lO.O^HBThe Ktoi wfth TWo Brains (Carl Reiner l983 ' 

. ■: US). wj&tt^con% with Steve Martin atti& 

- - best HeptaysafwTffi&Ttajrgeon duped into 

marryir^sup^bitoh.Kathleen Turner; btibre fafling ■ 
in Icwe Vrith a fiimp of grey matter voiced by Sissy 
Sfecek. Da^dWina'co-stars (566027). * 

11-40 BB NjgfftdHhe Demon (Jacques Tourneur 1957 
. . IfiQ. Terrific tj^&ler— Tourneur's adaptation of the 
•“ MRJames short story “Casting the Runes* stars- 

V-. v -Jkhk- Andrews as a cynical American psychotogst - 

.. whcrtravelstD Britain to investigate a series of 

^ siKptctous deaths (3) 2553). 

135 BB Nigfitoftfie Eagle (Sidney Havers 1962 
UK). Peter "Jason King" Wyngarde plays a 
professor who tries to stop his w3e (Janet Bla»> 
dabbling in voodoo (777886). 

3.00 BBThe Devil-Don (Tod Browning 1936 US). 

Wrangfy convicted Lionet Barrymore escaptgdraahgj. 
DenTs island 4 nd uses a serum to shrinfrw^d^^B 
this creaky horror dassic (4123549). 7o4.25ah7.- ^ 


JKJUn except 1235pm Cetebrihf Squares 
(9200089). 135 FHm: Sin bad and the Eyeof 
the f«er 128079805X5.10 ShorttondSw* - . 
(7872621). 6.00 Bruce's Price Is Right 


(7B72G2U. U.UU DfUOJ » 

(1 16373). 135am Fftiu Hanover Street 
(776157). 3J3Sam Funny Busin*® ■ ; 

(89433490). 4.00-5.55am The 1996 World 
Mnsic Awards (907549). 

CBAMMEL3IWBTHEAST/T0HBHKE - • 

As London except 1235pm Coronation Strem 
(1778485). 130 EmmenJale (85008). 3.00 
The Making of Star Trek.- FJistCB^rtgTIS).' 
130am Pavarotti in-Modena 1996 05848). 
230am ITVat the Phoenix Festival 
(85405732). 535 W&nteds Dead or Alive .- 
a 2801191 


CENTtiAL 

As London except 1235pm Laugh with the 
Carry Ons 0200089). 135 FUnt Sinbad and 
the Eye of the Tiger (2 8079805). 6.10 40 
Years of ITV (449447). 


As London except 1235pm West- Dinosaurs;" 
(92 00089). Wafts.- The Electric Chair - 

(9200089). 135 Fane Sinbad and the Eye at - 
the Ttgar ( 2 B 079805 ). 6.00 Celebrity Squares" 
(118373). 7.00 West- Celebrity Squares 
(2027). 135am ram: Hanover Street 
(776157). 335am Funny Business 
(64683)93). 4 . 00 - 5 . 5 5am WWesrTTw 1996 
World Music Awards ( 907549 J. 


HBHDWI 

As London e x c e pt : 1255pm The Pter 
(9200089). 135 Film: Sinbad and the Eye of 
the TT^r (28079805). 135am Film: Hanover 
Street C 776157 1 335am Funny Business 
(89433490). 4 - 00 - 5 35am The 1996 World 
Music Awards (907549). 


WESTOHWTRY 

As London except: 1255pm Ernmeniale 
0200089). 135 FBnt Sinbad and the Eye of 
the Tiger (28079805). 1.35am FHm: Hanover 
Street (776157). 335am Funny Business 
(89433490). 4 . 00-53 5am The 1996 World 
Music Awards (99645). 


As C4 except: 10.00am Film: Blood Alley ; ; 
(72177398). 1205pm Blue Christmas 
(2902824). 1230 Slot Metthrtn (8798783). 
3J05 Fflm: And You Thought Your Parents^ : 
weraWfeird (19)77973). 4^45 The Pink -n f 

fonther (8365282). 5.00 5 Pump (1355). 
530 Testament Y Beibl Wedil Animekkflo 
(331). 6.00 News (988195). 6.05 Heno 
(518599). 635 Sion a Sian (25 6008). 7.00 
Cfcfa Gwlad Patagonia (1621). 8.00 Gair 0 . 
Broftad (7669). 930 News (478669). 9.10 
Stanley Baxter in Reel Terms (4441 14). 10.10 
W&m PMtate O). 10.40 Father Ted's 
5 ^k^Wo^W 6992). 1 1^0-1- 25am Flhn: 

‘ ‘IbvasJon (398422). 


Radio 


Satellite 


Radio 1 

QUAMBzFM) 

730am Kevin Greening 1130 Oasis 
m Concert 1.00 Charlie Jordan 3.00 
Daw foame 7.00 Essential Selec- 
tion: Best of "96 10.00 One in the 
Jungle; Jungle Blitz *96 1230 Radio 
1 fop Show 3.00-73Qam Annie 
Nightingale 


Radio 2 

OMUHbHg 

6.00am Alex Lester 730 Wogan 
930 Ken Bruce 12.00 The Bob 
Newtwt Story 130 Christmas 
Comedy Classics 130 Debbie 
Thrower 3.00 Steve Wright 6.00 Val 
Doonican 7.00 Wowtabffoovy 730 
Friday Night a Music Night 8.45 Ja- 
maxa inn 930 Listen to the Band 
1030 The Arts Programme 1235 
Charies Nave 430-630im Bever- 
ley Hite 



Choice 


Birds singing, crickets twittering, 
leaf-cutters rasping, woodpeckers 
pecking, not to mention the pines 
whispering and the broad-leafed 
woods rustling - the orchestra of 
the trees pbys in Whispering 
among *e Leaves (330pm R4). 
Meanwhile, Jennifer Saunders 
heads for more tropical dimes in 
Desert Island Discs (9.05am R4). 


Radio 3 

OmZ.MbFM 
6.00am On Air. 

9.00 Morning Collection. 

10.00 Musml Encounters. 

12.0Q Composer □( the Week; 

Tchattawiky 

1.00 Ndm, BnsftX Lunchtime 
Concnrts. From St George's, 
Brandon HiS, Bnstol. 

Emperor Quartet Haydn 
Siting Quartet No 5 in F, Op 5. 
vWbem Srt Badtedas, Op 9. 
Mozart Slnng Quartet In F. 

K590. 

2.00 fteorcupations. Rarest Artur 
Puarro reveals wtut he kives and 

lotthe* about Pum«al 

2.15 Music Retard. 

3.00 Mining the Archive. 


5.00 Music Machine, tommy Pear- 
son joins a poup of Manchester 
students tor a crash course in the 
essentials of Latn American per- 
cussion playwg. 

5.15 The Life and Times of the 
Symphony. 

635 Digital Masters. 

730 B8C Philharmonic. Poulenc 
Gloria. Meaner: TurangalMa- 
Symphoree. 

930 &f Woody AOm 

10.00 Hear and Now. 

1230 Composers of the Week: 
Chausson and Dupaic 
Roger Nichols presents a 
selection of songs 
orchestral muse by Dupaic 
and Chausson. Dupaic: Au 
Rays ou se Fait la Guerre. Du 
pate: Au* Etales. Chausson: 

Les Papillans; Le Coiibn. 
Chausson. Sew Oe Fete. 

Dupaic La Vie Anteneure. 
Chausson: Ftoeme. 

1.00 Through the PkghL With 
Donald Macteod. 

6.00-7 30am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

i92.4-94.6MHz FM; 198kHz DM 

630am News. 

630 Fanning Today. 

635 Prayer tor the Day 

630 The Living World. 

730 Today. 

930 (UV) Test Match Special. Live 
commentary from Harare. 

930 (FM) News. 

9.05 (FM) Desert Island Discs. With 
comedian and writer Jennifer 
Saunders. See Choree, above. 

9.45 (FM) tinned States of Anget 

1030 (UV) An Act oi Worship. 

1030 (FM) When She Comes 
Back 

10.15 AW) On Tha Day. 

1030 (IW) Test Match Special. 

1030 (FM) Dereh Cooper's Neces- 
sary Pleasures. 

11.00 (FM) Park Bench and Co. 

1130 (FM) The OW Gurastfy Shop. 
By Charles Dickers. (3r'6>. 

1200 (FM) foxl Company. 

1235 The Food Propamme. 

130 The World at Ore. 


137 (UV) Test Match Special. 

1.40 (FM) The Archers. 

I. 55 (FM) Shipping Forecast 
230 (FM) The Classic Serial: Alice 

In Wbnderiand. By Lewis Carton. 
Alice stumbles down a rabbit 
hole and into a bizarre adventure. 
(1)2). 

3.00 Breath. 

330 Whispering Among the Leaves. 

See Choice, left. 

430 News. 

435 The Canteen Lacfies. 

4.45 Short Story Christmas 
Present. By Maeve ffinchy. 

530 PM. 

630 Six O'clock News. 

635 Going Sout h. Ka rin Comolly 
travels across northern 
Frame, fallowing a route 
used by traveUastor 
centuries, from the Cresades 
to the British navvies of the 
19th century. (1/4). 

630 An Everyday Story of Eurofolk. 

7.00 News. 

7.05 The Archers. 

730 Pick of the week. 

835 Ow Next Question Please. 
830 Ninety Not Out 
9A5 Letter (torn America. 

930 Kaleidoscope Feature. The 
Gospel Aocordmg to Bladi Voices. 
1030 The World tonight 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: High 
Spirits. By Robertson Davies. 

II. 00 Year Ending. 

1135 Fourth Column. 

1145 Famous tor 15 Minutes. 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Sir Henry at 
Rmlinson End. Written and per- 
formed by Viv StanshaH. 
1.008.00m As World Service. 


Radio 5 

(BLKttzinO 

6.05am Jeans Genius 7.00 The . 
Breakfst Program ne 9.00 Maga- 
zine 11.05 Never Vtefc Atone 1135 
The Food of Love aod Hate 1230 
Midday with MaT 235 Rusooe ort 
Five 430 Nationwide 7.00 News 
Extra 735 Parkinson 9.05 Friday 
Sport 1035 Paper Talk 11.00 Night 
Extra 1235 After Hours 235 Up Ail 
Night 5.00-630am Morning Re- 
ports 

Gassic FM 
MUjiUNfene 

730am M8e Read's Festive Break- 
fast 10.00 Abn Freeman 1230 Su- 
sannah Simons 230 Nfc* Bailey 
530 Classk; Showcase < 96 730 
Classic Travel Guide 830 Evenir^ 
Concert 1030 Michael Mappin 
130 Satty Betason 430-7.00am 
Alan Freeman 


MOVIE CHANNEL , 

6.00am Duncan's W»«tl994) 
(91911). 730 From tire Earth* the 
Moon (1979) (7823756). 83? The 
New Adwntures of OBw Twist ' 
(1994) (57445008). 10.00 Maver- 
ick (1993) (287853731 1210 
North (1994) (939447). 1.45 Major 
League II (1994) (60370195). 330 
The Last Great Warder (1994) 
099089). 530 Maverick (1993) 
(65211973). 730 UK Top ' 
KX2911). 8.00 Tafl, Dark and 
Deadly (1995) (5 0973). 1030 In- 
tervlew with the Vampire (1994) 
(28406114). 1205 The Scoiifcfe- ' s 
(1994) (4394281 130 KKfng Zee 
(1994) (627577). 330-530an»:- *,-, 
Pretty Princess (1990) (52)3®. ' * 


%■ .. ■ 

1030 Casualties of War (1989) 
(58Z9299L 1230 Victor; Victoria 
(1982)-(S95Q8041). 215 Spacfr 
bails (1987) (7 583461). 335- 
530am PSt and Mfl®T195Z). 
(7841935). 


Virgin Radio 

W1S, ni7-)2WftMNISJMbHe 
630am Jeremy Clark 10.00 Graham 
Dene 130 Lynn Parsons 430 Mitch 
Johnson 7.00 (FM) Paul Ooyta 730 
(MW) Robin Banks 1030 Alan Free- 
man 1230 Mark Forrest 2-00- 
6.00am Hoard Pearce 


World Service 

(inkBzUO 

130am Newsdesk 130 Outlook 
135 VltoriJs of FsBth 230 Newsday 
230 Science in Action 330 News 
335 Sports Roundup 330 Meridian 
430 Newsdesk 430 Jas Now & 
Then 4/*5 Seven Days 530 News- 
day 530-630am Science in Action 


SKY MOVIES 

6.00am Clarence, the Cross-Eyed 
Don (1965) (91640). 830 RRa 
Hayworth: The Love Goddess (1983) 
(88331). 1030 Rsnenge of the 
Nerds IW Neds in Lora (1994) 
025531 1230 Clean Sate (1994) 
(57422). ZOO Beethoven's 2nd 
(1993) (60350). 430 Only You 
(1994) (73501 630 Rudyaid 
Kipfing's the Jungle Book (1994) 

(8 01 14). 830 Beethoven's 2nd 
(1993) (52331). 10.00 Disclosure 
(1994) (28499824). 1210 
Philadelphia (1993) (46259886). 
215 Death Machine (1994) 

( 602954 . 1 4.10-530*1 Clean 
Slate (1994) (85790157). 


SKY SPORTS 1 

630am Sports Centre (582141 
730 Rating (5 7973). 730 Cricket: 
Second tost -Zimbabwe Vs Enjgand 
- Live (12907181 3 30 Cricket: 
Second Innings 136691 430 Suing 
(2176). 430 Vtorid Sport Special 
(1060). 530 0 Iff Richard's Christ- 
mas Tennis (55341 630 Sports 
s Centre (1-4282). 7.00 Cdctet 
(789992). 1030 Sports Centre 
(758241 11.00 HoW the Back Page 
(666211 1200 WWF (32590- 
130 Sports Centre (82616). 200- 
330am Hold the Back Rage 
.(431901 


Geraldo Q7244). 130 1996 BiHbaaid 
'Mifik:AiNaidsa7843)L33QJenry ; 
Jones (233311 430 Oprah (424661 . 
530 Star Trek (97J8L 630 The Simp- 
sore (67371 630 The Simpscns 
(70891 730 The Simpsons (33371 ; 
730 Supermodeb (6973). 830 Kung 
Rj (634473- 930 Wbks; Texas Ran» 
(565341 1130 Star Tek (208051 - 
1230 LARD. (81480) 1230 Real • ' 
TV (413741 130-730am HttMbc 
Long Play (47732). 


SKY2 

730pm Sts Trek: Deep Space Nine 
(1951282) 830 Nowhere Man 
(1937602). 930 Models Inc 
(1957466). 1030 Fire (29505531 
1130 David Letterman (13751 7©.; 
1230 Ffen: The First Men in the 
Moon (1964) (27770221 230- 
630am Hit M« (87818861 


SKY SPORTS 3 

1230noon Surfing (432070891 
130 Football Spatial (94910282). 

3.00 footbajfc Scottish Leagje - 
(50141718). 5.00 Trans Vtorid 
Sport (427463311 6.00 Surfing 
(43296973). 730 League Review 
(41688176). 830 Football: Spanish 
I m gi n (41691640). 1030 Trans 
World Sport (41687447). 1130- 
1200RddntgM Football League Re- 
view (602822243. • 


SKY MOVIES GOLD 
430pm Jesus Christ Superstar 
(19731(82936401 630 Donovan's 
Reef (1963) (3697379). 830 
Karate Kid II (1986) (36928241 


SKY 1 

730am Lae Connection (49782631 
720 Press ’tour Luck (49980271 7A0 
Jeopanfyt (31154471 8.10 Hotel 
(55602441 930 Another Worid 
(56975271 9A5 Oprah (78106691. 
UMORBalTV (47332821 lLlOSai- 
ly Jessy Raphael (93652821 12.00 


LIVE TV 

6.00am bdormatian TV 730 Spanish 
Archer 730 Mind and Body 830 Why 
Ffies 830 Video Box 930 Fsjdifc fots 
930 Fashion 1030 Revelations 1030 
Canny Wharf 1130 Mind and Body . 
1130 Spanish Archer 1230 Revete- 
tJcrel230WhyFBesl30LooWngfar 
line 130 Psychic Fbts 230 Fashion . 
230 Mind and Body 330 Video Box 
330 Ph Money 430 Spanish Archer. 
430 Why Fte 5.00 Canary Wharf 
530 Loofc&rg far Love 630 foshbi 
630 GaiTs Sport 730 Spanish Archer 
730 Raelaticns SOO Psychic Ffets 
830 Misting Persons 933 Why Fles 
930 Looking for Love 10.03 Gaifs 
Sport Show 1030 Stand-Up Lire Spe- 
tiafcFradtiB Starr 1130 Edenquest 
wflh Anne Nkxfe Smith X230-€30ani 
N^tt-Tmte Programmes 


THE MAPPIN So WEBB 


FAMOUS 

WATCH BRANDS 


18 CARAT GOLD AND 
GEM SET JEWELLERY 


STERLING SILVER - 
CANTEENS OF CUTLERY 



MAPPIN &WEBB# 


At branches nationwide. Call our flagship store at Regent Street on 0171 734 3801 for details. 
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